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December 14, 2011

Mr. Phil Epley
Village of Ada
P.O. Box 292
Ada, Ohio 45810

Dear Mr. Epley:

On December 7, 2011, an inspection was conducted at the Ada Wastewater Treatment Plant. You were present
and provided information on the operation and maintenance of the plant. The inspection included a tour of the
facility. During our visit, all major treatment units were in operation. The final effluent discharging to Grass Run
Creek was clear with no noticeable odor.

A review of your discharge monitoring reports (DMRs) from July 2011 to December 2011 indicates that there
have been several effluent limit violations. The specific instances of non-compliance are enclosed on a separate
sheet. it is noted that a majority of the violations that have occurred since July 2011 have been loading violations.
It was discussed during the inspection that the facility has trouble meeting limits during significant precipitation
events as a result of hydraulic overloading of the plant. It was also discussed that a detergent substance that is
being discharged into the sewer system from the University may be impacting the bacteria growth in the aeration
system. The Village has submitted an implementation schedule for wastewater treatment plant upgrades at the
facility.

During the inspection, the area where the sanitary sewer overflow (SSO) occurred was observed. The 850
occurred at the sanitary manhole just south of the plant. During the heavy rain event in November, the sewers
surcharged and caused sewage to flow out of the manhole into the adjacent field. There was evidence in the field
that sewage had pooled in the area. The sewage then surface flowed into a storm drain that directly discharges to
Grass Run Creek. It is important to continue to identify and remove areas of inflow and infiltration (I&I) to
prevent surcharging of the sewer system and improve the hydraulic treatment capacity at the plant.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (419) 373-3053.

Sincerely,

f"^' A)Cb'
Ryan Gierhart
Division of Surface Water
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