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Dear Mr. Perry and Mr. MaCinn:

This letter shall serve as a follow-up to the complaint investigation conducted on
Wednesday, November 21, 2012, of the above referenced facility by Ms. Miranda
Garlock and Ms. Alyse Johnson from the Division of Air Pollution Control (DAPC) at the
Northwest District Office (NWDO). The purpose of this investigation was to determine
the legitimacy of the complaint of emissions coming from the facility grounds and
impacting off-site residential properties adjacent to the facility.

Based on my observations during the inspection and a review of the company's files,
my findings are as follows:

We arrived at the facility on November 21, 2012, at approximately 9:50 am.
Visible emissions could be seen coming from the grain load out chute atop the
large, outdoor grain pile, towards the top of the grain pile located in the southern
portion of the facility. Visible emissions were creating a hazy appearance over
the facility and a visible plume was leading in a northerly direction. In addition,
dust was observed on parked vehicles in the facility's parking lot and on top of
the facility's building rooftops located north of the grain pile.
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According to Mr. Perry and Mr. MaGinn, they were aware of the increased
emissions being generated from the grain pile. Both indicated that emissions
were at their worst on Monday, November 19, 2012. Mr. Perry indicated that the
doors on the tube need to be welded shut which was the cause of the excess
emissions. In addition, Mr. Perry indicated that mineral oil was not being applied
to the grain on Monday, November 19, 2012. Mr. MaGinn believes that grain this
year is creating excess emissions because this year's drought conditions made
the grain drier and dirtier than in past years.

2. Method 9 visible emission readings were conducted to determine the compliance
status of maintaining visible emissions from the grain pile, emissions unit F004,
to no more than 20% opacity over a three minute average. These readings were
conducted on fugitive emissions coming from the tube which was loading grain
into the pile from Pit #2 for a total of eight minutes between 9:59 am to 10:07 am.
The readings demonstrated a 78% average opacity over a three-minute average
was occurring during the load in operations. Therefore, Heritage Cooperative
(Heritage) is in violation of its visible emission limitations established in the terms
and conditions of PTIO P0109312 issued March 6, 2012 and ORC 3704.05.

3. We met with Mr. Perry, Mr. MaGinn, and Mr. David McIntosh regarding the
facility's permit requirements. The facility was asked to supply records that
indicate that daily visible emissions checks are being conducted at the facility as
required by PTIO P0109312. Mr. Perry indicated that the facility is not keeping
these records. In addition, Mr. Perry was unable to supply a year to date running
total of the facility's throughput for emission units with operational restrictions.
Mr. MaGinn and Mr. Perry indicated that the facility keeps daily throughput
records and that the throughput monthly totals could be supplied but was not
available during the time of the inspection.

Heritage is in violation of the terms and conditions of PTIO P0109312 and ORC
3704.05. A list of violations is summarized below per emission unit:

a.	 For emission unit FOOl, Truck Loading, and emission unit F002, Rail
Loading:

Heritage has failed to conduct daily inspections of visible emissions
and corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate the visible
fugitive emissions as required in d)(2).
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BAT requirements for FOOl and F002 were determined to be the
use of adjustable chutes and mineral oil as required in b)(2)a.
Mineral oil was not applied to grain on Monday, November 19,
2012, leading to excess emissions.

b.	 For emission unit F003, Grain Dryer:

BAT requirements for F003 were determined to be the use of a
column plate perforation with a diameter equal to or less than 0.94
inches and the use of mineral oil as required in b)(2)a. Mineral oil
was not applied to grain on Monday, November 19, 2012, leading
to excess emissions.

C.	 For emission unit F004, Grain Pile:

i.	 BAT requirements for F004 were determined to be the use of
mineral oil as required in b)(2)a. Mineral oil was not applied to
grain on Monday, November 19, 2012, leading to excess
emissions.
F004 has an operational throughput restriction not to exceed
28,000 tons of grain/year. Heritage reported on November 30,
2012, the grain pile contained 1.2 million bushels of corn. Corn
weighs approximately 56 lbs/bushel; therefore, the grain pile
currently contains 33,600 tons of grain. Heritage has exceeded the
operational restriction established in c)(1).

iii.	 Heritage has failed to conduct daily inspections of visible emissions
and maintain records of all days visible fugitive emission were
observed and any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate
the visible fugitive emissions as required in d)(2).

d.	 For emission unit P901, Grain Receiving, Transferring, and Conveying:

P901 has an operational restriction that all grain processed through
transferring and conveying shall be treated with mineral oil as
required in c)(1)e. Mineral oil was not applied to grain on Monday,
November 19, 2012 leading to excess emissions.
Heritage has failed to conduct daily inspections of visible particulate
emissions from the baghouse stacks serving this emission unit and
maintain records of all days visible fugitive emissions were
observed and any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate
the visible fugitive emissions as required in (1)(2).
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iii.	 Heritage has failed to conduct daily inspections of visible fugitive
particulate emissions from receiving operations and maintain
records of all days visible fugitive emissions were observed and
any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate the visible
fugitive emissions as required in d)(3).

The company's written response to this letter is requested by December 31, 2012, and
should contain a compliance plan to remedy the observed situation and prevent this, or
any similar situation, from occurring in the future. The response and compliance plan
will need to address the probable cause of the increased emissions from the tube
serving the grain pile load in and a corrective action to address the situation; include a
copy of a daily visible emission log sheet that will be utilized in the future; and the
submittal of a Chapter 31 permit modification to increase the operational restriction for
F004.

Please be advised that the submission of the requested information to respond to this
letter does not constitute waiver of the Ohio EPA's authority to seek civil penalties
pursuant to ORG Section 3704.06. The Ohio EPA will make a decision on whether to
pursue or decline to pursue such penalties regarding this matter at a late date.

Should you have any questions or comments concerning this letter, please feel free to
contact me at (419) 373-3069 or electronically at Miranda.Garlock?epa.ohio.qov.

Sincerely,

Miranda ft Garlock
Division of Air Pollution Control
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