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James Allega
Anthony Allega, Inc.
5585 Canal Rd.
Valley View, Ohio 44125

Dear Mr. Allega:

The purpose of this correspondence is to follow up the telephone conversations and
site visit between the Ohio EPA and Anthony Allega, Inc. concerning the permit and
visible emissions issues Involving the Union Sand and Gravel Company located in Lake
County.

The Lake County General Health District (LCGHD) representatives on numerous
occasions over the last 6-8 months have observed and recorded visible emissions from
the sand bagging operation that were significant (50-70% opacity) and are in violation of
allowable visible emissions standard of 20% opacity as specified in OAC Rule 3745-17-
07(A)(1). It appears from the most recent stack test that the emissions from this
bagging operation and associated appurtenances resulted in an average particulate
emission of 2.47 pounds per hour.

The Agency understands that many of the emissions units at this location were
previously placed on registration status approaching, in some cases, 30 years ago. The
Agency no longer places sources on registration status. Due to the excessive visible
emissions from this source and the lack of substantive parametric monitoring of the
control device, this Agency does not consider do minimis as an applicable option for this
source. Therefore, the Agency is specifically requesting permits-to-install and operate
(FTIOs) for this facility to assure compliance with all applicable state air pollution laws
and regulations.

To date, no permit applications to install and operate have been submitted for the
following emissions sources: roadways (paved/unpaved), parking areas
(paved/unpaved), storage piles, and aggregate (sand) bagging operations. These were
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specific permits which this Agency determined were necessary for operations of these
sources. Currently, this Agency is considering these sources in violation of state air
pollution laws and regulations.

Please understand that you are currently in violation of state law for installing and
operating an air emissions source without a permit. The sand bagging operation began
prior to issuance of the appropriate PTIO by the Ohio EPA. Please be advised that the
Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Rule 374531-02 requires that the owner/operator of
any air contaminant source installed on or after January 1 1974, must apply for and
obtain a PTIO unless exempted by OAC Rule 3745-3103 or OAC Rule 374515-05.

The Ohio . Revised Code (ORC) provides penalties in the form of fines in the
aforementioned rules of the OAC. Any direct violations of state air pollution regulations
are punishable by civil penalties of up to $25,000 per day per violation.

This is, therefore, an official notice requesting that Union Sand and Gravel Company
submit the required permit applications and compliance plan and schedule detailing the
steps that will be taken to come into compliance with the visible emissions limit. All
documents shall be submitted to the-Ohio EPA, Division of Air Pollution Control, at the
Northeast District Office within 14 days of receipt of this correspondence.

The submission of the requested information does not constitute a waiver of Ohio
EPA's authority to seek civil penalties as provided in ORC 3704.06 or for USEPA to
seek civil penalties pursuant to federal law. Ohio EPA will decide whether to pursue or
decline to pursue penalties regarding this matter at a later date.

Should you have any questions concerning this correspondence or its content do not
hesitate to call me at (330) 963-1229 for further discussions.

Sincerely

Richard Smith
Environmental Engineer
Division of Air Pollution Control

PC:	 Ed Fasko, Unit Supervisor, DAPC, NEDO
Tim Fischer, Enforcement Coordinator, DAPC, NEDO
Tom Kalman, Enforcement Coordinator, DAPC, CO
Bert Mechenbier, Supervisor, LCGHD
Lisa Holscher, USEPA Region V


