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Re: Ashland County
Black River Local Schools WWTP
NPDES Permit

May 2, 2013

Ms, Janice Wyckoff, Superintendent
Black River Local Schools

257 County Road 40

Sullivan, Ohio 44880

Dear Superintendent Wyckoff:

On Aprit 18, 2013, an inspection was made of the waste water treatment facilities serving the
Black River Local Schools. At the time of the inspection, all of the major treatment units were
in operation. Most of these units were operating normally; however, the surface sand filters
were ponded and partially overflowing in an unsatisfactory condition.

The onsite maintenance supervisor, Joe Kmitt, stated that the plant had been running
extremely well until the week of April 7. Large rains that week caused high flows af the
treatment plant that washed solids onto the sand filter beds. Joe has been taking measures
since then to address the ponded filters. It is apparent that more work needs fo be done to
identify and eliminate sources of inflow and infiliration into the sanitary sewer.

Several leaks were identified in the sand filter bed walls. Joe stated these leaks are only a
problem when the filters are ponded and that in normal operation all water flows through the
bottorn of the filters. A large amount of sand and dried sludge was present around the outside
of the filter bed walls. This material should be disposed in a sanitary landfill.

Part I, Paragraph K of your National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
requires that a sign be placed at the outfall location from the treatment plant. The permit
states that the sign should have been erected no later than September 1, 2012. At the time of
the inspection, no outfall sign was present. Within 30 days of receipt of this letter, the sign
shall be erected. Written confirmation shall be submitted to our office once this is complete.

The operator's log book was reviewed during the inspection and found to be satisfactory. |
mentioned to Joe that one improvement he could make is to include better notes on his
activities at the plant. For instance, he had not included any notes in the log about his efforts
to remove water from the ponded filters.
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A review of the discharge monitoring reports submitted for the months of January 2012 through
March 2013 revealed four violations of the limits contained in your NPDES permit. All of
these violations were for exceeding the nitrogen ammonia limit in the October 2012 sample.

A copy of our completed inspection report is enclosed for your réview. If you have any
questions, please call me at 418-373-3070.

Sincerely,

Walter Ariss, P.E.
Environmental Specialist ||
Division of Surface Water
Aim

Enclosure

pc:  Lonnie McGhee, MTWSI

ec: Tracking



OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
OFERATION AND MAINTENANCE INSPECTION

WWTP'S LESS THAN 150,000 GPD o
NPDES Permit No A7 3L

Facility Name /fé///g Zfi/rzf’ (b5 Expiration Date g/ 0 /) wd
Facility Location o247 5~ <& 57D Date 5/ 3. Time |25 pm |
city Se /s A County S S & Township
Name of Owner Owner Phone
Person Contacted__ €. Lon 7™ Operator of Record_, 0@ £ A S T S T
Flow. Design ____=. § Q07D GPD  WWTP Classificason: XA or i
Trib. Pop, {aciual - estimated) Weather at fime of inspection. Temp 6 5"’—: Gy
CEPA Personnet 4%3 / /&f /5'{/} )9 < District __ NWDO
1. Plant Effluent - Mark Severity No.
No, Severity Turbidity . Odor Color
_Description ‘ )
5 | None Clear | None . X | Coloress
1 Mitd X
2 Moderaie Light Solids . Mustly Grey
3 Serious
4 Extreme Hegvy Sclids Sepiic Black
2. Effect of Effluent on Recelving Stream  Name! (4 Agimg el A o) bk or e | el d (o el AP W
No. Severity Turbidity Oder Color
Description
0 Nonhe Clear ~<| None X i Coloress
1| mild <
2 Moderate Light Solids Musty Grey
3 Serious
4 Extrerne Heavy Solids Seplic Black
3. a, Plant has excellent ' goed fair poor operation
b. Plani has excellent i good fair poor  maintenance
c. Sand filters have excellent good falr > poor  maintenance- N/A

d. Notoperating at expected efficiency due to:

Disinfection: (Reguired May 1 thru Oct. 31}

(1y_X__hydraulic overioad IN QuUT ‘
(2} organic/sofids overload ‘ o
(3) personnel inefficiency X Chiorination Tablets

~ {4) equipment failure X Dechlorination Tablets
5 wasies : Uttraviolet (ULV.}
{6

Yes No

4, z Compliance with NPDES Pernmit

x

Y N /PVarameters:
Periodic Violations ﬂ‘j

Chronie Violations

5. Zg 0 & M iogbook kept and available on site; Location rrx c}ééy/)éﬂ% Aa/’df?i;j/)

5 _X Staffing Requirement Met (Class A~ 2 days per week for rinimum 1 bour per week)
(Class | — 3 days per week for minimum 1.5 hours per week)

7. X Adenuate Plant Safety: Deficiencies ‘
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Facility Name: /%%g;é e Se bt

Process # Units Unit If Needed — Descripfion and Comments
Prefiminary X Trash Trap Pumping Freguency P
Grease Trap Pumping ?—“r&q‘uancy
Bar Screen
Comminuior
Flow Eqguslizafion
>( . @ézz/w—/w%f et M—ﬁ
Aeration Plant Timer Y A\ N Cycle Time:
Equipment .
X Miotor / Blower Unit ¢ 114 e
Secondary ] Cotor 0
Treatrnent N Aeration Tank @/M
X Adequate Aertiof 72 N
- ’”
Firat Setfing S Clarifier claar by £ Fhen Fur é//
. Sludge. Retumn
K In X (Out
Susface Skimmer :
X in X out
Fxed Media Clarifier
et pradin covered s sbide,
Tertiary Treatmeni . Surface Sand Fifter, it
X Loid bade Am«é’zz,-é “west-bad  derddn e
' Polishing Pond -
Other
Msinfection Contadt Tank ‘ Co
X Cletnr peador m’t{«ﬁvﬁ/é el o1 %M,
N Chiorine Tube Feeder ; ) Oe oy
< ﬁwéfé@%@ <
i Cechiorination Tube Fesder
Pat Nt L ol A5

Ultreviolet (UY)

Fiow Metering

b

Elapsed Pump Time

Recorder {continuous total)

o1 Lodbere e
_

Shidge Handhing

Pumps .
o Y Ldpes 6 otars
[ Sand Filter Efffuent Dosing 7
bl

Aerzied Storage Tank

A's éq "'A&L/‘r[ 74( //

Studge Drying Bed

Siudge Disposal Muricipal POTW
[ e foidl sl Aoy
>< rcet- é LUl P L 2//
Land Apphicaton
Advanced Treafment Post Aeration

TS

Spray lrigation

Other
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