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April 11, 2013

The Honorable Kevin Can
Mayor of the Village of Butler
P.O. Box 307
Butler, Ohio 44822

Dear Mayor Carr,

On March 12, 2013, an inspection was made of the Village of Butler's waste water treatment plant
(WWTP). You were present during the inspection, along with the Village's operator Dan. At the time of
the inspection, all major treatment units were in operation. The effluent from the treatment plant was
relatively clear.

During the inspection, we discussed the compliance schedule included in the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit and the Village's progress in removing I/I from the
collection system. The first milestone in the NPDES permit is to submit a Permit to Install (PTI) for
upgrades no later than November 1, 2012. During previous meetings and through correspondence, the
Village was granted an extended timeline to complete the necessary Ill removal prior to designing
upgrades. This extended timeline was summarized in a previous inspection letter to you dated
September 19, 2012, as follows:

No later than November 1, 2012, the Village shall complete camera work and other Ill removal
investigation. No later than December 1, 2012, the Village shall submit to Ohio EPA a written
summary of the results of the investigation identifying any deficiencies and specific steps that
will be taken to address these. If any projects requiring a PTI are required to address the I/I, the
P11 shall be submitted by February 1, 2013. All of the 1/I projects shall be completed by June 1,
2013. Flow monitoring should then be performed to determine the effectiveness of the removal
work and to size the required upgrades at the WWTP. A PTI for the WWTP upgrades shall be
submitted to our office no later than August 1, 2013,

The Village completed camera inspection and smoke testing on a large portion of the system in
October 2012. This work has identified a list of approximately 49 deficiencies that need to be
corrected. This list was shared with Ohio EPA via email in January 2013. It did not appear at the time
that the corrective actions would require a PTI. To date, the Village has met the extended compliance
schedule. The next milestone is for all of the deficiencies to be addressed by June 1, 2013. As
discussed during the inspection, the Village has completed some projects; however, the pace of
completion does not appear adequate in order to have all the identified items addressed by June 1,
2013.
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During the inspection, we discussed a recently identified crack in the main trunk sewer line coming to
the WWTP. Dan has filled the crack with a foam sealer product as a temporary solution. This sewer
line was not able to be televised previously due to a blockage. It would appear that major work may be
needed to restore integrity to this trunk sewer. This work should be a priority. We discussed several of
the projects the Village has planned in the near future to address some of the other identified
deficiencies.

A review of the discharge monitoring reports submitted to our office for the period of August 2012
through February 2013 revealed several violations of the limits contained in your permit. A printout of
these violations has been enclosed for your review. No overflow events from the SSO at the State
Route 95 bridge were reported during this period.

Your facility is currently in significant noncompliance (SNC) with the limits contained in your NPDES
permit. A facility becomes in SNC when it exceeds the effluent limit for four or more months in two
consecutive quarters or exceeds the effluent limit significantly in any two months during two
consecutive quarters. it appears that the Village will be unable to meet the June 1, 2013, milestone to
complete all of the identified I/I repairs. Achieving compliance with Ohio's environmental laws is a
primary focus of Ohio EPA in order to reduce risks to public health and welfare.

In order to address the SNO and the NPDES permit compliance schedule, the Village needs to
accelerate the progress in completing the Ill removal work. Failure to expedite the process may lead
our Agency to initiate enforcement action. We would like to work with you to achieve satisfactory
progress to bring this facility back into compliance. Within 21 days of the date of this letter, please
submit, in writing, the actions that you propose to undertake in order to return your facility into
compliance with your NPDES permit. You will need to provide us a timetable for these actions that
does not extend past September 1, 2014. Specifically, the timeline shall include dates for completion of
the previously identified sewer deficiencies, completion of updated flow monitoring, submittal of a PTI
for VVWTP upgrades, and completion of WWTP upgrade construction. These actions and timetable
may also be submitted by email to me at waiter. arissepa.ohio.ov. It would be best to consult with
your operator while preparing your response to our office.

If you have any questions, please call me at 419-373-3070.

Sincerely,

Walter Arias, P. E.
Environmental Specialist II
Division of Surface Water
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Name and Location of Facili
Butler WWTP
223 Grant St
Butler, OH

Name(s) and Title(s) of On-Site
Kevin Can, Mayor
Dan, Operator

Name(s), Address and Title(s) of Or

Lonnie McGhee

	

Entry Time	 Permit Effective Date

	2:00 PM	 5/1/2012

	

Exit Time	 Permit Expiration Date

	5:15 PM	 10/31/2014
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