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March 20, 2013

Gretchen Farnung
Battelle Memorial Institute
505 King Avenue
Columbus, OH 43201

NOTICE OFVIOLATION

Re.	 Indirect Discharge Permit Inspection
Battelle Memorial Institute —West Jefferson

I	 I I I

Dear Ms. Farnung:

met with Mr. John Tholen, of Battelle Memorial Institute, on March 11, 2013, at the West
Jefferson Facility to conduct a site inspection. The purpose of the site visit was to conduct an
inspection of your facility to evaluate your compliance with the Ohio EPA indirect discharge permit
conditions and pretreatment requirements. The Village of West Jefferson's wastewater treatment
plant (WWTP) was in significant noncompliance due to total phosphorus (TP) violations. It
appears that the village requested that your facility conduct IP sampling to determine if your
facility is the cause of the high TP loading to their WWTF. Attached you will find my report and
observations from the site visit. The following items were identified.

Your indirect discharge permit application states that TP was believed absent
from your discharge. However, MSDS sheets were recently provided by your
staff that shows phosphoric acid is used to clean your facility's cages/kennels.
Sampling conducted by your facility since March 21, 2012, show elevated
levels of TP. Ohio EPA was not contacted, as is required by your permit,
regarding the TIP in your wastewater or the increased flow to the collection
system. Your permit requires you to contact the Ohio EPA and the Village of
West Jefferson if you discharge pollutants not expected in your permit or if
there are significant changes to the concentration and/or volume of your
wastewater discharge. Also, the pH of the cleaner was 20. Please be aware
discharges of wastewater below 2.0 or greater than 12.5 are considered
hazardous waste and should not be discharged to the sanitary sewer.

2. Your indirect discharge permit application states that pH will be adjusted
between six and nine prior to discharge. During the site inspection, we were
told that there was no pretreatment system or pretreatment of your
wastewater prior to discharge to the Village of West Jefferson's collection
system. Please explain how pH of the wastewater is being adjusted.
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3 Your indirect discharge permit application states that your wastewater
discharge would average 30,400 gallons per day (gpd) with a maximum flow
of 50,500 gpd. The flows from the past 13 months averaged 62,000 gpd with
a maximum flow of 80,661 gpd. The Ohio EPA was not notified of your
change in discharge flow rates as required by your indirect discharge permit.

4, It was not determined from the inspection how composite samples were
taken. Please provide your protocol for taking composite samples from the lift
station.

5. Sampling was conducted at two manholes during the inspection. The first
sample was taken from a manhole directly upstream of the main lift station.
Samples could not be taken from the main lift station due to the depth of the
wet well. It was noted that the flow in the manhole was flowing full in the
sewer. The flow was clear and very hot.

6. The second sample was taken from a manhole directly upstream of a lift
station located in the middle section of the property. The flow appeared lightly
murky. Sampling results will be forwarded once they are received by the
laboratory.

ITS, a

Battelle Memorial Institute shall discontinue the use of phosphoric acid at the
facility until a pretreatment system for TP has been approved by the Agency
and installed at the facility.

2. Provide a letter listing all pollutants present or to be expected in the discharge
and include revised flows.

3. Provide pH adjustment of the wastewater.

4. Start conducting weekly flow-weighted composite sampling for TP. Sampling
shall include discharges from all cage/kennel cleaning. The sampling shall be
submitted to the Ohio EPA.

5. Immediately notify the Ohio EPA and the Village's WWTP in the event that
there is a slug loading and/or significant change in discharge characteristics of
the wastewater. A significant change in discharge characteristics would
include new pollutants discharged to the village or a change greater than five
percent of your wastewater concentrations or flows.
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Ohio EPA looks forward to working with Battelle Memorial Institute to ensure compliance in the
future with pretreatment requirements and the indirect discharge permit. If you need additional
information	 or assistance,	 please	 feel	 free to	 contact	 me	 by	 e-mail	 at:

or phone at (614) 728-3851.

Sincerely,
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Gregory L. Sanders
Environmental Specialist
Division of Surface Water
Central District Office

Enclosure

C:	 Mayor of West Jefferson
Lyndon Johnson, West Jefferson WWTP
Ryan Laake, Ohio EPA, DSW/CO
John Tholen, Battelle Memorial Institute
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