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February 20, 2013	 RE: ASHTABULA CTYWPCF
ASHTABULA CITY, ASHTABULA COUNTY
OHIO EPA PERMIT 3PE00002
COMPLIANCE EVALUATION INSPECTION

James Timonere, City Manager
City of Ashtabula
4717 Main Avenue
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

Dear Mr. Timonere:

On February 19, 2013, a site inspection was conducted at the above referenced facility at 303
Woodland Avenue, City of Ashtabula, Ashtabula County. The inspection was conducted by John
Schmidt of Ohio EPA. Mr. Michael Mearini, Superintendent, represented the City of Ashtabula
during the inspection. The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate the facility's compliance
status with respect to the terms and conditions of the facility's National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit and as a pre-permit inspection in conjunction with renewal
of your NPDES permit. The last compliance inspection was conducted on February 29, 2012.

Observations
Following are observations made during the inspection:

1. The overall condition of the treatment plant during this inspection was satisfactory.

2. Since the Last inspection, Ashtabula has hired a chemist to replace the chemist that
retired in 2012. Ashtabula intends to post the position for an assistant superintendent
that will also administer the industrial pretreatment program in March 2013.

3. Screenings and grit was containerized for disposal at a solid waste landfill,

4. New influent and effluent flow proportional samplers are noted as installed and are now
collecting samples on a flow-proportional basis. There have been issues in 2012 and
2013 with the final outfall sampler operating properly, requiring Ashtabula to collect
samples on a time-proportional basis. Samples are maintained at the proper holding
temperature.

5. The primary settling tanks were observed in acceptable condition.

The primary clarifier was observed with good settling with effluent weirs in acceptable
condition, with some accumulation of grease and scum. Mr. Mearini indicated that the
grease is removed on an ongoing basis.

7, The content of the aeration tank had good color and mixing. Sludge returns were a
chocolate brown color, with minimal foaming. Blowers supplying air were noted in
operating condition.
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8. The surface of the clarifier was clear, with a small amount of pin floc noted. The effluent
trough was clean and there was no scum around the effluent baffle or the trough.
Effluent channels and weirs were clean.

9. The chlorine contact tank was out of service. Mr. Mearini stated that this tank will be
cleaned before it is placed back into service in April 2012.

ID. Between January 21, 2012 and December 31, 2012, Ashtabula contracted all laboratory
services to Cardinal Laboratories except for onsite monitoring of pH, DO, and settle
ability. Since January 1, 2013, the WPCF laboratory performs monitoring of COD, SOD,
suspended solids, total dissolved solids, oil and grease, bacteria (E. coli), p1-I, DO,
chlorine, and ammonia nitrogen. Ashtabula contracts with Cardinal Laboratories of
Youngstown for metals, nitrate-nitrite, priority pollutants (VOCs and semi-VOCs), and
quality assurance samples from the WPCF laboratory. Ashtabula contracts with
Enviroscience Laboratories of Stow for whole effluent toxicity (WET).

11. The final effluent at the outlet to Lake Erie could not be observed due to flow to a diffuser
in Lake Erie. The final outfaU at Station 001 was observed as the final effluent sampling
chamber downstream of the clarifiers, and was of acceptable visual quality.

NPDES Permit Compliance Review
A review of the electronic discharge self-monitoring reports (eDMRs) received by Ohio EPA for
the period February 1, 2012 through February 1, 2013 indicates apparent noncompliance of the
terms and conditions of your NPDES permit. Specific instances of noncompliance are as
follows:

Limit Violations
The following limit violations were noted for the period reviewed:

ReporUng	 .	 .	 Reported	 Violation
Station	 C0116	 parametor..	 imt Type	 Limit	 Value	 Date

001	 00665	 Phosphorus, Total (P)	 30D Conic	 1.0	 1.04375	 6/1/2012

001	 00665	 Phosphorus. Totar (P)	 300 conc	 1.0	 1.06533	 7)112012

001	 00665	 Phosphorus, Total (P)	 70 Con	 1 L5	 2.05	 7/1/2012

001	 31648	 E ccii	 70 Conc	 284	 965.970	 8/15/2012

001	 31648	 E. coli	 70 Conc	 284	 787.704	 911512012

001	 31648	 E.coli	 7D conic	 284	 5315.84	 9/22/2012

001	 31648	 E ccli	 7D Conc	 284	 450.421	 10/1/2012

001	 50092	 Mercury, Total Low Lever)	 300 Conc	 79	 1099	 101112012

001	 01119	 Copper, Total Recoverable)	 ID Colic	 380	 521	 10/512012

001	 61428	 ,	 CbrorucToxicrty, Rmelas 	 300 conic	 11	 57.8	 12/1/2012

Ashtabula submitted a letters of explanation and corrective action on September 5, 2012 (6/12
and 7/12 phosphorus), December 6, 2012 (9/12 bacteria), December 7, 2012 (10/12 bacteria),
and January 23, 2013 (12/12 chronic toxicity). Please note that Ashtabula WPCF remains in
significant noncompliance for bacteria. Ohio EPA will closely monitor Ashtabula for its
performance for bacteria in the 2013 disinfection season.
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Reporting Violations
The following reporting violations were noted for the period reviewed:

Repprt1n	 Reported	 Violation:statoCode, :Parameter	 ..•	 Untifpe . •UmIt	 Value

001	 00610	 Nitrogen, Ammonia (Nl-13-N) 	 MC	 AB	 81812012
001	 31648	 E.coli	 C	 AK	 6/1/2012
001	 31618	 Ecoli	 C	 AK	 6114/2012
001	 31648	 EcoU	 G	 AK	 10/29/2012
001	 31648	 E coli	 G	 AK	 9110/2012
601	 01113	 Cadmium Total Recoverable 	 AB	 9/3012012

Ashtabula submitted a letters of explanation and corrective action on September 5, 2012,
December 6, 2012, and December 7, 2012 for the June 2012, August 2012, September 2012,
and October 2012 reporting violations accordingly. Of serious concern is the bacteria results
that are listed as too numerous to count. As noted above, Ashtabula WPCF remains in
significant noncompliance for bacteria. Ohio EPA will closely monitor Ashtabula for its
performance for bacteria in the 2013 disinfection season.

Ohio EPA also notes that Ashtabula collected its whole effluent toxicity testing in September
2012 rather than in August 2012 as prescribed by its permit. Ashtabula indicated that this was
an oversight.

Compliance Schedule
Regarding the compliance schedule, Ohio EPA notes the following:

Pemlt	 nn ' Sóhedule	 completion bate 	 Event Schedule Type , 	Sheduie
EfferAivo Expiration Due, Dta 	 Code

bate	 Date

211/2012	 7/31/2016	 8/1/2012	 12120/2012 52599 	 Pretreatment	 Revise Control documents
2/1/2012	 7/3112016	 8/1/2012	 12/2012012 52599	 Pretreatment	 Tech Justification for  Limits
2/1/2012	 7131/2016	 9/1/2012	 12/2012012 52599	 Pretreatment	 Revise Local Limits if Needed
211/2012	 7/31/2016	 5/112012	 12/20/2012	 Pretreatment 	 Revise SUO for LL for Hg

It is noted that some information was received after the date(s) prescribed by your NPDES
permit, however, the information was received. Ashtabula notified Ohio EPA that these
milestones would be missed and provided a schedule to submit the required information in
letters dated September 13, 2012 and September 28, 2012. Milestones received more than two
months beyond the required date is considered by Ohio EPA and U.S. EPA as significant
noncompliance. The information submitted on December 20, 2012 is currently pending with
our central office. No additional information is needed at this time.

Sanitjy Sewer Overflow (SSOReporting
Ashtabula reported no SSOs in 2012 within the City, and two SSOs that occurred in portions of
the County system that are tributary to the Ashtabula WPCF, Please note that the 2012 Annual
SSO report is due in this office no later than March 31, 2011

Industrial Pretreatment Program
On December 20, 2012, Ohio EPA received revisions to Ashtabula's industrial pretreatment
program, including revisions to sewer use ordinance (SUO), enforcement response plan (ERP)
and other controlling documents. The submission remains under review with our office, and no
additional information is needed at this time. Pretreatment limits were last revised in 1998, and a
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techriical justification report for leaving the current pretreatment limits unchanged was
completed on January 7, 2011.

Ashtabula added Gabepro to its SIU list in April 2012. Ashtabula suspended acceptance of this
discharge when its whole effluent toxicity monitoring for the fourth quarter of 2012 showed
elevated toxicity. Three SIUs were not inspected in 2012 due to lack of manpower, including
Ashtabula County Medical Center, Grand River Rubber and Plastics, and Molded Fiberglass.
Ashtabula rubber was placed on a compliance schedule for monthly monitoring, and is required
to submit data to Ashtabula quarterly. Hauled waste is accepted from septage haulers and is
limited to domestic septage only, and leachate is accepted from Waste Management Geneva
Landfill. DeMaximis ceased hauling wastes when they were tied into sewers on December 31,
2011. No lUs have been subject to a show-cause hearing, permit revocation, filing of a civil or
criminal suit, or subject to termination of service within the past year. The V\JPCF commenced
acceptance of hauled septage from Northeast Septic and G & J Septic.

The WPCF does accept hauled septage, liquid sludge, and landfill leachate by controlling where
these wastes are accepted into the system. Due to odor problems at the WPCF from accepting
wastes at the acceptance station at the WPCF, Ashtabula relocated the hauled waste
acceptance station, currently landfill leachate from three facilities, at station on West 24 th Street.
Two of these facilities are direct piped to the WPCF with the completion of the State Road
sewers in late 2011. The 24tb Street location provides better mixing of the waste with incoming
wastewaters and produces less of a shock load to the WPCF. Ashtabula has a testing program
in place and requires testing for all industrial waste permit haulers, with annual testing and some
random load testing. Currently, the influent waste strength as received by the WPCF is between
100 and 120 mg/i BOO, and septage acceptance can increase these strengths.

The multi-jurisdictional sewer use agreement between Ashtabula City and Ashtabula County
has been finalized for Plymouth Township and Saybrook Township, with the Ashtabula
Township agreement pending a 30-day comment period. Currently for Ashtabula Township, the
parties rely upon the satellite sewer discharge control program from 1998. Ohio EPA
recommends that the multi-jurisdictional sewer use agreement be finalized for Ashtabula
Township as soon as possible. A limitation in implementation of this program is lack of
personnel. Mr. Mearini indicated that an industrial pretreatment director/assistant superintendent
position will be advertised in March 2013. As a part of the pending revisions to control
documents to be submitted on December 20, 2012, Ohio EPA recommends that the program
fees be examined so that adequate staff can be maintained to administer this program.

If you have any questions or comments regarding this notification, please feel free to contact me
at (330) 963-1175.

Respectiv y,
KPI

Jfin M. Schmidt P.E.,  R.S.
nvironmental Engineer

Division of Surface Water

JMS/cs

cc:	 Michael Mearini, Ashtabula WPCF
Fie: Municipal/Ashtabu}a City WPCF (Ashtabula Co.)/PC
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