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Mr. Germadnik:

RE: TRUMBULL COUNTY
BROOKFIELD TWP.
6975 STEWART-SHARON ROAD
RONCO RENTALS APARTMENTS
NPDES PERMIT NO. OH0128481
OHIO EPA PERMIT NO. 3PW00026
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Ohio EPA performed a compliance evaluation inspection of the wastewater treatment works serving the
above-referenced property on December 19, 2012. The inspection was conducted to evaluate the
operation and maintenance of the treatment works, and determine the facility's overall compliance with
the terms and conditions of its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

The existing 1000-gpd treatment system consists of two 1 1 000-gallon septic tanks, a 1,000-gallon
recirculation/blend tank, 225-sq, ft. recirculating sand filter (RSF), and 405-gallon
chlorination/dechlorination tank. Treated effluent is discharged to a nearby storm sewer.

During the inspection, the following observations and/or deficiencies were noted:

1. The overall operation and maintenance of the treatment works was poor.

2. There appeared to be no power to the pump control box. The pumps did not appear to be
functioning.

3. The water level in the tanks was nearly up to the rims of the access ports. The high water alarm
system as well as the float system did not appear to be operating. Effluent was exiting the
treatment works via gravity.

4. There was evidence of children playing in the recirculating sand filter area. Please ensure that
children are discouraged from playing in this area. 	 This may be accomplished by
mulching/landscaping in and around the area.

5. A number of the tank lids were not securely fastened. This presents a human safety hazard,
especially with evidence of children playing in the immediate vicinity of the treatment works.

6. A bound and numbered logbook was not observed at the facility. Please ensure that a bound and
numbered logbook is maintained on site, and used to document all operation and maintenance
activities at the treatment plant. Plant operation and maintenance personnel shall log their time in
and out, the date, a brief description of the work performed, and their initials.
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The facility is classified as a Class 'A" treatment works. Please note that operators of Class "A"
treatment works are required to be physically present at the plant twice a week for a minimum of
one hour total.

7. Part 11, K of the NPDES permit requires that an ouffall marker be erected at the discharge point by
no later than four months from the effective date of the permit, which was April 1, 2011. An ouffall
marker was not observed during the inspection.

8. The effluent exiting the treatment works appeared to be septic, with a black color, and sharp, foul
odor.

A review of the facility's electronic Discharge Monitoring Reports (eDMRs) received by Ohio EPA for the
period February 2011 through December 2012 indicated multiple violations of the terms and conditions of
the NPDES permit. The specific instances of noncompliance include:

Reporting	 Reporting	 Limit	 Reporte Violation
Permit No	 Period	 Station	 Code	 Parameter	 Type	 Limit d Value	 Date

Total Suspended	 30D
3PW00026*BD	 March 2011	 001	 00530	 Solids	 Conc	 .12	 14.	 31112011

Total Suspended	 300
3PW00026*CD	 June 2011	 001	 00530	 Solids	 Cone	 12.0	 20.	 6/112011

Total Suspended	 7D
3PW00026*CD	 June 2011	 001	 00530	 Solids	 Cone	 18.0	 20.	 611/2011

Total Suspended
3PW00026*CD	 June 2011	 001	 00530	 Solids	 30D Qty 0.045	 .0757	 6/1/2011

Total Suspended
3PW00026*CD	 June 2011	 001	 00530	 Solids	 7D Qty	 0068	 .0757	 6/1/2011

Nitrogen, Ammonia	 30D
3PW00026*CD	 June 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Conc	 20	 39.4	 6/1/2011

Nitrogen, Ammonia	 70
3PW00026CD	 June 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Cone	 3.0	 39.4	 6/1/2011

Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 June 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 300 Qty 0.0075	 .14913	 6/1/2011

Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 June 2011	 001	 00610	 1 (NH3	 7D Pty	 0.011	 .14913	 6/112011

ID
3PW00026*CD	 June 2011	 001	 00300	 Dissolved Oxygen 	 Cone	 6.0	 1.6	 6/2/2011

Nitrogen, Ammonia	 300
3PW00026*CD	 August 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Cone	 20	 15.7	 8/1/2011

Nitrogen, Ammonia 	 7D
3PW00026*CD	 August 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Cone	 3.0	 15.7	 8/112011

Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026tCD	 August 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 30D Qty 0.0075	 .05942	 811/2011

Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 August 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 70 Qty	 0.011	 .05942	 811/2011

ID
3PW00026tCD	 August 2011	 001	 00300	 Dissolved Oxygen	 Cone	 6.0	 4.3	 8/2/2011

December	 Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 30D Qty 0.017	 .06737	 1211/2011

December	 Nitrogen, Ammonia	 300
3PW00026*CD	 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Cone	 4.5	 17.8	 12/1/2011

December	 Nitrogen, Ammonia	 7D
3PW00026*CD	 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Cone	 675	 17.8	 12/15/2011
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December	 Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 2011	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 7D Qty	 0.026	 06737	 12/15/2011

Total Suspended	 30D
3PW00026tCD	 March 2012	 001	 00530	 Solids	 Conc	 12.0	 29.	 3/1/2012

Total Suspended
3PW00026*CD	 March 2012	 001	 00530	 Soflds	 30D Qty 0.045	 .10977	 3/1/2012

Nitrogen, Ammonia 	 30D
3PW00026*CD	 March 2012	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Cone	 4.5	 32.2	 3/1/2012

Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 March 2012	 001	 00610	 (H3	 300 Qty 0.017	 .12188	 3/1/2012

300
3PW00026*CD	 March 2012	 001	 80082	 CBOD 5.day	 Conc	 1110	 11.	 3/1/2012
3PW00026*CD	 March 2012	 001	 80082	 CBOD 5 day	 300 Qty 0.038	 .04164	 3/112012

Total Suspended	 7D
3PW00026CD	 March 2012	 001	 00530	 Solids	 Conc	 18.0	 29.	 3/8/2012

Total Suspended
3PW00026*CD	 March 2012	 001	 00530	 Solids	 7D Qty	 0.068	 .10977	 318/2012

Nitrogen, Ammonia	 7D
3PW00026*CD	 March 2012	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Conc	 6.75	 32.2	 3/8/2012

Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 March 2012	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 7D Qty	 0.026	 .12188	 3/8/2012

Nitrogen, Ammonia 	 300
3PW00026*CD	 June 2012	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Conc	 2.0	 157	 6/1/2012

Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 June 2012	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 30D Qty 0.0075	 .05942	 6/1/2012

Nitrogen, Ammonia 	 7D
3PW00026*CD	 June 2012	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 Conc	 3.0	 15.7	 6/8/2012

Nitrogen, Ammonia
3PW00026*CD	 June 2012	 001	 00610	 (NH3	 70 Qty	 0.011	 .05942	 61812012

ID
3PW00026*CD	 August 2012	 001	 00300	 Dissolved Oxygen	 Conc	 6.0	 2.1	 8/2/2012

In addition to the violations identified in the tables, this office also noted that flow values for the facility
have been consistently reported as 1,000 gallons per day since February 2011. Please note that the
NPDES permit requires that flow be estimated on a daily basis. Reporting the facility's approved design
flow does not meet this requirement. Please refer to Page 2 of the NPDES permit for acceptable
methods of estimating flow.

In addition to the eDMR data review, this office also noted that Valley Environmental Labs, Inc. has been
routinely submitting the eDMRs electronically via an assigned Personal Identification Number (PIN).
Pursuant to Part Ill of the NPDES permit, "all reports submitted to the Director shall be signed and
certified in accordance with the requirements of 40 CFR 122.22". 40 CFR 122.22 (a) states that reports
for a sole proprietorship can only be signed and certified by the proprietor or by a duly authorized
representative of said individual. Pursuant to 40 CFR 122.22 (b):

A person is a duly authorized representative only if:

(1) The authorization is made In writing by a person described in paragraph (a) of
this section;

(2) The authorization specifies either an individual or a position having
responsibility for the overall operation of the regulated facility or activity such
as the position of plant manager, operator of a well or a well field,
superintendent, position of equivalent responsibility, or an individual or position
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having overall responsibility for environmental matters for the company, (A duly
authorized representative may thus be either a named individual or any
individual occupying a named position.) and,

(3) The written authorization is submitted to the Director.

In order for Valley Environmental Labs, Inc. to continue to pin eDMR data on your behalf, please see to it
that the enclosed Operator of Record Notification (ORC) form is completed and submitted to Ohio EPA.
Both parties (you and Valley Environmental Labs, Inc.) must sign off on the form before it is submitted to
Ohio EPA.

Part I, C of the NPDES permit also required that you submit an E. coli status report to Ohio EPA within
six months of the effective date of the permit, which was April 1, 2011. Specifically, the status report was
to be on the ability of the existing treatment works to meet the new E. coli limit, which would become
effective on April 1, 2012. While the 2011 and 2012 F. coli results were in compliance with the effluent
limits, to date, the status report required in Part I, C has still not been received by this office.

This office understands that you are the designated operator responsible for operation and maintenance
of the plant. However, it appears that your Class "A" wastewater license expired on December 31, 2011.
Part II, B.2 of the NPDES permit requires the permittee to designate an Operator with a valid operator's
certificate to oversee the operation and maintenance of the treatment works. Since your license has
expired, and you have not filed for a timely renewal, you are no longer meeting this requirement.
Additionally, this office will consider you as being noncompliant with the operator requirements for all of
2012 as well.

Please contact Ohio EPA's Operator Certification Unit at 1-866-411-6728 for guidance on how to reapply
for, or renew your wastewater license. Please note that alternatively, if you submit a completed ORC
form to this office in which you indicate a separate individual as being your operator, you would then fulfill
the requirements of Part II, B.2 of the NPDES permit.

As mentioned earlier, the overall operation and maintenance of the treatment works is poor. Failure to
properly operate and maintain the wastewater treatment works is a violation of the terms and conditions
of the NPDES permit. Additionally, a number of the deficiencies identified during this latest inspection
have been identified previously during Ohio EPA's last several inspections. Due to this, you must
immediately implement a corrective action plan to address all the deficiencies identified in this letter.

A follow-up inspection of the treatment works will be performed in the near future to determine if the
deficiencies identified in this letter have been addressed. Should the follow-up inspection reveal that
appropriate corrective actions have not been taken, this office will call you in for a meeting to discuss
further actions that may need to be taken to ensure that the deficiencies identified at the site are
addressed.

Please be advised that failure to comply with the terms and conditions of the NPDES permit may be
subject to enforcement action pursuant to Chapter 6111 of the Ohio Revised Code. Such actions can
result in fines of up to $10,000 per day of violation. Please provide to this office, within 14 days receipt
of this letter, written documentation describing the course of action that will be taken to address the
deficiencies described in this letter. Your response shall include specific dates for initiation and
completion of this action plan.
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You must also provide to this office regular updates documenting the progress being made at the site
once the corrective action plan has been initiated. Updates shall include photographs, written
correspondence, receipts for work performed, etc.

Should you have any questions or comments regarding this letter, please contact this office at
(330) 963-1120.

Respectfully,

Tomâs Parry, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

TP/cl

Attachments: ORG form
Photographs
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Dean Stoll, P.E., Ohio EPA, NEDO, DSW

cc:
	

Richard Curl, R.S., Trumbull County Health Department
Brian Mosko, Valley Environmental Labs, Inc.

I • Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
item 4 if Restncted Delivery is desired.

• Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can return the card to you.

• Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,
or on the front if space permits.

1. Article Addressed to:

A.
Agent

C. Date oftjq,
D. Is delivery address different from item 14 0 'o

If YES, enter delivery address below: 	 0 No

B.Received by (Printed Name)

Ron Garmadnik, Owner
6747 Warren-Sharon Road
Brookfield, OH 44403

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Foe)	 0 yes
2. Article Number
I (1ranser from service /abe)) 7012 1010 0000 9467 7438 TOMAS PARRY 08W 1/7/13

PS Form 3811 February 2004	 Domestic Return Receipt 	 1o2595-o2-M-1540
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