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January 22, 2013

David Woodward, Manager
Ohio Retreat Center
P.O. Box 177
Marengo, OH 43334

^ ^T, EOFVOLATON
Re:	 Ohio Retreat Center

Reconnaissance Inspection

Morrow County

Dear Mr. Woodward:

This correspondence serves as Notice of Violation for Significant Non-Compliance with NPDES permit
limits at the Ohio Retreat Center in Morrow County.

On January 10, 2013, a Reconnaissance Inspection was conducted at the Ohio Retreat Center. Present
for the inspection were yourself, representing the Ohio Retreat Center, and myself of the Ohio EPA,
Central District Office, Division of Surface Water. The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate
compliance with the terms and conditions of your NPDES permit and to evaluate the operation and
maintenance of the plant.

This facility had been in Significant Non-Compliance, from June—November 2012, due to the frequency
and magnitude of ammonia violations. In order to be removed from the SNC list the permittee must
maintain compliance with all ammonia effluent limits for three successive months. A review of the quarterly
data submitted for December 2012 shows an ammonia value below detectable limits so this facility is no
longer on the SNC list. Please be advised that periodic or seasonal non-compliance with NPDES permit
limits will prioritize this facility for enforcement action.

If you have any questions or comments concerning the enclosed inspection report, please contact me at
(614) 728-3848 or e-mail at mike.sapp©epa.stato.oh.us .

Sincerely,

Michael Sapp
Compliance and Enforcement Unit
Division of Surface Water
Central District Office

cc: Michael Sapp
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Notice of Violation Significant Non -
Compliance

Yes

Name and Location of Facility Inspected	 Permit Effective Date

Ohio Retreat Center 	 3/1/2011
3480 Township Road 221	 Permit Expiration Date
Marengo, Ohio 43334	 2/29/2016
Name(s) and Title(s) of On-Site Representatives	 Phone Numbers
David Woodward, Manager	 (740) 7472325
Name and Title of Responsible Official	 Phone Number
David Woodward, Manager	 (740) 7472325

•ECON
Key: S = Satisfactory, M

U NPDES Compliance
S Operations & Maintenance
S	 Facility Site Review
S Collection System
S Flow Measurement
U Receiving Waters
N I Laboratory

Comments:

EAL:iD
rginal, U Unsatisfactory, N Not Evaluated

Permittee missed milestones in compliance schedule

SNC for ammonia violations

Michael Sapp,/nf5tor	 Date	 Erin Sherer, Reviewer 	 Date
Compliance & Erifo(cement 	 Compliance & Enforcement Supervisor
Division of Surface Water 	 Division of Surface Water
Central District Office 	 Central District Office
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OhioRetreatCenter

The facility is not equipped with a trash trap, flow equalization or sludge holdidi
fT1HIr&

30-minute settlability tests are performed weekly to determine if sludm
hauling is required. 	 I
Tidy Tim's is contracted to haul sludge from the plant. Sludge hauling
performed three times a year. 	 i

The clarifiers are scraped daily in the summer and every other week in the
winter.

McGhees Technical Services is contracted to perform the quarterly effluent
sampling. McGhe&s was also contracted to operate the plant up until October
2012. Dave Woodward received his Class A license and became the Operator of
Record for this facility in October 2012.

I!	 observed

The hour readings from the time-elapsed meters on the tertiary dosing
pumps are read daily by camp personnel.

KEY: Y - Yes, N - No, N/A - Not Applicable, N/E - Not Evaluated, * Further comment included in attachment
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2. The average daily flow at outfall 001 for the time period from October 201 1 -

November 2012 was 1756 gpd (see attached table). The highest flows are typically

experienced in the summer when the camp is full. The operator attributed the high

flows in December 201 1 to a reporting error. He indicated that these values likely

represent the total flow for the week.

3 The effective NPDES permit contains a compliance schedule which required the

installation of a dechlorination unit on or before September 1, 2011 and the

elimination of the unpermitted north plant on or before June 1, 201 1  A

dechlorination unit was installed in July 201 1; however, the permittee did not

abandon the unpermitted plant until Spring 2012 when a pump station and force

main was ^nstalled to convey the wastewater to the perrn^tted plant.

4. This facility had been in Significant Non-Compliance, from June—November 2012,

due to the frequency and magnitude of ammonia violations (i.e. an exceedance of

40% or more of the permitted limit during two or more months). In order to be

removed from the SNC list the permittee must maintain compliance with all

ammonia effluent limits for three successive months. A review of the quarterly data

this facility is no longer on the SNC list.

During the inspection, we discussed a number of corrective actions that could be
undertaken to improve treatment for ammonia. You indicated that a scoop of
sodium bicarbonate is added to the plant every week to provide additional alkalinity
for nitrification. The practice was initiated in July of 2012. If compliance with
ammonia limits continues to be problematic I would recommend that you purchase
additional test equipment so that bicarbonate additions could be adjusted based on
residual alkalinity measurements or pH. Please be advised that periodic or
seasonal non-compliance with NPDES permit limits will prioritize this facility for
enforcement action.

KEY: Y - Yes, N No, N/A Not Applicable, N/E - Not Evaluated, * Further comment included in attachment
Page 6



:-'.ornpflance DataIfor OhioiRetreat Center between 10/112011 t
1 211 12012

Fi!ml ijt.W
PermitI1I	 Violations:

Permit Effluent Frequency Violations: 0
Compliance Schedule Violations: 3

rnf kf

June 2012
June 2012
June 2012
June 2012

August 2012
August 2012
August 2012
AuQust 2012

001 Ndrogen, Ammonia (NH3 30DCnc
001 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3 30D Qty
001 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3 7D Conc
001 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3 7D Qty
001 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3 30D Conc
001 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3 30D Qty
001 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3 7D Cone
001 Nitrocien, Ammonia (NH3 7D Qtv

11321 6/1/2012
[IZi. .56448 611/2012

j32.1 6115/2012
.56448 611512012

Eli	 11.	 811/2012
[SXI)!1.	 .16371 . 811/2012

	

11.	 8/15/2012
[,Is
	 .16371 8/15/2012

Date	 Fowsfp)
	12/5/2011	 10962

	

12/6/2011	 10823

	

7/2/2012	 7552

	

6115/2012	 7378

	

I?j 8/9/2012	 7378

	

6/13/2012	 7256

	

8/8/2012	 7238

	

6/11/2012	 7151

	

8/6/2012	 7134

	

6/1 4/2012	 7047
Average Row Rate.	 1756

KEY: Y Yes, N .- No, N/A Not Applicable, N/E Not Evaluated, Further comment included in attachment
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