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November 27, 2012

Mr. Mike Lippert

Assistant Public Works Director/Waterworks Director
City of Wyoming

800 Oak Avenue

Wyoming, OH 45215

RE: Storm Water Program Evaluation, NPDES Permit 1GQ00070*AG

Dear Mr. Lippert:

On Tuesday, October 30, 2012, | conducted a cursory “screening evaluation” of the city
of Wyoming's storm water management program. The City was represented during this
review by you and Terry Huxel. The evaluation consisted of discussions about the 6
“Minimum Control Measures” (MCMs) that provide the framework for municipal storm

water programs.

The intent was to assess program activities and effectiveness, and to discuss ways to
improve the City's Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP). The balance of this letter
includes suggestions on how the city can revise its SWMP so that it is easier to read,
and more accurately reflects the activities Wyoming conducts as required by its storm
water permit.

MCMs 1 and 2 — Public Information, Participation, Education and- Qutreach

1. The City's revised SWMP should mention how storm water information can be
accessed online from Wyoming's internet website. Specific links to other
websites at which relevant storm water information can be found should be
included as well. Articles or other publications sent to city residents or made
available at city hall or other public venues should be archived online, with
directions in the revised plan for accessing this information.

2. The City must resist the urge to include in its annual reports activities that are
only tangentially related to storm water management issues. While any kind of
outreach concerning environmental issues is important, the intent of the small
MS4 general permit is limited to those having a direct or very strong link to storm
water management practices, particularly those that help improve water guality.
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3. The revised plan can speak to the City's intent in the future to provide various
sorts of environmental information at festivals and other events which many local
residents may attend. After the events, details regarding the numbers of copies
of storm water-specific articles handed out, along with their respective tltles can
be provided in subsequent annual reports.

4. Annual reports should provide information about the nature of storm water
complaints received by the City, i.e; is it a conveyance issue or a water quality
issue? Drainage problems are certainly worthy of reporting, but NPDES
permitting for storm water is more quaiity focused and has little to do with actual
conveyance of runoff.

5. The revised plan must discuss storm sewer inlet marking activities, and if that
portion of Wyoming’s system which drains to natural waterways has had all its
inlets marked. If the effort is expected to be done a little at a time, the revised
plan must state this, as well as describe how the markings will be maintained
once the relevant parts of the system have been marked.

The revised SWMP must state that more than half of the drainage network within
the city discharges to combined storm/sanitary sewers. Storm water
management regulations required through the state’s NPDES permitting authority
do not apply to areas that are served by combined sewers.

MCM 3 lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination {(IDDE

1. The revised SWMP must speak to the City's efforts to create its own storm sewer
map, and how these efforts mesh with past work done by the Hamilton County
Storm Water District. The revised plan should include a schedule for compieting
the work. The plan should also explain where the map is kept, and which city or
county department is responsible for updating the map when the need arises.

As a reminder, all storm sewer outfalls to waters of the state were to have been
mapped by March 2008. The entire storm sewer network is to be mapped by the
time the next smali MS4 general permit is implemented in early 2014.

The map should clearly show which areas of the city are served by combined
storm water/sanitary sewers.

2. The revised plan should explain the basics of the illicit discharge ordinance that
allows city officials to investigate suspected sources of illicit discharges to its
storm sewer network. Penalty provisions contained in the ordinance should also
be summarized in the revised plan. Wyoming relies on the Hamilton County
Storm water District’s rules and regulations regarding illicit discharges to storm

- sewers;-and-as such-must-provide relevant citations in its revised plan.
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The ordinance in its entirety can be included as an attachment to the revised
plan, or made available via the City’s website. If the latter option is chosen, then
the web address must be included in the revised plan.

3. The revised plan must state that to the best of the City’s knowledge, all
discharging home septic systems present within Wyoming drain to private
conveyances that are not part of the City's storm sewer network. The revised
plan must discuss how Wyoming would work with the Hamilton County Health
Department if a situation arose in which a failing residential system was
discovered to be discharging raw or poorly treated effluent to a water of the state.

4. The revised plan should explain what would be done to identify an illicit discharge
if dry weather screening reveals that something other than water is coming from
one of the city's storm sewer outfalls. Would basic chemical screening be done
in the field through use of pH paper or Hach kits, or would a sample be obtained
and sent to a local lab? While it's impossible to predict what sorts of situations
may occur, the SWMP must include the basic approach the City might take in the
rare instance when an unknown substance is found coming from a storm sewer
outfall.

MCM 4 - Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Controls

1. The city of Wyoming’s revised SWMP must describe the review process that is
followed by regulated construction projects (those disturbing more than one acre
of ground), from initial proposal to final approval. The point(s) at which attention
is given to erosion and sediment controls, and other potential pollutants such as
concrete washout, should be highlighted in this discussion.

2. The revised SWMP should contain example copies of checklists or other forms
used to document construction site erosion and sediment control inspections.
These forms can be inciuded as an appendix or attachment to the revised plan.

3. The revised SWMP's narrative should also include the key language from the
ordinance Wyoming intends to use to address construction site storm water
runoff management. Chapter 933.04 of the City’s codified ordinances defers to
the Hamilton County Storm Water District's rules and regulations, but the revised
plan must explain the specific sections that are in play for the purpose of
regulating runoff from construction projects that disturb more than one acre of
land. The entire code can either be included as an appendix to the SWMP, or the
plan can include web links which would allow the ordinance to be found on line.
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MCM 5 — Post Construction Storm Water Runoff Controls from New Development

1. It's not clear how section 933.04 of the City's codified ordinances addresses
post-construction storm water management requirements. The revised SWMP
must explain how the City's code is linked to county reguiations for the purposes
of post-construction storm water controls, and include key language from the
ordinance. The revised plan must also discuss if the City's code will
accommodate other post-construction storm water management options besides
simple retention or detention of runoff.

2. The revised plan must elaborate on how the City deals with operations and
maintenance of installed post-construction practices. The intent of the
requirement is to ensure that BMPs installed when the property is developed are
maintained over the long term, after construction is completed. Since the city of
Wyoming is largely built out, and half of it is served by combined sewers, little
new development is likely in the near future that would require the installation of
post-construction BMPs. But the revised plan should include a discussion of the
ordinance language adopted at the end of 2011 which speaks to how operations
and maintenance agreements are developed and enforced.

MCM 6 Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping

A review of Wyoming’s 2011 Storm Water Program Annual Report suggests the City is
reporting information required of MS4s. But the City’'s SWMP needs to be revised in the
following ways:

1. The revised plan should explain how the City expects to train relevant staff on
topics that help reduce impacts to storm water runoff from various activities
conducted on city property. Annual training can be accomplished by including
storm water management topics as part of other required trainings, such as for
OSHA requirements, etc. The revised plan should discuss if the City intends to
conduct training internally, or if it expects to hire out to contractors or consultants.

2. The revised pian should discuss the City's general approach to management and
use of road salt during winter months, and what the City does to stretch its supply
of salt as far as possible.

3. A similar discussion should be included regarding the City’s use of fertilizers,
pesticides and herbicides. Since treatments for emeraid ash borer have involved
the largest use of chemicals by far (or did so in 2011), the plan should discuss
this in some detail, particularly if similar treatments are expected to continue in
the future.
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4. The collection and disposal of street sweepings must be discussed in the revised
SWMP. Total amounts of sweepings collected can be provided in annual reports,
but the plan itself must describe how collected material is managed prior to
disposal.

5. The revised plan should aISo speak to future opportunities the City may have to
reduce its use of the above mentioned materials even further, assuming such
opportunities exist.

Conclusions

Based on my review and our discussion it appears the city Of Wyoming is doing a
satisfactory job addressing Phase Il storm water management requirements. The only
obvious need for the program at this point is to revise its storm water management plan
so that it more accurately describes the extent of its current activities. The intent of the
comments provided in this letter is to assist with the preparation of this revised plan.

While there is no specific regulatory requirement for preparing updated storm water
plans, a reasonable deadline would be the date on which the new small general MS4
permit is issued in late January, 2014.

If there are questions about anything in this letter, | can be reached at 937.285.6442 or
via email at chris.cotton@epa.ohio.gov.

Sincerely,

Chris Cotton

Environmental Specialist ||
Division of Surface Water

CCitb

cc:. OEPA/SWDO/DSW Files
Anthony Robinson, OEPA/CO/DSW






