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September 27, 2012

Mr. Scott Brown, P.E.
First Energy Corporation
76 South Main Street
Akron, OH 44308

Dear Mr, Brown:

RE: NPDES PERMIT NO. 31B00003
FIRSTENERGY GENERATION LLC
EASTLAKE PLANT
LAKE COUNTY
INDUSTRIAL

On September 25, 2012, this writer conducted a pre-permit inspection of the Eastlake Power
Plant. You, Mr. Timothy Zak, Perry Plant Chemistry Supervisor, Laura Koch, Environmental
Coordinator, and Mr. Eric Richardson, Advanced Generation Specialist accompanied this writer
during the inspection. Mr. Robert DiCola, Plant Manager, was in attendance at the pre-
inspection meeting. The inspection was prompted by the anticipated renewal of the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

The Eastlake Plant has the following three process water discharges:
• Ouffall 001 discharge consists of boiler blowdown, condenser cooling water

(rioncontact), and neutralized discharge water from the ECO system.
• Outfall 002 receives water from the coal pile runoff and metal cleaning wastes. This

process water is treated with lime and polymer for coagulation and precipitation prior to
being treated by a filter press. This water, along with the ash transport water that has
been treated by bottom ash hydrobins and the ash storage runoff, are discharged to the
Combined Treatment Basin (Ash Pond) followed by treatment with high rate filters prior
to discharging to Lake Erie.

• Outfall 003 receives regenerate wastes and floor/equipment drain wastes that have been
directed to the low volume wastes basins and treated by high rate filters.

The Eastlake Plant has six permitted storm water ouffalls (Outfalls 004, 005, 006, 007, 008 and
009. However, Outfall 005 no longer exists physically. The flow from Outfall 005 has been
redirected to the low volume waste basin where it eventually discharges through Ouffali 003.
Outfall 005 will be eliminated in the renewal permit.

The internal stations within the plant include Internal Stations 603, 606, 611 and 612. Intake
water is monitored at Intake 800.

During the inspection, the following items were noted or discussed:
1. All of the process outfalls and storm water ouffalls were inspected. The discharges were

clear and no visual impacts were observed.
2. The Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan was last updated in February 2012. All

employees are provided with storm water training each year. Training records are kept
electronically.
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3 The NPDES permit application requires the submittal of a site map and water use
diagram. The map provided is not legible and does not indicate the locations of the
ouffalls and internal stations. Please submit a legible map with the required information.
Please submit an updated water use diagram.

4 The operation of the power plant has significantly changed since the submittal of the
NPDES permit application. Units 4 and 5 ceased coal-burning operation on September
1, 2012 and are in synchronous condenser mode. Units 1, 2, and 3 are operating at a
reduced level, a Reliability Must Run (RMR) mode through April 2015. Please submit a
written description of the operation changes that have occurred at the power plant and
how these changes may relate to the NPDES renewal permit.

A review of the facility's Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) revealed the following effluent
limitation violations during the period of July 2011 through August 2012.
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5.6	 2/2912012

Please be advised that failure to comply with the effluent limitations or to satisfy the monitoring,
reporting, or compliance scheduling requirements of your NPDES permit may be cause for
enforcement pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 6111.

The renewal permit will be drafted in the near future. When it is public noticed, please review
the permit carefully. A 30-day comment period will be provided. Any questions or comments
concerning the draft permit must be submitted in writing to Division of Surface Water Central
Office.

Should you have questions regarding this letter, please contact the undersigned at
(330) 963-1163.

Sincerely,

a--,

Marie Underwood, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

MU/cs

ec:	 Megan Zale, Ohio EPA, DSW, CO


