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September 18, 2012
RE: LORAIN COUNTY

CITY OF AMHERST
MUNICIPAL STORM WATER
NOTIFICATION OF POSSIBLE ILLICIT DISCHARGE
PERMIT #3GQ00040

Ron Merthe
Superintendent of Utilities
City of Amherst
480 Park Avenue
Amherst, OH 44001

Dear Mr. Merthe:

On September 17, 2012, Ohio EPA received a complaint regarding a possible illicit discharge to the City
of Amherst municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4). The complainant states that Bug's Towing
located at 700 Mill Avenue does not implement proper spill clean-up procedures. The week of June 29,
2012, the complainant observed William Barfield, owner of Bug's Towing, apply absorbent to a spill of
hydraulic fluid, but then sweep it down the storm sewer. On September 16. 2012, the complainant
observed Mr. Barfield relocating cars under a canopy, revealing fluid spills from the cars that have been
towed to the site and previously stored out in the yard. Mr. Barfield failed to excavate and properly
dispose of petroleum-impacted soils. Runoff from the yard flows into an unnamed tributary of Beaver
Creek.

This letter will serve to notify the City of Amherst about the possible presence of an illicit discharge. Per
the obligations of the Ohio EPA General Storm Water National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Permit for Small MS4s #3GQ00040*BG, please conduct an illicit discharge investigation to
determine if an illicit discharge exists and if so, take all steps necessary to remove the source(s) of illicit
discharge to the MS4 as allowed under municipal code. Appropriate actions may be to provide Mr.
Barfield with educational materials on spill prevention and response; ordering contaminated soils to be
excavated and properly disposed; curbing, berming or paving to prevent future discharges of petroleum-
impacted runoff to the MS4; taking enforcement action as allowed by Chapter 922 of the municipal code:
Illicit Discharge and Stormwater Connection Control; and periodically monitoring the MS4 in the vicinity of
the business for evidence of illicit discharge. Please submit documentation of the investigation, its
findings, outcomes, and plan for corrective action to me no later than October 16, 2012.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (330) 963-1145.

Sincerely,

6,e-
Dan Bogoevski
District Engineer
Division of Surface Water
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Cc:	 David Taylor, Mayor, City of Amherst
Mark Costello, Safety Service Director, City of Amherst
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