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September 13, 2012 RE: LAKE COUNTY
PAINESVILLE WATER POLLUTION CONTROL
CENTER
NPDES PERMIT NO. 0H0026948
OEPA PERMIT NO. 3P000029

Randy Bruback, Superintendent
Painesville Water Pollution Control Center
1170 North State Street
P.O. Box 601
Painesville, OH 44077

Dear Mr. Bruback:

On September 12, 2012, this writer conducted a pre-permit inspection of the Painesville Wastewater
Treatment Plant (WWTP). The inspection was prompted by the anticipated renewal of the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. You represented the city during the
inspection.

At the time of inspection, the plant was producing an effluent of satisfactory visual quality, in that
there was no evidence of suspended solids, floating debris or oil and grease. General operation and
maintenance of the grounds, processes, and equipment were satisfactory.

Renovations at the WWTP that began in 2009 were completed late 2010. The maximum hydraulic
capacity of the WWTP is 28 MGD. All of this flow is capable of ultimately receiving secondary
treatment.

During the inspection, you stated that additional upgrades to the WWTP and collection system are
anticipated within the next two years. You stated that the Shamrock Pump Station located at the
east end of Brookstone Boulevard will be online by January 2013, enabling sewage flow in the city to
be transferred from the Lake County collection system to the City of Painesville collection system.
The anaerobic digester sludge heaters will be replaced with new heaters by September 2013.
Because the WWTP receives sludge from the water plant resulting in increased sludge treatment
needs, a new sludge dewatering building will be constructed in 2014.

A review of the Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) covering the period of October 2010 through
July 2012 revealed the following effluent limitation violations:

Reporting
Station Code
001	 01119
001	 01119
001	 01119
001	 50092
001	 50092
001	 01119
001	 01119
001	 01119
001	 01119

Parameter
Copper, Total Recoverable
Copper, Total Recoverable
Copper, Total Recoverable
Mercury. Total (Low Level)
Mercury, Total (Low Level)
Copper, Total Recoverable
Copper, Total Recoverable
Copper, Total Recoverable
Copper, Total Recoverable

- UmitTipe	 LImit
3ODConc	 15
30D Qty	 0.34
lDConc	 34
30D Conc	 8.2
30D Qty	 0.0001
300 Conc	 15
300 Qty	 0.34
lDConc	 34
1D Qty	 0.77

Reported Violation
Value	 Date
49.	 111/2011
.45995	 1/1/2011
49,	 1/20/2011
11.	 3/112011
.00034	 3/112011
72.	 7/1/2011
.67153	 7/1/2011
125.	 7/7/2011
1.17335	 717/2011
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001	 01119	 Copper, Total Recoverable	 30D Conc	 15	 52.	 8/1/2011
001	 01119	 Copper, Total Recoverable	 30D Qty	 0.34	 .4645	 8/1/2011
001	 01119	 Copper, Total Recoverable 	 1 D Conc	 34	 52,	 814/2011

Please be advised that failure to comply with the effluent limitations or to satisfy the monitoring,
reporting, or compliance scheduling requirements of your NPDES permit may be cause for
enforcement pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 6111.

This office has received the responses to the effluent limitation violations cited above. No additional
information on the effluent limitation violations is requested at this time.

A review of the DMRs also reveals that the DMRs have been pinned by Mr. Jeff Tressel, Laboratory
and Pretreatment Coordinator. Be advised that DMRs may be pinned by the plant superintendent or
higher-ranking official. While eDMR allows permitted facilities to enter and submit DMR data, federal
and state regulations specify who can legally sign and certify the reports. Pursuant to the
regulations, DMRs can only be signed and certified by a facility's responsible official, i.e. owner,
principal executive officer, or ranking elected official or by a duly authorized representative of said
official.

The renewal permit will be drafted in the near future. When it is public noticed, please review the
permit carefully. A 30-day comment period for the draft permit will be provided. Any questions or
comments concerning the draft permit must be submitted in writing to our Central Office.

Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact the undersigned at (330) 963-
1183.

Sincerely,

MPU-11- ^,4 Atru

Marie Underwood, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

MU/cs

ec	 Caitlin Ruza, Ohio EPA, DSW, CO


