
Q	 Environmental
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John R. Kasich, Governor
Mary Taylor ) Lt. Governor
Scott J. Nally, Director

Re:	 Notice of Violation
Putnam County
Columbus Grove
NPDES Permit

September 13, 2012

Mr. Jeff Vance
Columbus Grove WWTP
113 East Sycamore Street
Columbus Grove, Ohio 45830

Dear Mr. Vance:

On September 5, 2012, an inspection was conducted at the Village of Columbus Grove's Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP). You were present and provided operation and maintenance information on the plant. The final
effluent discharge observed into Plum Creek appeared green with no noticeable odor.

A bypass of flow was observed going over the weir in the control box that separates the discharge flow from the
primary trickling filter flow to Wet Well #1 (recirculation/secondary trickling filter wet well). The final clarifier and
disinfection were being partially bypassed. It was noted that three-fourths of an inch of rain was received the
previous day and that Pumps 5 and 6 in Wet Well #2 were having difficulty keeping up with the incoming flow. It
is believed that Pump 6 valves are faulty, and the facility is waiting on the contractor to make repairs.

This bypass is an unauthorized discharge as outlined in Part Ill, item 11, of the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Part ill, Items 11 and 12 needs to be followed when a bypass occurs.
Failure to meet the conditions in the NPDES permit will lead to escalated enforcement action.

A review of the discharge monitoring reports from April 2012 to August 2012 shows that there have been
numerous effluent limit violations. it is also noted that there have been several frequency violations. The specific
instances of non-compliance are enclosed on a separate sheet.

Please inform this office in writing within 30 days as to the steps taken or proposed to prevent any further
violations. If these violations continue to occur and if satisfactory progress is not made, we will have no choice
but to recommend escalated enforcement action to achieve compliance.

Our completed inspection report is enclosed. If you have any questions, please contact me at (419) 373-3053.

Sincerely,

Ryan Gierhart
Division of Surface Water

/jlm

Enclosures

pc: Mayor and Council, Village of Columbus Grove

ec: Tracking

Northwest District Office	 419] 352 8451
347 North Dunbridge Road	 419 1352 8468 (fax)
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398	 www.epa.oho.gov



C***M
State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northwest District Office

NPDES Compliance _Inspection _Report
	section A National	 	 System Coding	 -

L Permit #	 NPDES#	 Month/Day/Year inspection Type Inspector Facility Type
2PC00004ID I OH00202i1 	 9105/2012	 1	 R	 I	 S	 1

ctHi I-;: F

Name and Location of Facility Inspected

Village of Columbus Grove WWTP
1371 N. Defiance Street
Ottawa OH 45875

Name(s) and Title(s) of On-Site Representatives

Jeff Vance, Village Administrator

Name, Address and Title of Responsible Official
Jeff Vance, Village Administrator
113 E. Sycamore Street
Columbus Grove, Ohio 45830

ita

	

Time
	 Permit Effective Date

	

10:40 am.	 8/1/2008

	

-ffxit Time	 Permit Expiration Date
	11:2-5a, m	 7/31/2013

Phone Number(s)

419-659-5740
419-2 33-382 5 (Cell)

Phone Number

(419) 659-2982

Section C Areas Evaluated During Inspection
=	 '1 - 1 }flH U	 t	 N'-'t E	 3t=

U Permit	 U Flow Measurement 	 N Pretreatment
N Records/Reports	 N Laboratory	 N Compliance Schedule

JJ Operations & Maintenance 	 S Effluent/Receiving Waters 	 N Self-Monitoring Program
MJ Facility Site Review	 N fSludge Storage/Disposal	 N Other
N I Collection System

Section D:Suniu.iaryof Finfflns (Attch addLtional sheets if necessa.!Ty)

Discharge observed at Plum Creek was clear with no noticeable odor.

The discharge flow meter and totalizer were not working.

High water level was observed in recirculation/ final clarifier pump station.

A bypass of flow was observed going over the weir in the control box that separates the discharge flow
from the primary trickling filter flow to the wet well #1 (recirculation/secondary trickling filter wet well). The
final clarifier and disinfection were being partially bypassed. It was noted that 1/4 inch of rain were
received and that pumps 5 and 6 in wet well #2 that pump to the final clarifier were having difficulty
keeping up with the incoming flow. It is believed that pump 6 valves are faulty, and the facility is waiting
on the contractor to repair.

Inspector	 Reviewer,	 -

Ry,n Gierhart
Environmental Specialist Il
Division of Surface Water
Northwest District Office

_	 ....Date	 Thomas Poffenba
Water Quality Engineer Il/Unit Supervisor
Division of Surface Water
Northwest District Office



Rc porting	 Ppor1d	 V]irn

PPrU	 StationCd	 PirrnUr	 Limit Tyra	 Limit	 Value

	

4UJMay 2012	 J001	 316451 E.coh	 130D Conc 161	 1762.06511112
	2PCOOOO4*lD May 2012_001	 31648_çij7DConc 362	 2400.012

	

92004*IDjJ001	 00400 	 pH	 _10Cone 6,5	 6.435/4/2012

	

2PC00004*IDMay2012	 001	 31648	 E. coIl	 7D Cone 362	 12400.	 5/812012

	2PC0000410 Mayjql2	 001	 31648	 E, coil	 -	 70 Conc 362	 2927.2F5/1512012

	

2PC000041D l May2012	 001	 31648	 E. coil	 70 CQnC 362	 489.897	 5/2212012

	

2PC00004*ID June 2012 	 001	 50092	 Mercury, Total (Low Le 	 30D Cone 73.1	 107.	 6/1/2012

	

2PC00004*LD July 2012	 001	 31648	 E. coil	 7DConc	 362	 411.	 7/22/2012



I	 ft

Reporting	 Spe	 Violation
Permit No	 RepoThij Period	 station	 Code	 Pa meter	 Frq	 c	 Expected Reported	 Date

2PC0000410 June	 2012	 00101074	 Nickel, Total Recovera 	 1/Quarter 1	 0	 61112012
2PC00004*ID June 	 2012	 001	 01094	 Zinc, Total Recoverabl	 1/Quarter 1	 0	 6/1/2012
2PC00004ID June	 2012	 001	 01113	 Cadmium, Total Recover	 1/Quarter 1	 0	 6/112012
2PC00004*lD June 	 2012	 001	 01114	 Lead, Total Recoverabi	 1/Quarter 1	 0	 6/1/2012
2PC00004*lD June	 2012	 001	 01118	 Chromium, Total Recove	 1/Quarter 1	 0	 611/2012
2P000004*lD June	 2012	 001	 01119	 Copper, Total Recovera 	 1/Quarter 1	 0	 6/1/2012
2P000004*ID June 	 2012	 001	 01220	 Chromium, Dissolved He	 1/Quarter 1	 0	 6/1/2012
2PC00004*ID June	 2012	 001	 00719	 Cyanide, Free	 1/Quarter 1	 0	 6/1/2012
2PC00004*ID July 2012	 001	 00610	 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3 2/Week	 2	 1	 7/8/2012
2PC00004*lD July 2012	 001	 00610	 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3 2/Week	 2	 1	 7/22/2012
2PC00004*ID July	 2012	 001	 31648	 E. coIl	 2/Week	 2	 1	 7/8/2012
2PC00004*lD July	 2012	 001	 31648	 E. coli	 2/Week	 2	 1	 7/22/2012
2PC00004*ID June 2012	 601	 00530	 Total Suspended Solids	 2/Week	 2	 1	 6/2212012
2PC00004ID June 2012	 601	 80082	 CBOD 5day	 2/Week	 2	 1	 6/22/2012


