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June 25, 2012

Mr. Bill Knapke, Environmental Manager
Cooper Farms and Feed Animal Production
P.O. Box 339
Fort Recovery, Ohio 45846

Dear Mr. Knapke:

On May 22, 2012, an inspection was made of the Cooper Farm Feeds and Animal Production Facility located on
State Route 49, approximately one mile North of Fort Recovery, Mercer County. You were present and offered
information regarding the operation and maintenance of the plant.

in general, both operation and maintenance appeared to be good. The wastewater in the two cell lagoon system
flows in series and has a controlled discharge. You indicated that during the first year of operation, the lagoons
had to be discharged twice. The first lagoon had some foam on the surface and was green in color. The second
lagoon was brown in color. There were some weeds observed around the edge of both lagoons. Please be sure
to minimize these weeds as they can have a detrimental effect on the lagoon if allowed to continue to grow.

We are in receipt of your discharge monitoring reports covering the months of September 2007 through April
2012. Our review indicates one violation of the conditions of your National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit and is below:

This inspection was conducted in conjunction with the upcoming renewal of your NPDES permit. We have
received your application and will be drafting the new permit in the near future. When you receive the draft copy,
you will have 30 days to make any comments you may have. If you have any questions, please contact me at
(419) 373-3019.

Sincerely,

Michelle Sharp
Environmental Specialist II
Division of Surface Water
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PC:	 Mercer County Health Department
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Northwest District Office	 419 1362 8461
347 North Dunbridge Road	 419 1 352 8468 (fax)
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398 	 wvdw.epa.ohio.gov
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0H0138835	 I	 21N00222
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Facility
2

Name and Location of Facility Inspected	 Entry Time	 Permit Effective Date
Cooper Farms Feed and Animal Production 	 830 AM	 911/2007
State Route 49, 1 mile North of Fort Recovery

Exit Time	 Permit Expiration Date

9:00 AM	 8/31/2012

Name(s) and Title(s) of On-Site Representatives 	 Phone Number(s)
Mr. Bill Knapke, Environmental Manager 	 419-375-4116

Name, Address and Title of Responsible Official 	 Phone Number
Mr. Bill Knapke
Cooper Farms Feed and Animal Production
P.O. Box 339
Fort Recovery, Ohio 45846
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Thomas Poffenbr, P.E.
Water Quality Engineer
Division of Surface Water
Northwest District Office

Inspector

Michelle Sharp
Division of Surface Water
Northwest District Office
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