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RE: LORAIN COUNTY
CITY OF ELYRIA
INDUSTRIAL STORMWATER
INVACARE CORPORATION -
TAYLOR ST FACILITY
3GR00595*EG

Mr. Nick Steimle
Environmental Specialist
Invacare Corp.
1200 Taylor St
Elyria, OH 44036

Dear Mr. Steimle:

On June 4, 2012, Kelly McVay and this writer conducted an inspection of your facility, located at
1200 Taylor Street, Elyria, Ohio, to determine compliance with the Ohio EPA General Storm
Water National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for Industrial Activity
#0H000005. As a representative of Invacare Corporation, you were present during the
inspection. Along with our observations from the inspection, comments concerning your permit
are found below:

General
1. This site is the location of Invacare Corporation, Taylor Street Facility, a company that

manufactures home medical equipment as described by Standard Industrial
Classification (SIC) Code 3840: Medical Equipment and Supplies Manufacturing.

2. Storm drains from the east and south sides of the facility drains into an existing drainage
ditch on the east edge of the property.

3. Storm drains from the north and west sides of the facility drains into an existing drainage
ditch on the north edge of the property.

4. Storm water from the west parking area drains into a holding pond at the northwest
corner of the property, which then drains to the drainage ditch on the north edge of the
property.

5. A swale runs along the west edge of the scrap metal and wood hopper paved area,
northwest of the building, and then drains into the drainage ditch along the north edge of
the property.

Inspection Observations
1. At the plating docks on the northwest corner of the facility, the trench drain is filled with

sediment and debris. The drain must be cleaned out and the waste properly disposed of
into a waste dumpster. Implement good housekeeping practices to keep the area clean
and prevent sediment and debris to enter the storm drain. A valve should also be
installed in the drain. Close off the valve when loading or unloading material in the dock
if any spill were to occur. That way the contaminants would be contained to be dealt with
properly.

2. A metal scrap hopper and scrap wood hopper, by the plating docks, are uncovered
(Figure 1). These dumpsters should be covered by a lid or tarp to prevent the collection
of storm water and the formation of leachates.
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3. A runoff holding pond is located on the northwest corner of the property. It was noted
that the pond has been dredged out. Continue to monitor sediment levels in the pond
and dredge as needed to maintain the pond's required volume.

4. The trench drain on the south side of the building has been recently cleaned out. There
are multiple pollutants entering this drain.

a. Oil stains are visible leaking out around the metal grindings and turnings
dumpsters at receiving dock doors four and five (Figure 2). The dumpsters,
themselves, appear to be in good shape and not leaking. The spilling is from the
transfer process of dumping the grindings and turnings into the dumpsters.
These pollutants are leaking into the trench drain, underneath the dumpsters,
that is connected to the storm sewer. This situation is unacceptable and must be
addressed immediately. An oil/water separator must be installed on the storm
sewer that drains the area where these dumpsters are located and/or build a
containment pad to store the dumpsters on. installation of an oil/water separator
requires a Permit-to-Install (PTI) from Ohio EPA. Please contact Mike Stevens in
our office at (330) 963-1143 for further information on PTIs. This problem may
also be an employee issue. Implement refresher training and disciplinary action,
if needed, for failure to follow your Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan's
(SWPPP) policy. Also, implement good housekeeping practices to make sure the
area is kept clean at all times.

b. The grindings and turnings dumpsters should also be covered by a lid or tarp to
prevent the collection of storm water and the formation of leachates.

c. Spills were visible by the brazing shed (Figure 3). Good housekeeping practices
must be implemented. Whenever a spill occurs, it must be cleaned up and
disposed of correctly. Training may be required so the staff will know exactly
what to do in that situation.

d. Trash and debris is visible under the waste compactor (Figure 4). Good
housekeeping practices must be implemented to keep the area clean of trash
and debris.

e. The scrap metal dumpsters on the southeast side of the building are uncovered
(Figure 5). The scrap metal may have residual oils on them. The dumpsters must
be covered by lids or tarps to prevent the collection of storm water and the
formation of leachates. Good housekeeping must be implemented around these
dumpsters as well (Figure 6).

As you can see, there are multiple situations that must be addressed concerning this
one trench drain. A valve must be installed in the trench drain and closed off during
loading and unloading operations in the dock. Good housekeeping is required to make
sure the area around the trench drain is kept clean so to minimize the exposure of
pollutants.

5. The trench drain in the shipping dock on the east side of the facility is completely
clogged with sediment (Figure 7). The drain must be cleaned out and the waste diposed
of properly into the waste dumpster. Good housekeeping practices must be implemented
to keep the area clean at all times. A valve should be installed in the drain and closed off
during loading and unloading operations.

6. Oil staining is visible on the pavement, on the northeast side of the facility, where trucks
may have been stored (Figure 8). Perform routine inspections of trucks to watch for any
oil leaks. if you see a leak, place a drip pan underneath it to contain the oil and make
vehicle repairs immediately. Absorbents should be used to clean up any spills on the
ground.
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Permit
1. The SWPPP must be updated to meet the requirements of the new NPDES Permit

#0H000005. To meet these new requirements, the SWPPP must be revised and
implemented by July 1, 2012. Guidance on developing the SWPPP is available on the
Ohio EPA website at:

http:I/ea.ohio.qov/dsw/permits/GP IndustrialStormWater.aspx

Action Items
• Make aforementioned improvements to the trench drains around the facility.
• Cover dumpsters with lids or tarps.
• Provide secondary containment to metal grindings and turnings dumpsters.
• Implement good housekeeping practices to clean up spills, leaks and trash and debris in

the area.

You are directed to provide me with a letter of response indicating the actions you will take to
address the concerns and violations noted above. Please provide me with a letter of response
no later than July 6, 2012.

If you should have any questions concerning this letter, feel free to contact me at
(330) 963-1128 or by e-mail robert.hrusovsky(epa. state. oh. us. You can also contact Dan
Bogoevski at (330) 963-1145 or by e-mail at dan.bogoevskiepa.state.oh.us .

Sincerely,

- U4— ^^^ _^z
Robert Hrusovsky
Assistant to the District Engineer
Division of Surface Water

RH/cs

cc:	 Chris Carter, Director of Operations
John Schneider, Asst. City Engineer, City of Elyria

ec:	 Mike Stevens, Ohio EPA, DSW, NEDO
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INSPECTION PHOTOS
Invacare Corporation - Taylor Street

Lorain County
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Fig ure 1
	

Fiqure 3
Scrap dumpsters uncovered. 	 Spills by brazing shed. Need Good

Housekeeping!
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Fig ure 2
Metal grindings and turnings dumpsters
uncovered and transfer process spills.

F	 i-e 4
Trash and debris by waste compactor. Need
Good Housekeeping!
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Figure 8
Oil stains from truck storage.
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Fig ure 5
	

Figure 7
Scrap metal dumpsters uncovered. 	 Trench drain clogged with sediment and

debris.

Fig ure 6
Scrap debris around dumpsters. Need Good
Housekeeping!


