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Mayor and Council
Village of New Straitsville
P.O. Box 238
New Straitsvilje, Ohio 43766

Dear Mayor and Council:

On April 25, 2012, 1 conducted a Compliance Evaluation Inspection of the Village of New
Straitsville wastewater treatment facility located at 110 Window Street, New Straitsville,
Ohio. Shawn Vollmer, operator, was present and represented the village. The purpose of
the inspection was to determine the village's compliance with NPDES Permit Number
0PA00068*DD , and the Ohio Water Pollution Control Act, Ohio Revised Code Chapter
6111 On April 30, 2012, I also spoke with Jerry Smith via phone, regarding plant
operations.

As a result of the inspection and review of our fires, I have the following comments:

At the time of the inspection, the mechanical screening device was out of operation
and was actively being repaired. This must be placed back into operation
immediately. Screenings were piled on the concrete walkway. Such screenings
should not be allowed to sit on the concrete walkway, but should rather be
immediately disposed of properly in a dumpster.

2.	 The aeration tank was under aeration with good mixing. One of the three aeration
blowers was reported to be inoperable. This must be put back into operational
status immediately. The wastewater under aeration appeared to be somewhat dark
in color with some foaming, indicating inadequate wasting. The sludge return was
operational, and appeared to be functioning well. A PVC pipe had been installed,
allowing return activated sludge (HAS) to be routed by the airlift pump system
directly to the aeration basin, rather than flowing to the RAS lift station (from which it
was then routed to the head of the treatment plant). This had been done to eliminate
a problem with overflows which had been occurring at the HAS lift station. An elbow
should be placed on the outlet end of this PVC HAS pipe however, since splashing
was occurring to the side of the aeration tank. Also, the pipe must have properly
designed support braces installed immediately. The current support is
unacceptable. A Permit to Install must be obtained for the pipe installation, with as-
built plans submitted to this office.
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3. The automatic rake in the clarifier was inoperable due to an electrical switch
problem. A new switch was being obtained. As a result, the clarifier was in poor
condition, with sludge/scum floating on the surface, and with algae buildup in the
weir box. The automatic rake must be put back into operation immediately, and
spare parts should be kept on-hand to prevent any potential for situations such as
this. There was evidence of sludge (RAS) spilling over the walkway above the
clarifier and into the north sludge holding tank.

4. Both sludge holding tanks appeared full and the water/sludge in the north tank
appeared very dark, indicating inadequate aeration. Sludge must be dewatered and
disposed of properly, and must not be allowed to build up in the system.

5. A small diameter PVC pipe had been installed across the ground surface to route
sludge from the holding tanks to the drying bed. This pipe had many segments and
was not properly supported. A more suitable installation is necessary.

6. Effluent UV disinfection was reportedly ready for operation beginning May 1st.

7. The plant effluent discharge at the weir was clear and appeared acceptable. The
receiving stream downstream of the discharge appeared acceptable. The stream
was somewhat cloudy upstream of the outfall presumably due to area past mining.

8. The sludge drying bed had been nearly cleaned out. However, a pile of sludge still
remained at the west end of the bed, which had not yet been hauled away. This pile
was just outside the drying bed root, and therefore exposed to rainfall. This sludge
must be hauled away for disposal, or be held under roof at all times. Also, please
evaluate whether stormwater can drain into the sludge drying bed area from any side
and provide any necessary grading to prevent this.

9. Part I, C, of the permit contains a compliance schedule requiring back-up electrical
power generators for the treatment facility and main lift station. The village has not
complied with this schedule to-date and is therefore in violation of this condition of
the permit. Reportedly, you are trying to obtain funding for the generators. You
must comply with this condition. Please report the status of your efforts to comply
with this condition.

10. Part II, Item N, of the permit required the permfttee to post an outfall sign not later
than December 1, 2009 (4 months from the effective date of the permit). This has
not been done, and is a violation of the condition of the permit. You must post the
sign within 2 months.

11. The plant personnel need to document in the facility O&M log each date/time they
visit the main pump station, recording time of entry and exit, and any tasks
performed, as well as recording pump run time information. This pump station is a
critical part of the collections system, and such a record is important.
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12. Facility operations and maintenance appeared inadequate, requiring more attention,
or perhaps a greater staffing level.

13. There may be excessive infiltration/inflow of the collection system during peak
rainfall periods. Please have an engineer evaluate this, and determine whether
further studies are warranted.

A review of the facility Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR's), for the period April 2011
through March 2012 revealed the following effluent violations:

Station I Reporting Code Parameter	 Limit Type I Limit I Reported Value f Violation Date
April 2011
001	 1 00300	 Dissolved Oxygen 11 D Conc	 15.0	 12.6	 4/5/2011
001	 100300	 Dissolved Oxygen 11 D Cone 	 15.0	 14.2	 4/7/2011
May 2011

31616	 Fecal Coliform	 30D Conc	 1000	 6660.	 5/1/2011

i	 31616	 Fecal Coliform	 17D Conc	 12000 166560.	 5/22/2011

Please be advised that failure to comply with the effluent limitations or to satisfy the
monitoring or reporting requirements of your NPDES permit may be cause for enforcement
action pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code Chapter 6111. If you have not already done so,
please inform this office, in writing, within ten days of receipt of this notification as to the
reasons for the above referenced violations, as well as a description of the actions taken or
proposed to prevent any further violations. Your response should include the dates, either
actual or proposed, for completion of the actions.

Attached is a copy of the inspection report which indicates Marginal or Unsatisfactory
evaluations for certain items, as discussed in the comments above. On the day of the
inspection, the facility was found to be in marginal compliance with the permit. Please reply
to each of the items above, in writing, within 14 days of the date of this letter.

Sincerely,

Pq'11W1 f"-(^4
Dan Messerly
District Staff Engineer
Division of Surface Water

DM/dh

Enclosure

C:	 Jerry Smith, ORC, Buckeye Environmental Services



NPDES
Compliance Inspection Report

A. NATIONAL DATA SYSTEM CODING

Permit No.	 ]NPDES No.	 Date	 I Inspection Type Inspector	 Facility Type
0PA00068*DD I 0H0050571 	 April 25, 2012	 1 C	 S	 1

B. FACILITY DATA

Name & Location of Facility Inspected 	 Entry Time	 Permit Effective Date
Village of New Straitsville Wastewater Treatment Works	 5:40 p.m.	 August 1, 2009
110 Window Street	 Exit Time	 Permit Expiration Date
New Straitsville, Ohio 43766 6:15 P.M.	 July 31, 2014

Name(s) & Title(s) of On-Site Representative(s) 	 Phone- Number(s)
Shawn Vollmer, Operator 	 (740) 394-2425
Name Address, & Title of Responsible Official 	 Phone Number
Mayor and Council, Village of New Straitsville 	 (740)3 94-2425
P.O. Box 238, New Straitsville, Ohio 43766

Jerry Smith, ORC, Buckeye Environmental Services 	 (740) 342-9191
2303 Township Road 126 NE, New Lexington, Ohio 43764

C. AREAS EVALUATED DURING INSPECTION

S	 Permit
S	 Records/Reports
U	 Operations & Maintenance
S	 Facility Site Review
M	 Collection System

S	 Flow Measurement
S	 Laboratory
S	 Effluent/Receiving Waters
M	 Sludge Storage/Disposal

N/A Pretreatment
U	 Compliance Schedules
S	 Self-Monitoring Program

Other

(S = Satisfactory; M = Marginal; U = Unsatisfactory; N = Not Evaluated; N/A = Not Applicable)

D.	 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS/COMMENTS (attach additional sheets if necessary)

Jerry Smith pulls samples, does field parameters; transports other samples to TCCL Labs, New Lexington, Ohio.
Flow meter calibrated — 12/2011. Each lab instrument needs log book.
Sludge hauled in dry form to Tunnel Hill Landfill, New Lexington.
J. Smith maintains log at wwtp for time on-site, O&M, etc.
Lab instruments are calibrated as-needed; however, must be calibrated day of use, and after every 10 samples.

Dan Messerly, Inspector, QE-PA, Southeast District Office

Je4inifer M /Witte , Reviewer, Ohio EPA, Southeast District Office

42̂_ ^ 7__ —
Date

Date
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