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RE: LAKE COUNTY
KI RTLAN 0
HOLDEN ARBORETUM
LANTERN COURT
9203 KIRTLAND-CHARDON ROAD
NPDES PERMIT NO. 3PR00474

Mr. Al Picciano
Maintenance Director
Holden Arboretum
9500 Sperry Road
Kirtland, OH 44094

Dear Mr. Picciano:

On June 5, 2012, this writer conducted a pre-permit inspection of the wastewater treatment plant
(WWTP) that serves Lantern Court. The inspection was prompted by the anticipated renewal of the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

At the time of inspection, the plant was in operation, producing an effluent of satisfactory visual
quality in that there was no evidence of foam, debris, oil or grease. The WWTP consists of a trash
trap, septic tanks, a dosing chamber, peat biofilters and a ultra-violet disinfector.

A review of the discharge monitoring reports, covering the period March 2011 through April 2012
revealed the following effluent limitation violations:
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00610
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Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3)
Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3)
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Total Suspended Solids

!LType
30D Conc
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30D Qty
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1D Qty
30D Qty
10 Qty
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Value

5.6
5.6
3.08
.00933
3.08
.00933
.09639
.06835
.09639
.06835
.06226
.06226

Violation
Dale

6/1/2011
6/28/2011
8/1/2011
8/1/2011
8/26/2011
8/26/2011
12/1/2011
12/1/2011
12/6/2011
12/6/2011
3/1/2012
3/13/2012

The DMRs also reveals that roughly 70% of the reported daily flow significantly exceeds the average
daily design flow of the WWTP. The average daily design flow is 800 gpd, yet flows as high as 6,000
gpd has been reported, resulting in mass load violations. Care must be taken to restrict the amount
of wastewater generated, so as not to cause mass load violations.
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Please be advised that failure to comply with the effluent limitations or to satisfy the monitoring or
reporting requirements of your NPDES permit may be cause for enforcement pursuant to the Ohio
Revised Code, Chapter 6111.

The classification of the Lantern Court WVVTP will be changed to a Class A treatment plant when
the permit is drafted. Pursuant to Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-7, a Class A plant must
have an Operator of Record (ORC) onsite two days per week for a minimum of one hour per week.
Our records show that Steven Howe, Jeffrey Ginn and Charles Newman of AKE Laboratory Inc.
(AKE Labs) are the Operators of Record for Lantern Court. A review of the operation and records
log book revealed that AKE Labs does not visit the plant twice a week for a period of at least one
hour per week. The requirements of OAC 3745-7 are not currently being met, as indicated by the
entries made in the operation and records log book. Please review the administrative code carefully
for information on all requirements.

The renewal permit will be drafted in the near future. When it is public noticed, please review the
permit carefully. A 30-day comment period will be provided. Any questions or comments
concerning the draft permit must be submitted to this office in writing.

Within 10 days of the date of this letter, you are required to notify this office, in writing, outlining the
corrective action, either actual or proposed, that will be taken to eliminate the above highlighted
deficiencies.

Should you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at (330) 963-1183.

Sincerely,

Marie Underwood, RE
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

MU/cs


