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Wayne Cottrell
Specialty Fertilizer Products LLC
3795 County Road 29
Mt Gilead, OH 43338

Re:	 Specialty Fertilizer Products LLC
NPDES Permit 4I1`00I00/ OH 0005576
Reconnaissance Inspection
Morrow County

Dear Mr. Cottrell:

On January 17, 2012, a Reconnaissance Inspection was conducted at the Specialty Fertilizer Products
LLC facility in Morrow County. Present for the inspection were Mark Powell and Jerry McFarland
represenUng Specialty Fertilizer Products and myself of the Ohio EPA, Central District Office, Division of
Surface Water.

The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate compliance with the terms and conditions of your NPDES
permit and to evaluate the operation and maintenance of the plant. The Reconnaissance Inspection raised
several concerns which must be addressed in the following areas:

NPDES Permit Transfer— Plant personnel indicated that the property was being transferred to a
new owner shortly following the compliance inspection. Please be advised that an NPDES
permit transfer form must be submitted as soon as possible to reflect the transfer of ownership.

Certified Operator - Subsequent to the inspection, it was determined that Roger Steinhelfer no
longer possesses a valid wastewater operator's license. Please retain the services of a licensed
operator, holding a license classification of Class A or higher, within 30 days of receipt of this
correspondence and provide notification to this office when their services are retained.

I appreciate the efforts undertaken by Mark Powell and Jerry McFarland to rehabilitate the old recycle pond
to significantly reduce or eliminate potential impacts from the pond to Thorn Run. If you have any
questions or comments concerning the enclosed inspection report, please contact me at (614) 728-3848 or
e-mail at mike,sapp©epa.ohio.gov .

Sincere!

Michael Sapp
Compliance and Enforcement Section
Division of Surface Water
Central District Office

ec: Mike Sapp
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Name and Location of Facility Inspected  	 Permit Effective Date

Specialty Fertilizer Products LLC	 ____	 _________
3795 County Road 29	 Permit Expiration Date
Mount Gilead, Ohio 43338	 7/3112014

Name(s) and Title(s) of On-Site Representatives	 Phone Numbers
Mark Powell	 419 946-1348
Jerry McFarland
Name and Title of Responsible Official ____ Phone Number

Dwayne Cotreu, Owner	 (740) 745-2133
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Key: S= Sa tisfactory, M = Marginal, U Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated

S NPDES Compliance
U	 Operations & Maintenance 	 Due to absence of state certified operator.
S	 Facility Site Review
S	 Collection System
S Flow Measurement
S Receiving Waters
S I Laboratory
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MichaelDate	 Erin Sherer, Reviewer	 Date
Compliance & Enf rcoment	 Compliance & Enforcement Supervisor
Division of Surface Water 	 Division of Surface Water
Central District Office	 Central District Office
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General
Specialty Fertilizer Products was a manufacturer of NPK (nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium) fertilizers and specialty fertilizers containing micronutrients, primarily zinc.
Raw materials included ammonium sulfate and distressed calcium phosphate.
Processes included screening, crushing, hydration and acid activation with sulfuric acid.
Raw materials were primarily delivered by truck and finished materials were transported
from the facility in bulk by rail. The facility is normally staffed by 14 employees during
periods of production. The peak manufacturing season generally ran from January -
May. Summer and fall operations primarily include maintenance and upkeep of the
facility. Manufacturing operations at this facility ceased in 2006 and two employees
currently maintain the facility.

The facility was recently sold to a new owner and it's uncertain as to the nature of the
business or manufacturing operations that will be performed in the future.

The effective NPDES permit includes the following permitted outfalls:

002 Discharge from the 2,000 gpd extended aeration package plant to Thorn
Run. Treatment system consists of a trash trap, extended aeration with
clarification, tertiary sand filtration, chlorination and dechlorination.

003 Stormwater outfall located at the southeast side of warehouse and parking
area prior to discharge to Thorn Run.

005 Stormwater outfall located at northeast side of plant parking area prior to
discharge to Thorn Run

The package plant appeared to be operating satisfactorily despite being
significantly underloaded with just two employees. The clarifier walls are scraped
twice a week and the aeration blowers are run full-time. Alloway Labs performs
contract laboratory analyses for permitted parameters (quarterly sampling).
Effluent flows are based on readings taken from an on-site well.

2. Mark Powell indicated that the Operator of Record for the package plant was
Roger Steinheffer. Subsequent to the inspection, it was determined that Mr.
Steinhelfer no longer possesses a valid operator's license. Please retain the
services of a licensed operator, holding a license classification of Class A or
higher, within 30 days of receipt of this correspondence and provide notification
to this office when their services are retained. Please ensure that the new
operator maintains an operator log book at the site. At the time of the inspection,
there was no evidence that the operator of record was keeping the required log
book.

3. From Fall 2009-Fall 2011 plant personnel undertook significant efforts to



rehabilitate the recycle pond with recompacted bentonite clay in response to
concerns about leakage from the pond. The impoundment was formerly used to
store process water and stormwater runoff from the manufacturing and material
storage areas. Plant staff drained and dredged the pond to rehabilitee the south
and east banks. As a result of this work, flows at outfalls 003 and 005 have been
significantly diminished and/or eliminated (no discharges reported from outfalls
003 and 005 during 2011).

4. During fertilizer production periods, water levels in the impoundment were
maintained by management of the manufacturing processes (e.g. if the water
level in the impoundment reached a critical level a batch of fertilizer was run in
order to utilize water and lower the level in the pond). During the recent pond
rehabilitation project, plant personnel deepened an overflow channel in the
northwest corner of the pond. The channel allows water to flow to a small field
located just west of the plant where it dissipates by infiltration and evaporation.
This modification should preclude overflows from the banks of the pond to Thorn
Run. Samples of the pond water taken in November and December 2011
showed concentrations ranges of ammonia at 2.868,95 mg/L and phosphorus at
1.94-4.04 mg/L.

5. A tour of the facility identified the presence of raw materials both outside the
plant in above ground tanks (sulfuric acid and Brewex) and inside the facility (raw
material stockpiles in addition to dredged and dewatered materials from the
pond). The new owner must be advised that these materials must be properly
disposed of in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations.



SUMMau
Permit Effluent Limit Violations: 6
Permit Effluent Code Violations: 0
Permit Effluent Frequency Violations: 0
Compliance Schedule Violations: 0


