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Re: Notice of Violation
Richland County
Briarwood Estates MHP
NPDES Permit

May 18, 2012

Ms. Diane Smith
do Granite Creations
7740 North Business Park Drive
Tucson, Arizona 85743

Dear Ms. Smith:

On May 2, 2012, an inspection was conducted of the wastewater treatment facilities serving the
Briarwood Estates Mobile Home Park (MHP) located on Lexington-Spring mill Road, just north of the City
of Ontario. At the time of the inspection, all major treatment units were in operation. Major concerns with
the treatment plant operation were noted as follows.

The treatment plant appeared to have experienced a hydraulic overloading event at the time of the
inspection. The flow EQ tank water, which is normally a gray color, was brown. The level in the flow EQ
tank was higher than normal. Both flow EQ pumps were actively pumping to the aeration system, which
would support that the level in the tank was higher than normal, which activated both pump floats. It is
assumed that the level of water in the aeration tank had risen to the point where it began to flow into the
flow EQ tank through the gravity pipe between the two tanks. The activated sludge in the aeration tanks
had a brown color, which would account for this color in the Flow EQ tank. The level of water in the
clarifier tank was high enough that the effluent weir was completely submerged. The weir normally
should have a thin layer of water flowing over the teeth out into the dosing station. The water in the
dosing station had reached a level that the water could not flow out of the clarifier and had backed the
flow in the plant through the aeration tanks to the flow EQ tank.

Due to the large amount of water being pushed through the treatment plant, solids from the clarifier were
being carried over the weir to the dosing station, which in turn pumped them onto the sand filter beds.
This leads to the filters becoming caked with solids, ponded with water, and possibly overflowing. The
sand filters ponding and overflowing have been issues that have historically been documented by our
Agency during previous inspections.

The certified operator had visited the plant earlier on the day of the inspection and noted in his log that
the dosing pumps had failed and that the "plant was full". At the time of the inspection, the dosing pump
was again operable and the level of the water within the treatment plant appeared to be dropping slowly.
By the time the inspection was completed, the flow EQ pumps had lowered the level in the EQ tank
enough that only one of the pumps was still actively pumping. The failure of the dosing pumps is a logical
cause for all of the above deficiencies in operation.

Our office has reminded you numerous times of the requirements in your National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit for daily checks of the treatment plant. You and the MHP staff have
apparently been unwilling or unable to perform these checks. If the plant had been checked daily, several
of our previously documented deficiencies in treatment plant performance and the issues noted in this
inspection would have had much less of an impact on the plant operation and possibly been averted
altogether.

Northwest District Office	 419 1352 8461
347 North Dunbridge Road	 419 1352 8468 (fax)
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398	 www.epa.ohio.gov
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The operators' log at the wastewater plant was reviewed during the inspection and found to be in good
order. The certified contract operator, Dean's Backflow Service, is visiting the treatment plant three times
a week as required by your NPDES permit.

A review of the discharge monitoring reports (DMRs) submitted to our office for the time period of October
2011through April 2012 revealed one violation of the limits contained in your NPDES permit. The
violation was for exceeding the ecoli bacteria limit contained in your permit in the October 18, 2011,
sample. The review also revealed that the daily required monitoring for Odor, Color, and Turbidity are not
being taken every day. It is also evident from the data submitted that daily flow rates are not being taken,
as the data submitted appears to be average values taken from readings when the certified operator visits
the plant. Failure to record these readings daily is a violation of the conditions of your NPDES permit. A
printout of the days that the readings were not taken is enclosed.

The need to check the treatment plant daily is also required by Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-7-
04 paragraph C,3,b which reads "Daily visits to all treatment works shall be performed by the permittee,
his representative, or agent five days a week and noted in the operational and maintenance records
required by rule 3745-7-09 of the Administrative Code." You are also in violation of OAC 3745-7-04.

Our office has been made aware of the electrical service issues that occur at the treatment plant site and
understand the effects power fluctuations can create on treatment plant equipment. This only reinforces
the need to have someone competent visit the treatment plant site every day.

After continued attempts to achieve compliance, our office is left with no choice but to recommend
Director's Final Findings and Orders (DFFOs) be issued to you for violations of your NPDES permit and
OAC 3745-7-04. These recommended orders will require immediate compliance with the permit and rule
and will include a financial penalty.

It should be noted that our office feels that your contract certified operator has done a satisfactory job of
operating the treatment plant to the best of his ability when he is onsite. The fact that the effluent from
the treatment plant meets the majority of the NPDES permit limits is a testament to the effort he puts forth
to keep the plant in compliance given these issues.

If you have any questions, please call me at 419-373-3070.

Sincerely,

Walter Ariss, P.
Environmental Specialist II
Division of Surface Water

/jlm

Enclosures

pc: Steve Hammer, Briarwood Estates MHP
Kevin Dean, Dean's Backflow Service

ec:	 Inspection Tracking
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02/19/2012
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02/23/2012
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02/04/2012
02/05/2012
02/07/2012
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02/11/2012
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02/14/2012
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2PY00018DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*IJD February 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
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2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
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2PY000I8DD February 2012	 001
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2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
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2PY00018*DD February 2012	 001
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2PY00018*DD Mach 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD March 2012	 001
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2PY00018*DD March 2012	 001
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2PY00018*OD March 2012	 001
2PY00018*IJD March 2012	 001
2PY00018DD March 2012	 001
2PY000I8DD March 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD March 2012	 001
2PY000I8*DD March 2012	 001
2PY00018DD March 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD March 2012	 001
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2PY000I8*DD March 2012	 001
2PY0001B*DD March 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD March 2012 	 001
2PY00018*OD March 2012	 001
2pY00018*DD March 2012	 001
2PY00018*DD IMarch 2012	 001
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2PY00018*DD March 2012	 001
2PY00018DD March 2012	 001
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2PY00018*DD March 2012	 001
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2PY0001S*DD March 2012	 001
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PY00018DD April 2012	 001
?PY00018DD April 2012	 001
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OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE INSPECTION

	

•	 WWTPS LESS THAN 25,000 GPO 	 /) f \-
NPDES Permit NoC / /2()

Facility Name	 Expiration Date_________________

Facility Address / 	/ Je-hj77	 ,A)ato ^?/'ime /f)amip5)
City 02A, 10 	 County	 Township_________________

Name and Address of Owner	 e-	 /-4
Person Contacted 	 Phone____________________

Flow: Design	 O 0	 GPD	 Present	 2O_	 GPD (metered -t51)
Tub. Pop. 	 - estimated) Weather at time of inspection: Temp

OEPA Personnel	 District NWDO

1.	 Plant Effluent - Mark Severity No.

No.	 No.	 Turbidity	 No.	 Odor	 No.	 Color

0	 None	 Clear
	 XJ None	 I
	

Colorless

•t	 Mild

2	 Moderate	 Solids

Effect of effluent on Receiving Stream Name: t1'2'7 -e_74-	 (/-et'--

No.	 Severity	 No.	 Turbidity	 No.	 Odor	 No.	 Color

a. Plant has 	 excellent 	 good 	 fair _________ poor operation
b. Planthás _________ excellent	 7	 good	 fair 	 poor maintenance
c. Sand filters have ______excellent	 '< good	 	 fair 	 poor maintenance

d. Not operating at expected efficiency due to:

2.

3

^.
l))(_hydraulic overload
2) ' organIc! solkis overload
) personnel inefficiency

(4))<:equipment failure
(5) wastes
(6)

Yes No

4.	 Compliance with NPDES Permit

• Disinfection: (Required May I thru Oct.31.)
IN	 OUT

Chlorination Tablets
Dechlorination Tablets
u.v.

- -------
N	 Para meters:

Periodic Violations

-	 Chronic Violations

5. • Adequate plant safety

6. Operation and Maintenance Service	 Name

Frequency of Visits _________________________

Revised 5/05 RZ	 Page 1	 -



Facility Name:	 r',d
Process	 # Units	 Unit	 If Needed - Description and Comments

Trash Trap	 Pumping Frequency:

Preliminary	 Grease Trap	 Pumping Frequency:

Bar Screen

Comminutor

Flow Equalization	 4-/ I--.-t
Jy	 ,4'i- ,'-

Aeration	 Plant Timer	 Y	 N	 Cycle Time	 -

Equipment	 Motor/ slower Unit 
Secondary Color:	 'c)
Treatment	 Aeration Tank	

Adequate Aeration: Y 41 N_

/ev(	 c4 /5	 c/f/'	 er-
Clarifier

FinalFinal Settling	 SludgeReturn	 In 4I Out
Surface Skimmer	 Ir1	 Out
Fixed Media Clarifier
Surface Sand Filter

Tertiary	 ____
Treatment	 Polishing Pond

Other

N	 Chlorine Tube Feeder

Dechlorination Tube FeederDisinfection	
Ultraviolet (UV)	

4 'e -/

Elapsed Pump Time
Flow Metering Recorder (continuous total)

pLV• 	 -Ft	
/	 •	 /Pumps	 Sand Filter Effluent Dosing 	 V/ 7

Sludge	 Aerated Storage Tank
Handling	 Sludge Drying Bed

Municipal POTW
Sludge 
Disposal	

-	 Landfill 	 -
Land Application	 -	 -

Advariced 	
Post Aeration

Treatrpit	 Spray Irrigation

4al el	 Other

Page 2


