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RE: NOTICE OF VIOLATION
SUMMIT COUNTY

CERTIFIED MAIL 7012 1010 0000 9467 7179

Mr. Husni Halasa
Akron's Finest Mulch, LLC
1735 Copley Road
Akron, Ohio 44320

Dear Mr. Halasa:

On April 19, 2013, I inspected your mulch/compost site at 1735 Copley Road, Akron.
The reason for the inspection was to determine compliance with Ohio's laws and rules
regarding solid waste management and composting found in Ohio Revised Code (ORC)
Section 3734 and Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Chapter 3745. Summit County
Health Department informed Ohio Environmental Protection (Ohio EPA) that the site
appeared to be an unregistered compost site.

Attending the inspection were you and Mario Halasa, representing Akron's Finest
Mulch, and I representing Ohio EPA, Division of Materials and Waste Management.
Your site is approximately three acres and most of the area is covered with a large pile
of mulch/compost about 12 feet thick. The material contained mainly shredded wood
but there were also areas containing leaves.

We discussed that the site primarily produces wood mulch. However, because there
were leaves mixed in with the wood mulch and there was also a pile of leaves mixed
with tree limbs, this makes your site a compost site.

Violations

1. Because the mulch contained leaves, Ohio EPA considers the material to be
compost. Also, there was a large pile of leaves mixed with tree branches located
north of the mulch/compost pile. Therefore, your site is currently an unregistered
compost site. You are in violation of OAC 3745-560-400(A) regarding Class IV
composting facility establishment. This rule states:
"No person shall establish a new class IV composting facility or continue to
operate an existing facility without first submitting a registration application in
accordance with this rule."
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To achieve compliance, you must complete the registration process pursuant to
OAC 3745-560-400. You have sent an application to Ohio EPA. The plan
drawing is deficient and needs to include contour lines, the water well, the
compost area, the mulch area, berms, and any leachate collection structures.
Please revise the plan drawing.

OAC 3745-560-400(B) states in part,

(2) "Plan view drawing, using a scale of one inch equals no greater than one
hundred feet, showing the following information inside the facility boundaries
and within five hundred feet beyond the facility boundaries:

(f) Location of the materials placement areas for each of the following:

(i) Composting operations.
(ii) Storage of feedstocks, bulking agents, or additives. (Need to show

compost pile (leaves/small branches.)
(iii) Storage of compost product.

(g) Existing occupied structures. (Office trailer is not shown.)
(h) Any leachate management structure.
(I) Existing public water supply wells, developed springs, or private potable

water supply wells."

Please revise the plan drawing to include the above.

2. We looked at a well located just north of the mulch/compost pile. This well had
an overturned plastic bucket over it as a "cap." OAC 3745-560-400(C)(1)(b)
states,

"...The materials placement area and leachate management structures shall not
be located within the following.. .two hundred feet from a public water supply well,
a developed spring, or a private potable water supply well, unless either of the
following conditions are met: . . .the water supply well or developed spring is
controlled by the owner or operator, needed as a source of nonpotable water,
and constructed to prevent contamination of the ground water,"

The well is not constructed to prevent contamination of ground water. The well
needs to be properly abandoned by a drilling contractor and documentation sent
to Ohio Department of Natural Resources. Otherwise, the well needs to have an
appropriate metal well cap and sloped concrete apron installed to prevent
surface water and leachate from entering the well. The well then needs to be
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protected from on-site operations by isolating the well with Jersey barriers or
steel pipes embedded in the ground with concrete.

3. The facility does not have a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permit for storm water management which is a violation of ORC
6111 .04. The permit will require a storm water pollution prevention plan (SWP3).
Please contact Molly Drinketh, Ohio EPA, Division of Surface Water at (330) 963-
1215 for permit information.

Comments

1. There was a pile of large tree trunks and stumps at the east side of the property.
OAC 3745-560-410(L) addresses the frequency of wood processing at a
compost facility and states:

"Wood processing. The owner or operator when accepting tree stumps, trunks,
limbs, or clean untreated wood shall do the following:

(1) Shred or chip the tree stumps, trunks, limbs, or the clean untreated wood,
prior to incorporation into the composting process and remove foreign materials
including but not limited to nails and banding.

(2) Shred, chip, or remove tree stumps, trunks, limbs, and clean untreated wood
at a minimum on an annual basis or more often than annually if conditions
causing a nuisance or safety hazard warrant processing or removal of the tree
stumps, trunks, limbs, and clean untreated wood, or when required by Ohio EPA
or the approved board of health."

To comply with the above rule, your facility will need to process tree trunks and
stumps at a minimum on an annual basis.

	

2.	 Regarding turning of compost piles, please be aware that OAC 3745-560-
41 0(D)(4) requires turning compost piles at a minimum, two times per year.

3. We discussed compost siting or "set back" requirements that are listed in OAC
3745-560-400 (C). It is important to note that compost must be at least 200 feet
from surface waters of the state. Any compost must be 200 feet away from the
stream at the west side. Also, any compost must be 250 feet from neighboring
buildings. This limits any compost to be located only in the southeast corner of
your property.
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4. At no time should the well, mentioned at violation 3 above, be buried by mulch;
as this could lead to contamination of ground waters of the state of Ohio.

5. There are various operational requirements for Class IV compost sites listed in
OAC 3745-560-410. Record keeping requirements are listed in OAC 3745-560-
415. Please review these requirements.

Ohio EPA understands that you intend to continue the mulch making business (without
leaves) over most of the site and have the southeast corner as a registered Class IV
compost site. Please address the above violations.

Please respond in writing with a schedule of compliance to correct these violations
within fourteen (14) days of receipt of this letter. Nothing in this letter shall be construed
to authorize any waiver from the requirements of any applicable state or local solid
waste laws or regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation. Should you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me at (330) 963-1286.

Sincerely,

4L
Dave Dysle
Environmental Specialist
Division of Materials and Waste Management

DD/cl

cc:	 Barry Chapman, DMWM, CO
Molly Drinketh, DSW, NEDO
Andrew Deiken, Summit County Public Health
File: [Sowers/COMP/SummitIGEN/77]


