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Dear Mr. Nemeth:

On August 7, 2008, Ohio EPA, Division of Air Pollution Control, Southeast District Office,
investigated a complaint regarding excessive fugitive dust from Absolute Concrete, Inc., a
portable concrete batch plant located at 40004 State Route 40 in Morristown, Ohio. The
complainant indicated that concrete dust from the plant was being blown onto property next
door and impacting vehicles and other structures there. In addition to the complaint
investigation, Ohio EPA inspected this facility for compliance with Ohio's air pollution laws
and rules and the air permit issued for this plant. Mr. Rich Nucci represented the company
during Ohio EPA's visit, and Ohio EPA was represented by Laura Stalder and me.

Permit-to-Install (PTI) #06-06216 was issued for this portable facility (emissions units FOOl
through F004) on July 27, 2000. Although Permit-to-Operate (PTO) applications were
received on June 22, 2000, no PTOs have been issued for this facility to date.

Based on observations during the inspection/complaint investigation, records reviewed prior
to and after the inspection, and my telephone discussion with you on October 22, 2008, the
following violations of the state and federal air pollution requirements and the PTI for this
facility were discovered:

(1)	 Malfunction Reporting
Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) rule 3745-15-06(B)
In the event that any emission source, air pollution control equipment, or related
facility breaks down in such a manner as to cause the emission of air contaminants
in violation of any applicable law, the person responsible for such equipment shall
immediately notify the Ohio environmental protection agency district office or
delegate agency of such failure or breakdown. If the malfunction continues for more
than seventy-two hours, the source owner or operator shall provide a written
statement to the director within two weeks of the date the malfunction occurred. The
immediate notification and written statement shall include the following data:
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(a) Identification and location of such equipment including the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency permit application number for each air
contaminant source;

(b) The estimated or actual duration of breakdown;
(c) The nature and estimated quantity of air contaminants which have been or

may be emitted into the ambient air during the breakdown period; and
(d) Statements demonstrating that:

(i) Shutdown or reduction of source operation during the breakdown
period will be or would have been impossible or impractical;

(ii) The estimated breakdown period will be or was reasonable in duration
based on installation or repair time, delivery dates of equipment,
replacement parts, or materials, or current unavailability of essential
equipment, parts, or materials;

(iii) Available alternative operating procedures and interim control
measures will be or have been implemented during the breakdown
period to reduce adverse effects on public health or welfare; and

(iv) All actions necessary and required by any applicable preventive
maintenance and malfunction abatement plan will be or have been
implemented.

Even though the baghouse was not operating properly, Absolute Concrete continued
to operate the batch plant for 2-3 weeks after the malfunction was discovered. No
immediate notification of the malfunction was provided to Ohio EPA, and the
company did not provide the written notice that was required because the baghouse
malfunction lasted for more than 72 hours. Further, the company did not notify Ohio
EPA when the malfunction was corrected as is required by OAC rule 3745-15-
06(B)(2).

The company must submit to Ohio EPA a written report that covers the items listed
in (a)-(d), above for the July/August baghouse malfunction. In addition, to comply
with OAC rule 3745-15-06(B)(3), your response to this letter must include a detailed
report which identifies a program to prevent, detect and correct, as expeditiously as
practicable, similar future failures or breakdowns of such equipment.

(2) Monitoring and Recordkeeping
Part H.C. 1. and 2. of PT! #06-06216 for Emissions Unit F004
The permittee shall perform daily checks while the equipment is in operation for any
visible particulate emissions from the fabric filter exhaust, or any visible fugitive
particulate emissions from the batch plant. The presence or absence of any visible
emissions from the fabric filter exhaust, or the batch plant shall be noted in an
operations log. If any visible emissions are observed, corrective actions shall be
taken to eliminate the visible emissions and these actions shall also be noted in the
operations log. The fabric filter exhaust shall be observed during each silo loading
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activity for visible particulate emissions from the fabric filter exhaust. The presence
or absence of any visible emissions from the fabric filter exhaust shall be noted in an
operations log. If any visible emissions are observed, corrective actions shall be
taken to eliminate the visible emissions. These actions shall be noted in the
operations log. Operations shall be halted and repairs made to the fabric filter in the
event that excessive visible emissions are observed.

Although you indicated that daily checks are being conducted by facility personnel,
these daily checks are not being recorded in an operations log. Because the
supplier is making deliveries at night when the facility is not staffed, the fabric filter
exhaust is not being observed during silo loading activities. Even though problems
with the baghouse were known, the batch plant continued to operate prior to
replacement of the baghouse bags.

The company must begin recording its daily inspections for visible emissions from
the fabric filter exhaust and the batch plant. The company must begin observing
deliveries of material to the silos and recording the results of those inspections. If
excess emissions are observed, corrective actions must be taken prior to resuming
operation of the batch plant. With your response to this letter, please provide copies
of the operational logs kept from the time of the inspection.

(3)	 Deviation Reporting
Part ILD.2. of PT! #06-06216 for Emissions Unit F004
The permittee shall submit reports which (a) identify all days during which any visible
particulate emissions were observed from the fabric filter exhaust, or the batch plant
and (b) describe the corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible particulate
emissions. The reports shall be submitted on July 15 and shall cover the period
from January 1 until June 30 for each calendar year, and on January 15 and shall
cover the period from July 1 until December 31 for each calendar year. If no
visible particulate emissions are observed during a given period, the permittee shall
submit a report which states that no visible particulate emissions were observed
during that period (These reports shall exclude deviations resulting from
malfunctions reported in accordance with OAC rule 3745-15-06).

No deviation reports have been received from this facility to date. The company
must begin submitting the required semi-annual deviation reports, beginning with the
semiannual report due on January 15, 2009.

Although a direct violation of the particulate emission limitation for this plant was not
documented, the permit for this emissions unit (1 7004) and OAC rule 3745-17-08(B) require
that reasonably available control measures be implemented to minimize or eliminate visible
particulate emissions of fugitive dust from this operation. Per the permit application for
emissions unit F004, fugitive particulate emissions are to be routed to a fabric filter. When
this control is used, the rule requires that (a) the control equipment minimize or eliminate
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visible particulate emissions of fugitive dust at the point(s) of capture to the extent possible
with good engineering design; and (b) that the control equipment achieves an outlet
emission rate of not greater than 0.030 grain of particulate emissions per dry standard cubic
foot (gr/dscf) of exhaust gases or there are no visible particulate emissions from the exhaust
stack(s), whichever is less stringent. It did not appear that the control was preventing
visible emissions from this emissions unit.

You indicated that the baghouse bags had been replaced the morning following Ohio EPA's
complaint investigation. To ensure that this problem has been adequately addressed and is
not recurring, I will be conducting a re-inspection in the near future to evaluate the visible
particulate emissions from this plant. If excess visible particulate emissions are
documented, Ohio EPA will require the company to conduct an emissions test to determine
the company's status of compliance with the 0.030 grain loading emission limitation.

Copies of the checklists completed as part of the inspection are enclosed.

Within thirty (30) days of your receipt of this letter, please provide me a written
response that details the actions that Walden Industries, Inc. has or will take to resolve the
violations listed above at the Absolute Concrete facility. The company must provide Ohio
EPA with a compliance plan and schedule that outlines the steps that the company will take
to ensure compliance with the applicable permit conditions and state and federal air
pollution regulations as indicated above. Acceptance by Ohio EPA of a schedule for
compliance does not constitute a waiver of Ohio EPA's authority to seek civil penalties as
provided in section 3704.06 of the Ohio Revised Code. The determination to pursue or
decline to pursue such penalties in this case will be made by Ohio EPA at a later date.

The assistance provided during the inspection is greatly appreciated. Should you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at (740) 380-5245 or via email at
kim.reinbold@eoa.state.oh.us .

Sincerely,

^C_ "&L--
Kimbra L. Reinbold
Division of Air Pollution Control
Southeast District Office
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Enclosures

cc:	 Rich Nucci, Absolute Concrete


