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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

STREET ADDRESS: Central District Office : MAILING ADDRESS:
Lazarus Government Center TELE: (814) 728-377&_FAX: (612} 728-289& 2.0. Box 1049
50 W. Town St.. Suite 700 WAW.B0a.5i318.0N.Us ‘ Columbus. OR 43%18-1049

Columbus, Ohio 43215

CERTIFIED MAIL # 91 7108 2133 3932 4449 7563
August 25, 2009

Mr. Joseph A. Cuske

Amsted Rail - Columbus Plant
3900 Bixby Road

Columbus, OH 43125

Re:  Notice of Violation, Facility ID 0125100987, Excess EAF Visible Fugitive Particulate
Emissions ‘

Dear Mr. Cuske:

Ohio EPA, Central District Office (CDO), Division of Air Poliution Control (DAPC), received and

responded to a complaint on August 10, 2009, regarding excessive visible particutate emission

released from the roof monitor area above the electric arc furnaces (EAFs P901, P902) at the

Amsied Rail facility on Bixby Road. Below is a summary of the findings and corresponding
- action items.

Finding 1: August 12, 2009 Excess Fugitive Emissions Observations

CDO staff investigated the complaint on August 12, 2009, by observing opacity above the roof
monitor from an adjacent roadway between 11:47 am and 12:48 pm (see attached Method 9
forms). The observations indicated opacity readings well in excess of the 20% limitation found
in Amsted Rail's permit-to-install and Title V operating permit, including some average readings
above 60% opacity. CDO staff notified Kim Myers, Amsted Rail, regarding the excessive
opacity shortly after the opacity readings were completed. Kim Myers responded that he would
initiate an investigation as soon as practical and would be inspecting the duct work for blockage.

Kim Myers notified CDO staff by phone on August 14, 2009, that maintenance staff investigated
the operation of the hooding and duct work from the EAFs following shutdown on August 12,
2008. The staff attributed the poor capture efficiency to dampers within the duct work that did
not open to 90%, as programmed but were only opening to 50%. The dampers were repaired
on August 12, 2009, and he indicated that during production on August 13, 2009, he observed
the roof monitor for visible particulate emissions. His observations indicated that the EAFs were
operating in compliance with the permit allowabie opacity limit.

Ted Strickiand, Governor
Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Govemor
Chris Korleski, Director
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Finding 2: August 17, 2009 Excess Fugitive Emissions Observations

On August 17, 2009, between 11:51 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., CDO staff again observed visible
emissions at the roof monitors and recorded readings that averaged 26% opacity during a 60-
minute observation (see attached Method 9 form). These readings exceeded the limitation of
20% opacity, as a six-minute average found in the PTI and Title V permits.

Violation:

Ohio EPA DAPC issued modification air permit-to-instali (PT1)}01-12147 on September 8, 2008
that limits the visible fugitive particulate emissions from the roof monitor above the two EAFs
(PS01, P902) to not exceed 20 percent opacity, as a 6-minute average, during any 1 hour
observation period. An identical requirement is also found in the facility’s Titie V permit issued
on March 26, 2004.

Operating an emissions unit in violation of the opacity limitations in an effective PTland Titie V
operating permit is a violation of Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 3704.05(C) which states:

“No person who is the holder of a permit issued under division (F) or (G} of
section 3704.03 of the Revised Code shall violate any of its terms or conditions.”

Action for Remedy

Please submit the following compliance plan and schedule with milestone dates on which each
will be achieved within thirty (30) days of receipt of this letter:

Milestone Completion
Date

1. Propose a corrective action to return to compliance and meet
the fugitive visible emission limitation for the electric arc furnaces:

2. If applicabie, submit a written malfunction report per Chio Administrative
Code (OAC) rule 3745-15-06(B) if the duration of the incident was
Greater than 72 hours

Piease note that Ohio EPA has the authority to seek civil penalties as provided in the Ohio
Revised Code (ORC) Section 3704.06. Submittal of the compliance plans, schedules, and
reports does not constitute a waiver of Ohio EPA's authority to seek civil penalties as provided
in ORC section 3704.06. The determination to pursue or deciine to pursue such penaities in
this case will be made by Ohio EPA at a later date.
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If you have any questions concerning the issues addressed in this letter, please contact John

Kirwin of my staff at (614) 995-0673.

Sincerely,

Velp T

o
L ~ s L
A AASN

Kelly Toth

Air Permits and Compliance Supervisor
Division of Air Pollution Control

" Central District Office

Enclosures: U.S. EPA Method 9 Forms
¢.  Adam Ward, Manager, DAPC/CDO

ec: John Kirwin, DAPC/CDO
John Pautian, Ohio EPA, DAPC/CO
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