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October 25, 2012 RE: HAMILTON COUNTY
RUMPKE SANITARY LANDFILL
NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Mr. Larry Riddle
Landfill Manager
Rumpke Sanitary Landfill
10795 Hughes Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45251

Subject: Notice of Violation
Failure to Strictly Control Odors

Dear Mr. Riddle:

On October 17, 2012, Michelle Ackenhausen and Betty Arthungal of the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) and Chuck DeJonckheere of Hamilton
County Public Health, conducted odor surveillance along public roads surrounding
Rumpke Sanitary Landfill (Rurnpke) and a subsequent on-site inspection of Rumpke.
While on site, we were accompanied by Brian Huffman from Rumpke. The odor
monitoring was performed as part of a routine odor surveillance inspection of the area
surrounding the landfill. This inspection also included the investigation of the
anonymous complaint received by Hamilton County Public Health on October 16, 2012,
at 3:15 p.m., reporting odors on Lick Road.

The routine odor surveillance inspections are being conducted to determine Rumpke's
compliance status with Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Rule 3745-27-19(B)(3) which
states "The owner or operator shall operate the facility in such a manner that noise,
dust, and odors are strictly controlled so as not to cause a nuisance or a health hazard."

When evaluating off-site odors, Ohio EPA uses the odor intensity scale provided in the
table below. Odors of an intensity 2 or above, which are caused by the landfill and are
detected beyond the facility boundary, indicate that the operator is failing to strictly
control odors.
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o	 Odor not detectable..
Odor present in the air, which activates the sense of smell and the
characteristics may or may not be distinguishable and/or definite, but not
objectionable in short durations. This is characterized by occasional
"whiffs" of odor, but is not persistent.

easily activates the snseóf smell, is :very
2	 distinct and clearly Aistinguishable, tends to be objectionable and/or,

irritating, and spersistent in the community

3	
Odor present in the air, which is objectionable and causes a person to
attempt

4	
Odor present in the air, which is so strong that it is overpowering and
intolerable for aiy length of time..

The table below summarizes the findings of the odor surveillance inspection, including
the date, time and location of monitoring points, and the odor intensity detected at each
monitoring point. Please note that at the time of the surveillance, air temperature was
69°F, the barometric pressure was at 29.8 inches, and it was clear and calm.

IDate	 TimefThik'
October 17, 2012 12:55pm Dry Ridge/Yacht Club Subdivision 	 0

1:07pm	 Old Colerain	 0
1pm	 Dunlap	 U
1:15pm	 Squirrels Nest	 0
1:18pm	 Colerain	 U
1:19pm	 Kemper (West of Lick)*	 1
1:21 pm	 Lick (South end of Lick)*	 2
1:26pm	 Kemper	 1
1:28pm	 Pippen	 0
1:32pm	 Stout	 0

:33pm	 Pottinger	 0
1:35pm	 Season	 0
1:36pm	 Springdale	 0
1:38pm	 Colerain	 0
1:pm	 Lick*	 1
2:05 pm	 Kenlper*	 2

*Returned to south end of Lick Road and Kemper Road to confirm persistence of odors.
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Due to the presence of off-site landfill odors as indicated in the table above with an odor
intensity of two or greater, Rumpke has failed to strictly control odors and, therefore, is
in violation of (OAC) Rule 3745-27-19(B)(3).

On-Site Inspection:

Following the odor surveillance inspection, we conducted an on-site inspection of the
facility. The purpose of the on-site inspection was to evaluate any source of odor which
may have been contributing to the off-site odors. Mr. Huffman explained that there had
been issues with electrical service upgrades for the flare move conducted the previous
day. Deodorizer fans were off line briefly during the upgrade but were back up the
same day. During the inspection, we observed a new sump installation just north of
the flare but did not detect any significant odors. Mr. Huffman also informed us that
the electric was shut off and temporarily disconnected to the dry scrubber odor media
pump at the Northwest Lift Station.

If you have any questions regarding this notice, I may be contacted by telephone at
(937) 285-6048 or by email at betty.arthungalepa.ohio.gov .

Sincerely,

Betty Afthungal
Environmental Specialist
Division of Materials and Waste Management

cc: R. Jay Roberts, Rumpke

ec: Tim Ingram, Hamilton County Public Health
Chuck DeJonckheere, Hamilton County Public Health
Brad Miller, Southwest Ohio Air Quality Agency
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