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August 29, 2007

Mr. Joe Bulzan, Environmental Manager
. Smurfit-Stone Container Enterprises

500 N. Fourth Street
Coshocton, Ohio 43812

Dear Mr. Bulzan:

Re: Coshocton County
Smurfit-Stone Container Enterprises
Compliance Evaluation Inspection
Ohio EPA Permit No. 01A00005*KD
NPDES Permit No. 0H0004235
Correspondence (IWW/Major)

On July 19, 2007, Ohio EPA conducted a compliance evaluation inspection (CEI) at the
Smurfit-Stone Container Enterprises, Coshocton Mill. You and Randy Hothem, Director
of Technical Services, represented Smurfit-Stone Container during the inspection.
Copies of digital photos taken during the inspection are provided on the attached CD.

The inspection was conducted to evaluate Smurfit-Stone Container Enterprises (SSCE)
compliance with its NPDES permit.

Based on the inspection, Ohio EPA has the following comments:

SSCE is considering a project to eliminate all discharges to Outfall 004.
Contaminated storm water from the drainage area would continue to be pumped
to the primary clarifier for treatment. Noncontact cooling water and clean storm
water from the parking area would be pumped across the river using an existing
pipe line and combine with the secondary clarifier effluent before discharge to
Outfall 003. This change may be beneficial by lowering total dissolved solids
and reducing toxicity at Outfall 003, A Permit To Install would be required prior
to construction.

2.	 SSCE is considering replacing the diffuser booster pump, which pumps effluent
from the secondary clarifiers to the diffusers. The current pump's maximum
pumping rate is 2200 gpm. The replacement pump would be able to achieve up
to 3000 gpm.
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3. A backup generator is recommended to provide power to the diffuser booster
pump during power failures. The booster pump is located across the river from
the mill, and there is a time lag required for operators to connect a portable
pump. Flooding of the clarifiers may occur before the portable pump is operable.

4. SSCE has reduced cooling water flows to Outfall 002 from roughly 7 rngd to 5
mgd by recycling a portion of the cooling water in the Copeland Recovery
System area.

5. SSCE has not land applied sludge or wood ash from the boiler since the
previous inspection in December 2006. All sludge was burned in the boiler
house, and all fly ash was disposed at Coshocton Landfill.

6. SSCE reported the following exceedance of effluent limits since the previous
inspection in December 2006. The exceedance was reported to have been
caused by an upset of the lagoons. it appears the primary causes of the upset
were a dramatic shift in weather from warm to cold temperatures and the use of
a new coagulant to enhance settling in the secondary clarifiers. The coagulant
appears to have concentrated in returned sludge and sludge press filtrate,
eventually inhibiting biological activity in the lagoons. The new coagulant was
apparently more toxic than those SSCE had used in the past.

7. SSCE's wastewater treatment system appears to be nearing the limits of its
hydraulic capacities. The secondary clarifiers appear to be the limiting
components of the system. SSCE should consider the addition of at least one
more secondary clarifier. The current secondary clarifiers, which were built in
1980, have only a 7 foot side water depth, which makes them susceptible to high
flows and sludge pump failures. The clarifiers are not large enough to enable
one to be removed from service for maintenance. Any new clarifiers should be
designed with a minimum twelve foot side water depth and should be built with
an outer wall high enough to protect against flooding. It appears that without
some improvements to the wastewater system, SSCE will experience
exceedances of NPDES limits with increasing frequency in the future.

Based on the results of the inspection and review of self monitoring data for the period
of evaluation, Smurfit-Stone Container Enterprises' Coshocton Mill was in marginal
compliance with its NPDES permit during the period of evaluation.
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Please submit to this office, within thirty days, a written response to the above
comments. if there are any questions, please contact me at (740) 380-5423.

Sincerely,

—I , I 4'j
Fred J. Snell
District Representative
Division of Surface Water

FJS/dh

Enclosure
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A. NATIONAL DATA SYSTEM CODING

,Permit--h INPDES No [batei
01A00005*KD	 0H0004235	 July 19, 2007

B. FACILITY DATA

NarnerandJ.ocatiOn.ofFaói

Stone Container Corporation
500 North Fourth Street
Coshocton, Ohio 43812

C

1 10:30a.m.
.ExItflthe
2:30 o.m.

Inspector, :facmtyi
S	 12

Permit Effectie D.
May 1, 2006
Permit Expirationd
July 1, 2007

Joe Buizan, Environmental Manager
	 (740) 622-6543, Ext. 238

Randy Hothem, Technical Services Manager	 (740) 622-6543
Nii AddresndTItIeOf RcinsIbIe Officia

	 PhóNumbr
Dan Truett, General Manager
	 (740) 622-6543

C. AREAS EVALUATED DURING INSPECTION

S Permit	 S Flow Measurement	 Pretreatment

S Records/Reports	 S Laboratory	 NA Compliance Schedules

S Operations & Maintenance	 M Effluent/Receiving Waters	 S Self-Monitoring Program

M Facility Site Review	 S Sludge Storage/Disposal 	 Other

S Collection System

(S = Satisfactory, M = Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated)

D. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS/COMMENTS (attach additional sheets If necessary)

See attached letter.

r, Ohio EPA, Southeast District Office
	 Date

Timothy M. Campb'Reewer, Ohio EPA, Southeast District
	

Date


