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Certified Mail - return receipt requested

Mulch Pius
attn: Jesse Garber
2854 Cincinnati-Dayton Road
Middletown, Ohio 45044

April29,2010

Re: Certified Warning Letter for operating an Air Pollution Source in the State of Ohio without first
obtainng a Permit To install and Permit To Operate (PTIO) from Ohio EPA in violation of Ohio
Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-31-02.

Dear Mr. Garber:

On January 29, 2010 an investigator from the Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services
(HCDOES) responded to a complaint of fugitive dust from your facility and determined that Mulch Plus
was operating without a Permit To Install or Permit To Operate (PTIO) from Ohio EPA.

On February 3, 2010 a second agent of the HCIDOES spoke with you and you committed to submitting a
PTIO application for Mulch Plus. On March 18, 2010 HCDOES visited Mulch Plus to discuss the past due
application. You were unavailable to discuss the application but left a message with our office that an
application would be submitted within one week. By April 22, 2010 no application had been received at
HCDOES. A phone call to Mulch Plus was not returned.

Since the local agency has made numerous contacts with your facility and it appears there has been no
effort on your part to comply with the State of Ohio regulations, our agency has no option except to refer
your case to the Ohio Attorney Generals office for enforcement. This referral to the Attorney General's
Office, with recommendations for penalties, will be made within one week if the local agency has not
received your PTIO application. The application must be marked.Mention: Mike Ploetz and received at:

Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services
250 William Howard Taft Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219

Sincerely,

/)AV, (^q-
Mike Ptoelz
Environmental Compliance Specialist
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In addition to the above, storage piles and roadways and parking areas were being operated on site that
may be subject to permitting. See photos below.

Combs Trucking 11/9/09- Photos taken by Ohio EPA

At this time HCDOES is requiring Combs Trucking to submit a plan which outlines completely the steps
the company will take to bring the facility into compliance. The compliance plan should include a
timeline for submittal of permit application(s) and/ or de minimus determination(s) for equipment and

sources identified in this NOV, along with any other air sources owned or operated by Combs Trucking.

Acceptance by the Ohio EPA of this information does not constitute a waiver of the Ohio EPA's authority
to seek civil penalties as provided in section 3704.06 of the Ohio Revised Code, The determination to
pursue or decline such penalties in this case will be made at a later date. The violations identified above
also constitute a violation of Clermont County General Health District rules. Clermont County General
Health District rules are enforced by the Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services.
Failure to comply with the requirements of this letter may result in additional enforcement action
including possible referral of this case to the Office of the Attorney General.

Please submit the information requested HCDOES by no later than February 5, 2010. If you need any
ftirther information in this regard, please contact me at 513 -946- 7738

Sincerely

Kerri Castlen
Permits & Enforcement Area Supervisor

cc: Cheryl Allen, OEPA
Eric Rateliff, Clermont County


