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August 27, 2008

TELE: (330) 963-1200 FAX: (330) 4870769 	 Ted Strickland, Governor
vnn.epastate.oh.us 	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

RE: MAHONING COUNTY
SEMI-PUBLIC
PONDEROSA PARK
NPDES PERMIT NO 3PS00012

NOTICE OF VIOLATION
Ms. Georgia Davis
Ponderosa Park Resort
9362 Salem-Warren Road
Salem, OH 44460

Dear Ms. Davis:

On August 15, 2008, this writer conducted a Compliance Evaluation Inspection (CEI) of the
wastewater treatment system for the Ponderosa Park Resort campground. The intent of the
inspection was to determine compliance with the NPDES Permit No. 3PS00012. The bottom
drain for the Dunn Eden dam was also inspected to monitor compliance with the October 18,
2005 Director's Final Findings and Orders (DFFOs) signed by you as a representative of
Ponderosa Park. The DFFOs established improvements that were to be made to the dam and
the wastewater treatment system. Following are observations made during this most recent
inspection.

Wastewater Treatment:

The wastewater treatment system was unsatisfactory at the time of the inspection. Causes for
the unsatisfactory rating are listed below.

> Lift Station
The lift station near the swimming pole was overflowing raw sewage to the adjacent lake.
One pump was not operational and the other pump was switched to the off position. When
this was discovered, you switched the operational pump to the auto position. However, a
follow-up inspection on August 18, 2008 identified the lift station as overflowing again. At
the time of the second inspection, neither of the pumps were operable. An e-mail from you
on August 19, 2008 stated that one replacement pump had been installed and that a new
pump was on order to finalize the repair of the dual pump station. Be advised that the
discharge of wastewater to waters of the state constitutes violations of Ohio Revised Code
6111.04 and is subject to additional enforcement action.

> Eq ualization Tank
The equalization tank has been placed back into the system; however, it is not operational.
The tank does not act as an equalization tank since the pumps are not operational. The
tank also has not been provided with air to keep the contents aerated and mixed. Once the
lift station was reactivated during the August 15 t inspection, the equalization tank filled with
black, septic water. The flow splitter box diverted the septic wastewater to both aeration
tanks despite the fact that one of the aeration tanks is not operational.
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> Aeration System
Both aeration tanks are now connected into the system. However, the aeration tank
recently reset is not operational. The system has no power and therefore, no ability for
aeration. On August 15, 2008, septic water was flowing out of the aeration tank and into the
clarifier without treatment. At the time of the August 18 th inspection, it was confirmed that a
plumber's plug was placed in the outlet from the equalization tank to prevent the flow of
wastewater to the nonfunctional aeration tank.

The second aeration tank was operating properly. The single blower supplying air to the
tank has been provided temporary power. The power line is located above ground and over
the aeration tank which is unacceptable. The contents of the aeration tank were well mixed
and a medium-brown to dark-brown color. Only one blower provides air to the aeration tank
and air lift pumps. A second blower must be provided as a backup per current requirements
of Ohio EPA.

> Clarifiers
Both clarifiers are online. The clarifier recently replaced in the ground is not connected to
downstream treatment. The outlet from this clarifier empties onto the ground. At the time of
the August 15, 2008 inspection, untreated wastewater was flowing out of the clarifier and
onto the ground. The wastewater then flowed under the clarifier. During the August 18,
2008 inspection of the treatment system, a plug was identified in the outlet from the clarifier
to prevent the discharge of wastewater to the ground.

The second clarifier was operating properly except that the wastewater flowing out of the
clarifier was discharging onto the ground through a 6 inch pipe that was previously
connected to the other clarifier. Ponderosa was ordered to stop the discharge by attempting
to close off the valve used to isolate the two clarifiers.

The condition of the second clarifier was unacceptable. The surface of the clarifier was
covered with scum and sludge. The area behind the influent baffle was filled with scum. The
area on the discharge side of the effluent baffle contained trash and sludge that will
eventually be discharged. It appeared that the hopper sides needed scraped to reduce the
amount of sludge floating on the surface of the clarifier. As sludge accumulates on the sides
of the hopper, nitrogen gas is released causing the sludge to break away and float to the
surface. Operation and maintenance of the clarifier was unacceptable at the time of the
inspection.

> Upflow Clarifier
The condition of the upflow clarifier was unacceptable at the time of the inspection. Many of
the media plates are still missing after many promises to get them replaced. A heavy sludge
accumulation on the panels released and flowed to the sand filter dosing station when
wastewater was flowing through the system. The sludge return pumps remain inoperable.
One of the pumps has been lying on the ground for several months. The electrical fixtures in
the power supply box appeared to be detached and lying in the box.

Flow Meter
Because no electric power is provided to the flow meter, flow is not being recorded.
Permanent power must be provided to the flow meter so that daily flow can be monitored
and recorded as required by the NPDES Permit.
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> Filter Dosin g System
Only one dosing pump is operational. This is consistent with findings during previous
inspections. The dosing system must be maintained with two operating dosing pumps. An
alternating switch must be installed to alternate the pumps each time they are activated.

> Slow Sand Filters
The slow sand filters appeared to have been sprayed with a weed killer. Be advised that
herbicides shall not be used to control weeds on sand filters. Residues from the
herbicides will be directly discharged to the lake when the filters are dosed.

> Disinfection
Chlorine tablets were in place to provide disinfection. However, no dechlorination tablets
were placed in the waste stream to dechlorinate the wastewater prior to discharge. Be
advised that chlorination and dechlorination tablets must be in place at all times between
May Vt and October 31 of each year.

> Post-Aeration
The post aeration system was not functional at the time of the inspection. The blower to
supply air to the system was disassembled. The blower must be repaired and the post-
aeration system must be returned to operation as soon as possible.

Failure to maintain the treatment system is a violation of Part Ill of the NPDES Permit. You
must return all treatment operations to good working order.

NPDES Permit Compliance

As part of this inspection, a review of the Monthly Monitoring Reports was made to determine
compliance with the NPDES Permit. The period of review was July 2007 through July 2008.
Following are violations of the NPDES Permit identified for the review period.

August 2007	 Dissolved Oxygen

September 2007	 Dissolved Oxygen
October 2007	 Nitrogen, Ammonia
October 2007	 Dissolved Oxygen
October 2007	 Dissolved Oxygen

1D Conc.	 6.0
1D Conc.	 6.0
30DConc,	 1.0
1 D Conc.	 6.0
1D Conc.	 6.0

	

5.6	 8/8/2007

	

5.6	 9/25/2007

	

1.44	 10/1/2007

	

4.9	 10/4/2007

	

4.	 10/11/2007

In addition to the limit violations noted above, Ponderosa Park has not submitted Monthly
compliance reports in November and December 2007, and January through April 2008. Per the
NPDES Permit, monthly compliance reports must be submitted each month. In the event there
is no discharge from the system, Ponderosa Park must submit signed reports with the code "AL"
in the upper left-hand corner.

Be advised that violations of the NPDES Permit are subject to enforcement action including
fines of up to $10,000.00 per violation.
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Dunn Eden Dam

An inspection of the Dunn Eden dam showed that the bottom drain was still releasing sulfur
precipitates into Meander Creek. As a result, Ponderosa Park remains in Significant
Noncompliance with the Director's Final Findings and Orders. Such violations are subject to
enforcement action including fines of up to $10,000.00 per day per violation.

Required Actions

Ponderosa Park must take the following actions in order to come into compliance with the
NPDES Permit and the October 18, 2005 Director's Final Findings and Orders.

Ponderosa Park must return the wastewater treatment plant to its original design. All of
the above comments must be addressed and any additional actions necessary to return
the wastewater treatment plant to full and safe operation must be taken. As discussed
during the August 15, 2008 inspection, you agreed to have the plant back to full
operating condition no later than September 30, 2008.

I Ponderosa Park must have in place no later than September 15, 2008, two operating
pumps in the lift station near the swimming pool.

3. Ponderosa Park must initiate work on the under drain from Dunn Eden Lake. The drain
must be repaired so as to stop the discharge of sulfur precipitates to Meander Creek.
The repairs must be completed no later than November 30, 2008. During the August 15
and 18, 2008 inspections, you had promised to contact a company to discuss the dam
repair and to initiate work.

Failure to comply with the Director's Final Findings and Orders has caused this Agency to
escalate enforcement action against Ponderosa Park. In addition, this writer has initiated the
modification of the NPDES Permit to reduce the discharge volume from 80,000 gpd to 40,000
gpd. This is consistent with the capabilities of the treatment system as it currently exists.

Respectfully,

7 Jbhn Kwolek

(	
District Engineer

./ Division of Surface Water

JK/mt

cc:	 Rick Setty, Mahoning County Department of Health
Joe Mansky, Mahoning County Department of Health
Mark Mann, Ohio EPA, DSW/Enforcement, CO


