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October 22, 2010	 RE: LAKE COUNTY
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MID-WEST MATERIALS INC.
NPDES PERMIT NO. 3PR00377*CD AND
NPDES PERMIT NO. 3GU00330*DG

Mr. Michael Alley, Chief Financial Officer
Mid-West Materials Inc.
3687 Shepard Road
P.O. Box 345
Perry, Ohio 44081

Dear Mr. Alley:

On October 20, 2010, this writer conducted a compliance evaluation inspection of the sanitary
wastewater treatment plant and the groundwater remediation system. The purpose of the
inspection was to evaluate the WWTP's operation and maintenance condition, and to evaluate
the facility's compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
effluent limits. Mr. Scott McCabe, of the Maintenance Department, represented the company.

Sanitary Sewage Plant

At the time of inspection, the sanitary sewage plant was in operation. The following
observations were noted:

• The mixed liquor content in the aeration tank was dark brown in color. The return sludge
discharge was also dark brown in color.

• The settling tank content was turbid. Some sludge and grass clippings were on the surface
of the tank. Care should be taken when cutting the grass to prevent grass clippings from
entering the tank.

• The overflow stand pipes have been removed.
• Maintenance of the filter beds was satisfactory.
• An elapsed time meter has been installed at the dosing chamber.
• The chlorinator was jammed to the top of the chamber with soft and mush y chlorine tablets

This material should be rem
few tablets at a time should
flow through it.

• The dechiorinator contained

oved from the chlorinator and replaced with new tablets. Only a
be placed in the chlorinator so that the wastewater can smoothly

bisulfate tablets, as required.
• A flexible hose continues to be used to waste sludge into the sludge holding tank. Use of the

flexible hose was not a part of the approved design plans for this treatment unit. The
approved design for the sludge holding tank included the use of permanent, hard piping.

The above referenced items should be corrected immediately.

A review of the Discharge Monitoring Reports covering August 2009 to September 2010
revealed the following effluent limitation violations:
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Reporting	 Reported	 Violation
Station Code	 Parameter	 Limit Type Limit	 Value 	 Data
001	 31616	 Fecal Coliform	 30D Conc	 1000	 2400.	 8/1/2010
001	 31616	 Fecal Coliform	 7D Cone	 2000	 2400,	 8/22/2010

Pursuant to Ohio Administrative Code 3745-7-09, effective December 21, 2006, this Agency
requires the owner and operator of record of a wastewater treatment plant to maintain operation
and maintenance records for the wastewater treatment plant. The records shall be housed
onsite and shall be accessible for twenty-four hour inspection. The following information must
be recorded:

1. Identification of the sewage treatment works;
2. Date and times of arrival and departure for the operator of record and any other

operator required by this chapter;
3. Specific operation and maintenance activities that affect or have the potential to

affect the quality or quantity of sewage conveyed or effluent produced;
4. Results of tests performed and samples taken, unless documented on a

laboratory sheet;
5. Performance of preventative maintenance and repairs or requests for repair of

the equipment that affect or have the potential to affect the quality or quantity of
sewage conveyed, effluent produced; and

6. Identification of the persons making entries.

Groundwater Remediation System

This treatment system was installed as a result of a complaint received by the Division of
Emergency Remedial and Response (DERR) in 2005. The complainant observed a visible
sheen in a tributary of Red Creek. DERR traced the source of the sheen back to Mid-West
Materials, requiring the installation of a treatment unit to remove the contaminated ground water
from the site. A PTI (No. 80177) for the installation of a treatment system consisting of three
wells, oil/water separator, and two granular activated carbon filters was issued 7/14/06. A
Petroleum-Related Corrective Actions General NPDES Permit was issued. The treatment unit
discharges in the creek located to the east of the facility. At the time of inspection, the system
was in operation. No sheen was evident in the creek.

A review of the Discharge Monitoring Reports covering July 2006 to September 2010 revealed
the following effluent limitation violations:

Reporting

001	 00400	 pH
001	 00400	 pH
001	 00400	 pH
001	 00400	 pH

Reported	 Vloltion
Limit Type	 US Value	 Date
1D Conc	 6.5	 6.39	 7/16/2009
1D Cone	 6.5	 6.41	 4/1512010
1D Cone	 6.5	 6.48	 7/26/2010
1D Conc	 6.5	 6.37	 5/14/2009
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Be advised that failure to comply with the effluent limitations or to satisfy the monitoring or
reporting and compliance scheduling requirements of your NPDES permit may be cause for
enforcement pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Chapter 6111.

The General NPDES Permit for Petroleum-Related Corrective Actions expires December 31,
2010. As stated in Part II, Item D of the existing general permit, in order to receive authorization
to discharge beyond the date of expiration of the general permit, the permittee must notify the
Director of its intent to be covered by the new general permit (submit a new Notice of Intent -
NOI) within 45 days after the effective date of the renewed general permit.

If the general permit is not to be renewed and Mid-West Materials determines that continued
treatment is not necessary, the existing general permit should be terminated by submitting a
Notice of Termination (NOT) form. All forms can be obtained from the Division of Surface Water
Web site at www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw.

Within 10 days of the date of this letter, you are required to notify this office, in writing, outlining
the corrective action, either actual or proposed, that will be taken to eliminate the above
highlighted deficiencies.

Should you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at (330) 963-1183.

Sincerely,

Marie Underwood, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

MU/mt


