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November 26, 2007
Mr. Craig Eddy
2342 26 Street NE
Canton, OH 44705-2432

Re: NOTICE OF VIOLATION: REPEAT OFFENSES OF THE OHIO
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 3745-19-03, OPEN BURNING IN RESTRICTED
AREAS.

Dear Mr. Eddy:

The Canton City Health Department, Air Pollution Control Division (APCD) represents
the Ohio EPA in air quality matters within Stark County. As such, APCD employees are
charged with the responsibility to investigate and enforce Ohio EPA (OEPA) air pollution
regulations. APCD employees are authorized under Ohio Revised Code 3704.03 (L) to
enter upon private property to determine if there is noncompliance with OEPA
regulations.

A report was received from the Plain Township Fire Department of an open burnin9
incident on 10/31/2007 for unauthorized open burning on your residence at 2342 26tn
Street NE, Canton, OH 44705-2432. I inspected your residence on the afternoon of
November 09, 2007 and obtained visual and photographic evidence of two violations of
Ohio Administrative Code 3745-19-03 which is the Ohio EPA regulation covering open
burning in restricted areas. Specifically: 1) the fire area was in excess of 3 feet in
diameter and 2) the fire had been used for waste disposal purposes by burning wiring.
We discussed the matter and you stated your intentions to be in conformance with Ohio
EPA open burning regulations. You indicated your understanding that fires shall not be
for waste disposal purposes and that you intend to properly dispose of the mattress and
the waste in the vicinity of your burn ring. (I revisited your residence on the morning of
November 15, 2007, and the mattress was gone.)

Since your residence is located within a mile of the Canton City limits, you live in what
the OEPA defines as a restricted area. Individuals in restricted areas are permitted to
conduct open burning for recreational and outdoor cooking purposes. The following
conditions apply to recreational fires;



a) They are fueled with clean seasoned firewood, natural gas or equivalent, or any
clean burning fuel with emissions that are equivalent to or lower than those
created from the burning of seasoned firewood;

b) They are not used for waste disposal purposes; and
c) They shall have a total fuel area of three feet or less in diameter and two feet or

less in height.

This incident was not your first violation. I have records from the Plain Township Fire
Department that go back to June 14th , 2005.

Be aware that, by these violations, you have subjected yourself to Enforcement Action
requesting a total fine of $750.00 from 3 separate open burnings at $250.00 each for;

1) Illegal open burning for waste disposal of tires, and copper wire with wood on
10/31/2007, inspected on 11/09/2007 and a Notice of Violation dated 11/26/2007.

2) A large and unattended illegal open burn for waste disposal of trash and furniture
on 08/28/2007, inspected on 09/24/2007 and a Notice of Violation dated
09/28/2007.

3) A large illegal open burn for waste disposal trash and furniture with wood on
06/14/2005, and a Notice of Violation dated 07/14/2005.

By copy of this letter, property owner Mr. Bert Eddy is advised that property owners can
be held responsible for the actions of their tenants.

Sincerely,

Denny Tan
Canton City Health Department
Air Pollution Control Division
Staff Field Inspector II

Enc: (1) OAC rule 3745-19-01
(2) OAC rule 3745-19-03
(3) Ohio EPA Open Burning Regulations Brochure
(4) Photographs
(5) Plain Township Fire and Rescue guidelines for open burning

Pc:	 (1) Addressee via first-class and certified mail
(2) Property owner Mr. Bert Eddy via first-class and certified mail to 2410 Gridley
Avenue NE, Canton, OH 44705-3434
(2) Open burn file
(3) NOV file



2342 26" Street NE, Plain Township, 44705$ Photo taken by Inspector
Denny Tan on 11/09/2007, shown is evidence of copper wire burning.

2342 26 Street NE, Plain Township, 44705. These photos were taken and merged by Inspector Denny Tan on 11/09/2007,
shown is the remains of an illegal open burn in a restricted area.
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PLAIN TOWNSHIP FIRE & RESCUE
GUIDELINES FOR OPEN BURNING

Occupants Name
	 Run No.

Location
	 Telephone No.

The EPA, Ohio Division of Air Pollution and Control, has classified Plain Township as a restricted area.

No person shalt cause or allow open burning in a restricted area unless having the
criteria listed below,

The burning of any materials wherein products of combustion are emitted directly
into the air without passing through a stack or chimney.

OPEN BURNING LAW
3745-19-0,3

DEFlNITlONS

Open Burning -

Eonf.re An outdoor fire utilized for ceremonial purposes (i.e.: homecomings, scout programs
religious ceremony, etc.). A bonfire shall not be more that S'x S'x Vin dimension and
shall not burn longer than 3 hours. A legal bonfire requires written notification to the
EPA and a permit from the Plain Township Fire Department.

ecreationalJ	 A fire for the purpose of cooking food for human consumption, pleasure, warmth,
Camp Fire -	 recreational or similar purposes, if all conditions below are met. The fire shall not be

More than 3' X 3'X Sin dimension,

F-3072.2 -	 Open Surninct Prohibited:
The code official shall prohibit open burning that will be offensive or objectionable
due to smoke or odor emissions when local circumstances make such fires
hazardous. The code official shall order the eKtlnguisbment, by the occupant or the
fire department, of any open burning which creates, or adds to, a hazardous or
objectionable situation.

F-3C7 3

3745'1-OS-B(2)a

Location
The location for any open burning shall not be less that 50' 1mm any atnicture, and
shall be made to prevent the fire from spreading to within 50' of any structure.

Materials!
Open burning shall not be utilized for waste disposal purposes, and shall be of clean
dry wood only.

P407,4	 Attendance:
Any open burning shall be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished and at
least one portable tire extinguisher or other approved on-site fire extinguishing
equipment shall be available for immediate utilization if needed.

• The Plain Township Fire & Rescue Department investigates open burn complaints and contacts the local
EPA authority for enforcement.

• You are advised to call the fire department at 330-492-4089 twenty4our (24) hours in advance of alegal
open bum. Contacting the tire department does not grant permission for an illegal fire.

• We will attemptto monitor situations,. as needed, to maintain a reasonable number of open burns.

• Excessive fires, with complaints being received by the fire department, shall be classified as a "nuisance'
and the applicable laws will be enforced.

The local EPA authority may be contacted at 330-489-3365.

The Plain Township Fire & Rescue Department has given me a copy of these guidelines for which I have signed
below.

(Signature)	 (Date)
fi!e:rnw/ forrnsfopenbzatl2Io5/oe



What you can do
instead of open burning
• Redact the amount. ofwasteyou-geaserata.

• Reuse limos in another way.
Recycle - Contact your local govenmient
A	 about curb-side pickup or

A	 dropofflocsfioos for bulky
or hazardous items.

• Compast yard canniness
and food scraps to

create a capital,
free fertilizer.

® Oste EPA's an sasal Opps,sunhly Employer
Printed as R. Papa,

For a complete copy of Ohio's open burning regulanOna, contact:

Gino EPA
Oisaion of Air Pollution Control
P,0. Be. 1049
Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049
(614) 644-2270

Or visit our Web site at
wu,w.eoo.scols.oltsss/dopcpensthl/openburning.hnnl

ENCLOSURE 4

When you burn refuse in burn barrels or open piles, the potential
coat to your health, your home, your neighbors and your environment
far exceeds the price 	 adequate collection services.

Protect yourself your neighbors and your wallet by Iciowing the
rules—what you can burn and where.

What is open burning?
You are open burning any time you light an outdoor fire without a

chimney or stack.

Why is open burning a problem?
Open burning can release many kinds of toxic fumes, Leaves and

plant materials send aloft millions of spores when they catch fire,
causing many people with allergies to have difficulty breathing.

The pollutants released by open burning also make it more
difficult to meet health-based air quality standards, especially in or
near large cities. The gases released by open burning can al snoor-
rode metal siding and damage paint on buildings.

What open burning
is never allowed?

Under Ohio law, these materials may net be
burned anywhere in the state at any time: 	 -9;.a 'I
• garbage—any wastes created in the process of

handling. preparing, cooldng or consuming food;
• mattrialo containing rubbcr,grcasc and asphsl or

made from peLroteum, such as tires, cars and auto
pans, plastics or plastic- coated wire; and

• dead animals.

Other restrictions:

• Open burning is not allowed when air pollution warnings, alerts or
emergencies are in affect.

• Fires cannot obsctsrc visibility for roadways, railroad tracks or air
fields.

• No wastes  generated off the premises may be burned. For example,
a tree trimming contraccor may not haul branches and limbs to
another site co burn.

Does Ohio EPA ever allow
exceptions to the rules?

Under certain circumstances, yes. However, to burn a prohibited
material or sat a firs in a, restricted area, you must receive written
permission from Ohio EPA before you begin burning. This may talce
Me weeks.

Can a community regulate open burning?
Yea. However, local ordinances cannot be less stroct than the

state law.

What happens if I'm caught
illegally open burning?

Elite EPA has the authority to entirce the state's open burning
lava. Violsb005 can result in substantial penalties. If you have any
questions, or would like to report a suspected opso burning incident,
contact your Ohio EPA district office or your local air pollution control
agency , Ohio EPA is represented by Ove district offices and nine local
air agencies gee the map in this brochure for the agenc y to contort
on your area.

Health Concerns
Burioinghouaeholfrwaate' produces msny
to,no cherotcals and is one of the largest
known sources of dioxin in the astor

Other air pollutants frmn o pen burning include
particulate mater,;su fln-d cnithe lead and merrill)',
Theae pollutants have been.linleed to several health

problems including asthma resparatocy, illnesses neovona



tiutsaue.auuage:orclty-'ltr-generecedon property) -
Wood tack, larger t' On2 ft. high x 3 ft wide,
Use clean, stasatwo firewood or equivalent, 	 -

Agricultural wastes and plant matter such as tree trimmings, stumps,
brush, weeds, leaves, grass, shrubbe0' and mscerisl from crop or
livestock production. This includes fence poses and scrap lumber, but
not buildings,
Fire mute be more than 1,000feslfrom neighbor's inhabited building.

Plant marter such a, tree trimenings, stumps, brush, weed,, leaves,
grass. shnsbbeay and crop residues, %ktlhpricrwrthenpennisseonfrom
Ohio EPA. This may take two weeks,

Plant matter such as tree trisnensngs, stumps, brush, a'ecds, leaves,
gras,s shrubberyand crop residues. Also wsste g such as wood or paper
products that are generated by one-, 'two-, or three-family residences.
Fire muss be more than 1,000 feat from nthghbor's inhabited building.

What can I burn?
The following open fires are ashamed in Ohm:

Earoeq'ues, campfires 	 Wood stack no larger than 2 It. high x 3 ft, wide,cookouts	 Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent.

Agricultural wuals Agncult,ural wastes and plant nailer such as
u-ce tnnur ngs, stumps, brush. weeds, leaves,
grass, shnabbety and macanal iron, crop or
livestock production. This includes fence posts
and scrap lumber, but not buildings
Ftromuslbs more than l,000feetfrom neighbor's
mhabitcd building Must notify Ohio SPA in odvor cc

Land-clesrsng waste	 Not permitted in csty1utilts

Residential waste

Wood stack no larger than 5 ft. high a 5 ft. wide.
Duration no longer than three hours.
Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent.
Muse notify Ohio EPA in odtrnsce,

tine clean, scaatnsd firewood contained in a
55-ga1lundrurn.

Wdlipnor wnlsanparnsissionfrom Ohio EPA,
mit in, take two wsalcs.

c6lhpdorwrutenpeimisMonfrom Ohio EPA.
This may take two weeks.

locsl health departroent, the Ohio Department or Local health department, the Ohio Department of Agriculture or the
Agriculture or the U.S. Deparunent or Agriculture U.S. Department of Agriculture verifies to Ohio EPA that open burning
verifies to Ohio EPA that open burning is hoe onl y is the only apprepriate control method.
appropriate control method mid must noljftj

Ceremonial fires

Occupational fires: welding
torches, hosting tar, head,
forwaneth of outdoor
workers and strikers

Firefighter training,
Explosive materisi disposal

Horticultural, silviccoltuesi,
range or wildlife
management practices

Disease or pest control

Wood stack no larger than 5 ft. high a 5 ft. wide.
Dursdnn no longer than three hours,
No notification required.

Use clean, seasoned firewood contained in a 55-gallon drum.

Wilitpnorwnecenpermissionfroni Ohio EPA.
This eney take twe weeks.

With prior written pennissionfrom Ohio EPA,
This 0000y take two weeks.
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Me

Local Air Pollution Control Agencies

1. Akron Regional Air Quality Management District 800) 589-2480
www.n.okron.oltus/J-iealtho4/diinsiona firm

I	 2. Canton Division ofAir Pollution Control (330) 489.3231
wulw.canlonhaoll(tol'g/efr..pollutjoncontrotbjm

S. Hamilton County Ens'ironmantal Services 8001 889-0474
wu'ui.kscdoes.orp

—	 4. Cleveland Division of Air Qualit y (235) 664-2297
—	 www.cleoelondheoleh.o,g

S. Regional Air Pollution Control Agency (Dayton Area) (800)458-2115
wuJw.ropoo.org

6. Lake County Air Pollution Control 440) 350.2543
emvw.lca heft org

)Tau.	
t PortsmouthAir Pollution Control (740) 353-5156

I	 wuew.ce.pertsmoueh.ohius/deporomsntgnteollw

S. Toledo Diteon of Envirortmeettaj Services (419) 936-3015
www.ctto)edo.oh.us/istdax.c,n,s pArdele-940 -

9. Mahooing-Trumbult Air Pollution Control Agency (330) 743-3333
www.ychd. oomjairpollutson. (emil

District Offices
coo - Central District 003cr - (800) 685-2330

StEno - Northeast District noire - 1800) 685-5330

Ieit'DO . North,vest Dteirirt Office . )800) 585-6930

SEnD - Southeast Oiau-ice Office - 500) 586-7330

5WDO - Sauthweat District Office - (SOOl 685.8930
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