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April 12, 2007

Re: INFORMATION RELATING TO OPEN BURNING IN RESTRICTED AREAS

Dear Mr. Fair:

This office is in receipt of a report indicating that the Canton Fire Department was called to your
outdoor fire on the evening of April 10, 2007. Many times citizens, unknowingly, violate open
burning regulations because they are unaware of their existence. Your fire might have been in
violation of Ohio EPA regulations and the Canton City ordinance regarding recreational fires. This
letter is to make you aware of these regulations/ordinances.

According to Ohio EPA, you live in a restricted area. Ohio EPA does permit certain kinds of
recreational fires in restricted areas. Please note the Ohio Administrative Code that follows:

Ohio Administrative Code 3 745-19-03 (B): Open burning shall be allowed for the following
purposes without notification to orpermissionfrom the Ohio EPA:

(2) Bonfires, campfires and outdoor fireplace equipment, whether for cooking food for human
consumption, pleasure, religious, ceremonial, warmth, recreational, or similar purposes, if the
following conditions are met:

(a) They are fueled with clean seasoned firewood, natural gas or equivalent, or any clean
burning fuel with emissions that are equivalent to or lower than those created from the
burning ofseasonedfirewood;

(b) They are not used for waste disposal purposes; and

(c) They shall have a totalfuel area of three feet or less in diameter andtwofeet or less in height.
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However, be advised that the city has a recreational fire ordinance that is more restrictive than the Ohio
EPA regulations. The city does not allow open burning for purposes other than cooking food for human
consumption. Except for common barbeque grills, the city requires verbal application made to the local
fire department in your area at least 48 hours prior to the time the fire is set. You do this by calling the
Canton Fire Department at (330) 489-3400. There are city restrictions on the locations, size, fuel, and
duration of the fire. Enclosed is a copy of Canton City Ordinance 1513 on Recreational Fires. Also
enclosed is a copy of the form that the fire department will fill out when you call in your verbal
application to them. You might find this helpful as a guide to facilitate the process.

By copy of this letter to the listed owners of the property, they are advised that property owners are
responsible for open burning violations through the actions of their tenants.

Sincerely,

Gregory A. Clark, CHMM, CAHES
Air Pollution Control Engineer

Enclosures:	 1. Canton Ordinances 15 13. 01, .02, .03, and .99.00
2. Recreational Fire information form

cc: Randall and Jean S. Howard, 916 3 St. SW, Canton OH 44707-4577
Chief Steven J. Rich, Canton Fire Department, 110 Seventh St. SW, Canton OH 44702
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Recreational Fire - Ordinances

Title
15 13. 99.00 PENALTY.
Ordinance
Whoever violates any of requirements or provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree. (Ord. No. 207-2001. Passed 9-24-2001.)

Title
15 13. 01.00 DEFINITION AND EXEMPTION.

Ordinance
(a) Definition. "Recreational fire" is defined for the purpose of
this chapter as an outdoor open fire utilized to cook food for
human consumption.

(b) Exemption. A small fire contained in a non-commercial
clean burning enclosed cooking apparatus, commonly known
as a grill, which is fueled by charcoal, propane or natural gas
or similar material is exempt from the application requirement
prescribed in Section 1513.02.

(Ord. No. 207-2001. Passed 9-24-2001.)

Title
'I c 13.03. 00 PROHIBITED OPEN BURNING.

Ordinance
(a) No person or property owner shall cause or allow open
burning except as provided in Section 1513.02.

(b) If a recreational fire creates or adds to a hazardous or
objectionable situation, the Fire Department shall order the
property owner or person having control to extinguish the
fire. If the property owner or person having control refuses,
the Fire Department will extinguish the fire.

(c) If the fire is not a recreational fire which has been
approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau, or any other form of
open burning for which a permit has been issued by the Air
Pollution Control Division of the Canton Health Department,
it shall be extinguished and reported to the Air Pollution
Control Division of the Canton Health Department.

(Ord. No. 207-2001. Passed 9-24-2001.)

Title 15 13. 02. 00 APPLICATION, LOCATION, MATERIAL,
SIZE AND DURATION.

Ordinance
(a) Application. Application for approval of recreational fires
shall be verbally submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau at
least forty-eight (48) hours before the fire is set. If a
recreational fire is planned for a weekend or holiday,
notification shall be given by 4:00 p.m. Friday or by 4:00 p.m.
the last business day before the holiday. The following
information shall be provided at the time the approval is
requested:

(1) The purpose of the fire;
(2) The nature and quantities of the material to be burned;
(3) The date, time and duration of the fire;
(4) The location; and
(5) The fire-extinguishing equipment to be provided.

(b) Location. The location of the fire shall not be less than
fifty (50) feet from any structure.

(c) Material. The material shall be of the minimum size for
the intended purpose, consist only of seasoned dry firewood
and be ignited with a small quantity of paper. The fuel shall
be chosen to minimize the generation and emission of air
contaminants.

(d) Size and Duration. A recreational fire shall not be more
than 2 ft. x 2 ft. x 2 ft. in dimension and shall not be permitted
to burn longer than three (3) hours, unless approved by the
Fire Prevention Bureau. All recreational fires shall be
extinguished by 11:00 p.m.

(e) Attendance. A recreational fire shall be constantly
attended until the fire is completely extinguished. Approved
extinguishing equipment shall be available for immediate
utilization at all times.

(Ord. No. 207-2001. Passed 9-24-2001.)
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Recreational Fire

Application for approval of recreational fires shall be verbally submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau at
least forty-eight (48) hours before the fire is set. If a recreational fire is planned for a weekend or holiday,
notification shall he given by :00 p.m. Friday or by 4:00 p.m the last business day before the holiday

Phone:Name of Person Having Fire:

Address & Location of Fire:

Purpose of Fire:

Today's Date: 	 Date of Recreational Fire:

Time of Fire: _________ a.m./p.m. through 	 am/p.m.

*** Note: Recreational Fires are not permitted to burn longer than three (3) hours, unless
approved in advance by the Fire Prevention Bureau, and shall be extinguished by 11:00 PM

Type of Material to be Burned:

*** Note: Only seasoned, dry fire wood may be used. Construction materials cannot be burned!!

Size: A recreational fire shall not be more than 2 ft. x 211. x 2 ft. in dimension

Check type of extinguishing material/equipment that will be on hand at all times:

Fire Extinguisher	 ______ Garden Hose ______ Sand

Attendance:	 A recreations fire shall be constantly attended until the fire is completely extinguished!

Location: Fire may not be within fifty (50) feet of any structure

Application Taken By
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