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CERTIFIED MAIL	 October 8, 2007
Mr. Michael Neidert
8320 Market Avenue, N
Canton, OH 4472 1-1329

Re: INFORMATION ON THE OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 3745-19-04, OPEN BURNING IN

UNRESTRICTED AREAS

Dear Mr. Neidert:

The Canton City Health Department, Air Pollution Control Division (APCD) represents the Ohio
EPA in air quality matters within Stark County. As such, APCD employees are charged with the
responsibility to investigate and enforce Ohio EPA (OEPA) air pollution regulations.

On the evening of Sunday, September 23, 2007,1 was at your residence and documented a landscape
waste fire that was generating significant quantities of white smoke that was not being dissipated and
was drifting over the public roads. Ohio EPA does permit open burning of this material in
unrestricted areas subject to the following conditions:

(a) The fire is set only when atmospheric conditions will readily dissipate contaminants;

(b) The Life does not create a visibility hazard on the roadways, railroad tracks, or air fields;

(c) The fire is located at a point on the premises no less than one thousand feet from any inhabited
building not located on said premises;

(d) The wastes are stacked and dried to provide the best practicable condition for efficient burning; and

(e) No materials are burned which contain rubber, grease, asphalt or liquid petroleum products.

Also, be aware that the above applies only to waste generated on the premises. It is not legal for you to burn
landscape waste brought in from some other location.
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I enclose a copy of the relevant regulation, the Ohio EPA "Before You Light It..." publication and a list of
Stark County locations for free drop off of residential yard waste/

• &y ? &&%
Gregory A.Clark, CHMM, CAHES
Air Pollution Control Engineer

Enclosures:	 1. Ohio Administrative Code 3745-19-04
2. Ohio EPA Pamphlet "Before You Light It..."
3. List of Stark County locations for free drop off of yard waste

cc:	 Addressee via First Class Mail
Chief Robert M. Calderone, Green Fire Division, 4200 Massillon Road North Canton, OH 44720
Correspondence
Residential Open Burn File
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3745-19-04 Open burning in unrestricted areas.
[Comment: For dates of non-regulatory government publications, publications of recognized
organizations and associations, federal rules, and federal statutory provisions referenced in this
rule, see the last paragraph of rule 3745-19-01 of the Administrative Code titled "incorporation
by reference."]

(A) No person or property owner shall cause or allow open burning in an
unrestricted area except as provided in paragraphs (B) to (C) of this rule or
in section 3704.11 of the Revised Code.

(B) Open burning shall be allowed for the following purposes without
notification to or permission from the Ohio EPA:

(I) Heating tar, welding, acetylene torches, highway safety flares,
heating for warmth of outdoor workers and strikers, smudge pots and
similar occupational needs.

(2) Bonfires, campfires and outdoor fireplace equipment, whether for
cooking food for human consumption, pleasure, religious,
ceremonial, warmth, recreational, or similar purposes, if the
following conditions are met:

(a) They are fueled with clean seasoned firewood, natural gas or
equivalent, or any clean burning fuel with emissions that are
equivalent to or lower than those created from the burning of
seasoned firewood;

(b) They are not used for waste disposal purposes; and

(c) They shall have a total fuel area of three feet or less in
diameter and two feet or less in height except when such fire is
used for ceremonial purposes it may have a total fuel area no
greater than five feet in diameter and five feet in height if the
ceremonial fire burns no longer than three hours.

(3) Disposal of residential waste or agricultural waste generated on
the premises if the following conditions are observed:

(a) The fire is set only when atmospheric conditions will readily
dissipate contaminants;

(b) The fire does not create a visibility hazard on the roadways,
railroad tracks, or air fields;

(c) The fire is located at a point on the premises no less than one
thousand feet from any inhabited building not located on said
premises;

(d) The wastes are stacked and dried to provide the best
practicable condition for efficient burning; and

(e) No materials are burned which contain rubber, grease,
asphalt or liquid petroleum products.

(4) Disposal of hazardous explosive materials, military munitions or
explosive devices that require immediate action to prevent
endangerment of human health, public safety, property or the
environment and that are excluded from the requirement to obtain a
hazardous waste permit pursuant to paragraph (D)(1)(d) of rule 3745-
50-45 of the Administrative Code.

(5) Recognized training in the use of fire extinguishers for
commercial or industrial fire prevention.

Fires allowed by paragraphs (111)(1), (B)(2), (B)(3) and (11)(5) of this
rule shall not be used for waste disposal purposes, and shall be of the
minimum size sufficient for their intended purpose; the fuel shall be
chosen to minimize the generation and emission of air contaminants.
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(C) Open burning shall be allowed for the following purposes upon
receipt of written permission from the Ohio EPA, in accordance with
paragraph (A) of rule 3745-19-05 of the Administrative Code, provided
that any conditions specified in the permission are followed:

(I) Disposal of ignitable or explosive materials where the Ohio EPA
determines that there is no practical alternate method of disposal,
excluding those materials identified in paragraph (13)(4) of this rule;

(2) Instruction in methods of fire fighting or for research in the
control of fire as recognized by the State fire marshal division of the
Ohio department of commerce and the guidelines set forth in the
National Fire Protection Association's (NFPA) publication 1403:
"Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions, Chapter 4, Acquired
Structures", provided that the application required in paragraph
(A)l) of rule 3745-19-05 is submitted by the commercial or public
entity responsible for the instruction;

(3) In emergency or other extraordinary circumstances for any
purpose determined to be necessary by the director and performed as
identified in the appendix of rule 3745-19-03 of the Administrative
Code. If deemed necessary, the open burning may be authorized with
prior oral approval by the director followed by the issuance of a
written permission to open burn within seven working days of the
oral approval;
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(4) Disposal of land clearing waste generated on the premises if the
following conditions are observed:

(a) The fire is set only when atmospheric conditions will readily
dissipate contaminants;

(b) The fire does not create a visibility hazard on roadways,
railroad tracks, or air fields;

(c) The fire is located at a point on the premises no less than one
thousand feet from any inhabited building not located on said
premises; and

(d) An air curtain destructor or other device or method
determined by the director to be at least as effective is used to
curtail release of air contaminants;

(5) Recognized horticultural, silvicultural, range, or wildlife
management practices; and

(6) Fires and/or pyrotechnic effects, for purposes other than waste
disposal, set as part of commercial film-making or video production
activities for motion pictures and television.

(D) Open burning shall be allowed for the prevention or control of disease
or pests with written or verbal verification to the Ohio EPA from the local
health department, cooperative extension service, Ohio department of
agriculture, or U.S. department of agriculture, that open burning is the
only appropriate disposal method.

Effective: 07/07/2006 R.C. 119.032 review dates: 01/20/2006 and
07/07/2011 CERTIFIED ELECTRONICALLY Certification
06/27/2006 Date Promulgated Under: 119.03
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For a complete copy of Ohio  open burning regulations, contact:

Ohio EPA
Division fAir Pollution Control
P.O. Box 1049
Columbus, Ohio 43216- 1049
(614) 644-2270

or wait our Web site at
soww.apo.slofe.oh. us/dopc/ generol/opeobu ming. brett

What you can do
instead of open burning

Redact the tonount of waste you generate.
Reuse items in another way.
• Recycle - Contact your local government

S dropoff locations for bull
about curb-side pickup or

or hazardous items.
-. Compost yard trimmings

sad fond scrape to
create a natural,

-	 free ferlilizec

--
Seste d Ohio Eavtsanseathl reoteofisa Agessy

Before You
Light It... -

Know Ohio's Open
Burning Regulations

July 2006	 -

-n

-	 ,
tee

I,®
Ohio EPAis Sr Equal Opsarleslty employer
Printed an Recycled Paper

When you burn refuse in burn ban-eta or open piles, the potential
cost to your health, your home, your nd ghbors and your enronrnent
far exceeds the price of adequate collection services.

Protect yourself, your neighbors and your wallet by knowing the
rules—what you can burn and where,

What is open burning?
You are open burning any time you light an outdoor fire without a

chimney or stack.

Why is open burning a problem?
Open burning can release many kinds of toxic fumes. Leaves and

plant materials send aleft millions ofspores when they catch fire.
causing many people with allergies to have difficulty breathing.

The pollutants released by open burning also make it more
difficult to	 or health-hated airquality standards, especially in or

lanear rge cities - The gases released by open burning can also cor-
rode metal siding and damage point on buildings.

What open burning
is never allowed?

Under Ohio law, these materials essay not be
burned anywhere in the state at any time:

• garbage—any wastes creased in the process of
handling, preparing, cooking or consuming fond,

• materials containing rubber, grease and asphalt or
made from petroleum, such as tires, cart and sub
parts, plastics or plastic- coated wire; and	 gsa
dead animals.

Other restrictions:

• Open burning is not allowed when air pollution warnings, alerts or
emergencies are in effect.

• Fires cannot obscure viaibOitv for roadways, railroad tracks or air
fialds.

• No wastes generated off the premises may be burned- For example,
a u-cc trimming contractor may net haul branches and limbs to
another site to burn.

Does Ohio EPA ever allow
exceptions to the rules?

Under certain circumstances, yes. However, to burn a prohibited
material or sets fire ins restricted area you must recei vs written
permission from Ohio EPA before you begin burning. This may take
two weeks.

Can a community regulate open burning?
Yes. However, local ordinances cannot be less strict than the

state law.

What happens if I'm caught
Illegally open burning?

Ohio EPA has the authority to enforce the state's open burning
laws. Violations can result in substantial penalties. If you have any
questions, or would Use,to report a suspected open burning incident,
contact your Ohio EPA district office or your local air pollution control
agency . Ohio EPA is represented by five district offices and nine local
air agoncies. See the map in this brochure for the agency to contact
in your area.

Health Concerns
Burning household waste produces many
toxic chemicals and is one of the largest
known sources of dioxin in the nation.	 -

Other air pollutants train 	 burning include
particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, lead and mercury.
These pollutants have been linked to several health

problems, including asthma, respiratory illnesses, nervous
system damage, Hdney and liver damage, and

reproductive or developmental disorders.



What can I burn?
The foltowing open Its-es are allowed in Ohio:

Tspe of Fire	 Inside a village or cit'r (if generated on property)

Barbeques, caropiires	 Woorl stack no larger than 2 ft. high x 3 ft. wide.
cookouts	 Use clean, seasoned firewood or equiealenc.

Agricultural waste	 Agricultural wastes and plant matter such as
tree tnmmtngt, stomps, brush. weede, leaves.
grass, shrubbery, and material from crop or
livestock production. This includes fence posts
end scrap In niber, but not buildings.
Fire must be emote than I ,000feet from rser'glsbor's
inhabited building. Must notify Ohio EPA in odionce,

Outside a village or cii? if generated an property)

Wood stations larger than 2 6, high it 3 ft. wide,
Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent.

Agricultural crates and plant matter such as tree trimmings, stump,.,
brush. weeds, leaves, grass, shrubbery and material 

train 	 or
livestoctc production. This includes fence posts and scrip lumber, but
not buildings.
Fire rncosl be more that, 1, 000jdetfrom neighbor's inhabited building.

tsdclearl ng waste

Residential waste

Ceremonial fires

Occupational fires: welding
torches, heating tar, heath
Iorwsnnch ofcutdoor
workers and strikers

Firefighter training,
Explosive materiel disposal

Horticultural, silvicultural,
range or wildlife
management potatoes

permitted in city limits

permitted in city deosita.

Wood stack no larger than 5 ft. high x 5 6. wide.
Duration no longer than three hours.
Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent.
Muss nolifij Ohio EPA in odctonce.

Use clean 	 firewood contained In a
55-gallon drum.

With pdorwntteo p aneaiseio,s from Ohio EPA.
This may take two weeks.

With prior usrdsen perenissiortfrom Ohio EPA.
This may take two weeks.

Plant matter such as tree niinminga, stumps, broad, weeds, leaves,
grass, ahrubbery and crop residues. Wil/spriorwritlen pennissioiifrorn
Ohio EPA. This may take two weeks.

Plant matter such as into trimmings, stumps, brush, weeds, leaves,
graso,shruhhaiy and crop residues. Ali. wastes such ss wood or paper
products that are generated by one-, two-, or three-family residences,
tire muse be more than I, 000feeffroin neighbor's inhabited building.

Wood stack no larger than 5 ft. high a 5 It wide,
Duration no longer than three hours,
No notification required.

Use clean, seasoned firewood contained in a 55-gallon drum.

Wlt)iprior wvitsertpermissiortfron Ohio EPA.
This may take two weelcs.

With prior ujritlenpermissioetfrom Ohio EPA.
This may take hvo weeks.

Disease Dr pest control 	 Local health department, the Ohio Department of Local health department, the Ohio Oepartni ens orfigncullure or the
Agriculture or the U.S. Department of Agriculture U.S. Department of Agriculture verifies to Ohio EPA that open burning
verifies to Ohio EPA that open burn 'mg is the only is the only appropriate control method,
appropriate control method and must riohA,
01-so EPA in odcwnce,

rilisge. sed vie. sr,. ssssideecd ee.tetsted eeni,s,iiicls,eoisde,
.siliie,i,ebeaedsoesslaay.a,ieieipsiee,isee.sEise;
• e,tt,cseerpaea,isn rmit. andt,000-(ssi tee. snide cey --onssrpt,'siiss isavieg a eapsisilon at Iwo Os io,000'. sad

ev,tl,isescesestisio tievir. eed.eivs'is,le ieee snide asy .ses'eip8 esiperetisa s.uh a ysp,,ls'ios ei asic thee t0,0w. CaLl lear It., manlelpai . iv tar csieei'eioO beendeo,et,

Local Air Pollution Control Agencies

•
	 1. Akron Regional Air Quality Management District 800) 589-2480

wwui,ci.okron.oh.us/HoolthOl/ditiisions.latm

2. Canton Division of Air Pollution Control (330) 489-323
www,caetlooheo!thorg/aoipolhstiorLcontmt.Jsien

3. Hamilton County Environmental Services 800) 889-0474
www.hcdoes.org

4. Cleveland Division ofAir Quality 12161 664-2297
—	 www,c!evelondheollltoi'g

5. Regional Air Pollution Control Agency (Dayton Area) 800) 458-2115
www.ropco.org

6. Lake County Air Pollution Control (440) 350-2543
wwso.lcghd.org

7. Portsmouth Air Pollution Central 17401353-5156
www.ci.portsmoosth.oh.tss/departsrients/heoltb/

8. Toledo Division of Environmental Services (419) 936-3015
www,citotedo,o/tus/fsidex.cfioipAr!icle940

9. )elahoning-Trumbull Air Pollution Control Agency (330) 743-3333
www. ychd corn! odpothttiort hint!

District Offices
COO . Central Disrri,:t 0151cc - 18101 686-2330

"DO . Northeast District Ottlee - 800) 686-6330

Nil/DO . Northwest District Office - 8001 686-6930

SEDO - goutheasc District Office ' (800) 686-7330

awno . Southwest District 0111cc - 18001 686-8930


