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CERTIFIED MAIL
	

January 04, 2008

Mr. Michael A. Watson
Mrs. Debra A. Watson
715 401h ST NW
Canton, OH 44709-2511

Re: NOTICE OF VIOLATION: OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 3745-19-03, OPEN
BURNING IN RESTRICTED AREAS

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Watson:

The Canton City Health Department, Air Pollution Control Division (APCD) represents
the Ohio EPA in air quality matters within Stark County. As such, APCD employees are
charged with the responsibility to investigate and enforce Ohio EPA (OEPA) air pollution
regulations. APCD employees are authorized under Ohio Revised Code 3704.03 (L) to
enter upon private property to determine if there is noncompliance with OEPA
regulations.

A Canton City Fire Department report was received at this office on January 04, 2008
for an illegal open burning on December 30, 2007 at your residence of 715 

40th ST NW
Canton, OH 44709-2511. I inspected your residence on the morning of Friday, January
04, 2008 at 10:45 AM and obtained visual and photographic evidence of two violations
of the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-1 9-03(B)(2)(b) and 3745-1 9-03(B)(2)(c)
Specifically: 1) the fire is not to be used for waste disposal purposes, and 2) the fire
area was in excess of 3 feet in diameter

Since your residence is located within the Canton City limits, you live in what the OEPA
defines as a restricted area. Individuals in restricted areas are permitted to conduct
open burning for recreational and outdoor cooking purposes. The following conditions
apply to recreational fires:

1) They are fueled with clean seasoned firewood, natural gas or equivalent, or any
clean burning fuel with emissions that are equivalent to or lower than those
created from the burning of seasoned firewood;



2) They are not used for waste disposal purposes; and
3) They shall have a total fuel area of three feet or less in diameter and two feet or

less in height.

There are 15 locations within Stark County that offer Yard Waste Collection Programs
where residents can leave unbagged yard waste at no charge. In Plain Township, there
is a location at the Fire Department at 2855 Easton ST NE open on Monday, Thursday,
and Saturday from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM.

Be aware that, by repeat violations, you may subject yourself to the possibility of
enforcement actions. This office, at any time, can initiate enforcement proceedings that
can result in fines of $250 a day for each violation. This agency strongly advises you to
conduct any future open burning in strict compliance with the Ohio EPA regulations and
with the Canton City Fire Department's Guidelines for Open Burning so as to avoid any
further response from either the fire department or this Agency.

This Agency would appreciate your cooperation with regard to this matter. Should you
have any questions concerning this letter or the open burning regulations, please
contact me at (330) 489-3385.

Sincerely,

Denny Tan

Staff Field Inspector II
Air Pollution Control Division
Canton City Health Department

Enc:
1) OAC rule 3745-19-03
2) Ohio EPA Open Burning Regulations Brochure "Before You Light It...
3) Photographs (taken on 01/04/08)
4) Canton City Fire Department Guidelines for Open Burning
5) Stark County Yard Waste Disposal Locations

Pc:
1) Addressee via First-Class and Certified Mail
2) Open burn file
3) NOV file
4) Correspondence File
5) Chief Stephen J. Rich, Canton City Fire Department



Photo shows a burn area in
rear yard consisting of yard
waste disposal.

Photo shows a burn area in
rear yard consisting of yard
waste disposal.
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For a complete copy of Ohio's open burning regulations, contact:

Ohio EPA
Division of Air Pollution Control
P.O. B. 1049
Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049
(614)644-2270

or Visit our Web site at
unuw. epo.sinte.oh. us,' dnpc/generol/ openbvming. html

ann5rsesHafl iAg.n,

You

o's Open
tegulations
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What you can do
instead of open burning

Reduce the aennusil of wssteyou generate.
Reasse items in another way.

Recycle Conthctyour local government
about curb-side pickup or

dropo'location  for bulky
or hazardous items.
Compost yard Isimmings

-	 and food scraps to

.4	 create a natural,
free feetilizet

Ted ssliliIiei. diverse
Chris Ksrleukl. Oireslsr

®
Otis EPA is as Equal Opportunity Emplsyer
P,lrried an Reepelud Paper

When you burn refuse in burn barrels or open piles, the potential
cost to your health, your home, your neighbors and your environment
far exceeds the price of adequate collection services.

Protect yourself, your neighbors and your wallet by knowing the
rules—what you can burn and where.

What is open burning?

You are open burning any tOne you light an outdoor firs without a
chimney or stack.

Why is open burning a problem?
Open burning can release many kinds of toxic fumes. Leaves and

plant materials send aloft millions of spores when they catch fire,
causing many people with allergies to have difficulty breathing.

The pollutants released by open butting also make it more
difficult to meet health-based air quality standards, especially in or
near large cities, the gases released by open burning can also cor-
rode metal siding and damage paint on buildings.

What open burning
is never allowed?

Under Ohio law these materials may rwt be
burned anywhere in the state at any time:

• garbage—any wastes crested in the process of
handling, preparing, cooldng or consuming food;

• materials containing rubber, grease and asphalt or
made from petroleum, such- s tires, cars and auto
parts, plastics or plastic- coaled wire; and

• dead animalc

ne

Other restrscdons

• Open burning is not allowed when air pollution warnings, alerts or
emergencnes are in effect

• Fires cannot obscure visibility for roadways, railroad tracks or air
fie ds

• No wastes generated off the premises may be burned For example
a tree tramming contractor may not haul branches and limbs to
mother site to burn

Does Ohio EPA ever allow
exceptions to the rules?

Under certain circumstances, yes. However, to burn a prohibited
material or see a fire in a restricted area, you must receive written
permission from Ohio EPA before you begin burning. This may take
two weeks.

Can a community regulate open burning?
Yes. However, local ordinances cannot be less strict than the

state law.

What happens if I'm caught
illegally open burning?

Ohio EPA has the authority to enforce the state's open burning
laws. Violations can result in substantial penalties. If you have any
questions, or would like to report a suspected open burning incident,
contact your Ohio EPA district office or your local air pollution control
agency. Ohio EPA is represented by five district offices and nine local
sir agencies. See the map in this brochure for the agency to contact
in your area.

Health Concerns
Burning household waste produces many
toxic chemicals sad is one of the largest
known sources of dioxin in the naton.

Other air pollutants from open burning include
particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, lead and mercury.
These pollutants have been linked to several health

problems, including asthma, respiratory illnesses,Onesset, nervous
system damage, kidney and liver damage, and

-	 reproductive or developmental disorders,



What can I burn?
The following open fires are allowed in Ohio:

Type of Fire	 inside a,allsge or ettye (ii generated on prqperty) 	 Outside a Village or cot) (If generated on property]

Barbeques, campfires	 Wood stack no larger than 2 ft, high x 3 ft. wide. 	 Wood stack no larger than 2 ft, high x 3 ft. wide.
cookouts	 Use clean seasoned firewood or equivalent.	 Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent

Agricultural waste	 Agricultural wastes and plant matter such as	 Agricultural wastes and plant matter such as tree trimmings, stumps,
tree trimmings, stumps, brush, weeds, leave s ,	 brush, weeds, leaves, grass, shrubbery and material troan crop or
grass, shrubbery and material from crop or	 livestock production. This includes fence posts acid scrap lumber, but
livestock production. This includes fence posts 	 outbuildings
and scrap lumber, but not buildings.	 Firs must be more than 2,000fsst from neighborio inhobued building.

Land-clearing waste Not pennitted in city limits -- Plant matter such as tree trimmings, stumps, brush, weeds, leaves,
grass, shrubbery and crop residues. %tthpthorwSenpersthssionfinrn
Ohio EPA. This may take two weeks.

Residential waste	 Not permitted in city Smuts 	 Plane matter such as tree trimmings, stumps, brush, weeds, leaves,
grass, shrubbery and crop residues. Also wastes such as wood or paper

-	 products that are generated by one-, two-, or three-family residences.
Fire must be more 	 1,000feet from neighbor's into biied building

Ceremonial fires	 Wood stack no larger than 5 ft highs 5 ft wide	 Wood stack no larger than 5 ft. high x  ft. wide.
Duration no longer than three hours. 	 Duration no longer than three hours.
Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent. 	 No notification required.

Occupational fares: welding
torches, heating tar, heaD]
for warmth of outdoor
workers and strikers

Firefighter training,
Explosive material disposal

Horticultural, silvicultural,
range or wildlife
management practices

Disease or pest control

seasoned firewood contained in a
	

Use clean, seesotied firewood contained in a 55-gslkoa drum.
Irutu.

writsenpennissionfiom Ohio EPA.	 Wofiapnorwnflanpenntssionfrom Ohio EPA.
take two weeks.	 This may take two weeks.

wruftenpemoisaionfrom Ohio EPA.	 Wlthprior wrirtenpermissionftom Ohio EPA,
take Iwo weeks, 	 This may take two weeks.

lb department, the Ohio Department ofLocal health department, the Ohio Department of Agriculture or the
or the U.S. Department of Agriculture U.S. Department of Agriculture verifies to Ohio EPA that open burning

Ohio EPA that open burning is the only is the only appropriate control method.
'e control method and most nonfij

°villses and suits oes considered 'eeatslaeed grass.' seth hatetade:
• within the bsiadsnss at any etualapsi sarporatian;
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• within eaepscatioa Limits and one-aile sons outside any municipal sorparatian With it pspialatian of more ha,, 00,000. cal your lomf munidpallty for ssrpsratts bausdeelea.

Iffi or-Mmas rim a

SEEM
IMISM

District Offices
0100 - Central Oistrict 013cr - 800) 686-1330

NEDO - Northeast District 0100cc ' (800) 688-6330

SIWDO Northwest District Office' 8001 686-6930

SEDO ' Southeast District Office - 18001 686-7330

SWOC - Southwest District Office - (SOD) 686-8930

Local Air Pollution Control Agencies

L Akron Regional Air Quality Management District (800) 589-2480
www.rtokrors.oh,us/HeofthO4/divisioris.htm

2. Canton Division of Air Pollution Control 13301489-3231
wtmt'. contonheolf!tory/air.J201tufiorucoeolrot. hoot

3. Hamilton County Environmental Services (800) 889-0474
wu:w. hcdoea. org

4. Cleveland Division of Air Quality (216) 664-2297
www.detmeloradhusolth. org

5. Regional Air Pollution Control Agency (Dayton Area) (800) 458-2115
www. rlzpca.orp

6. Lake County Air Pollution Control 440)350-2543
www.Icghi org

7. Portsmouth Air Pollution Control 740) 353.5156
www.eiportsmouth-oh.us/deportmentsjheolfh/

S. Toledo Divison of Environmental Services (419) 936-3015
wwu). ci. to/edo. hit ets/iredex.qnn Phrtode-940

9. Mahoning-Trumbull Air Pollution Control Agency (330) 743-3333
www.ychd.coos/etirpotIution hint



Recreational Fire

Application for a pproval of recreational fires shall be verbally submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau at
least torty eght (48) hours before the fire is set. If a recreat!onal fire a planned for a weeKend or holiday,
notmcat!on shall he given by 4:00 p.m. Friday or by 4:00 p.m. the last business day before the hohda::y

Name of Person Having Fire:
	 Phone:

Address & Location of Fire:

Purpose of Fire:

Today's Date: 	 Date of Recreational Fire:

Time of Fire: ________ a.m./p.m. through 	 am/p.m.

Note: Recreational Fires are not permitted to burn longer than three (3) hours, unless
approved in advance by the Fire Prevention Bureau, and shall be extinguished by 11:00 PM

Type of Material to be Burned:

Note: Only seasoned, dry fire wood may be used. Construction materials cannot be burned!!

Size: A recreational fire shall not be more than 2 ft. x 2ft. x 2 ft. in dimension

Check type of extinguishing material/equipment that will be on hand at all times:

Fire Extinguisher	 ______ Garden Hose 	 Sand

Attendance:	 A recreations fire shall be constantly attended until the 	 fire is completely extinguished!

Location: Fire may not be within fifty (50) feet of any structure

Application Taken By



City of Canton, Certified Ordinances

1513.02 APPLICATION, LOCATION, MATERIAL, SIZE AND DURATION.

(a) Application. Application for approval of recreational fires shall be verbally
submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau at least forty-eight (48) hours before the fire is
set. If a recreational fire is planned for a weekend or holiday, notification shall be given
by 4:00 p.m. Friday or by 4:00 p.m. on the last business day before the holiday. The
following information shall be provided at the time the approval is requested:

(1) The purpose of the fire;
(2) The nature and quantities of the material to be burned;
(3) The date, time and duration of the fire;
(4) The location; and
(5) The fire-extinguishing equipment to be provided.

(b) Location. The location of the fire shall not be less than fifty (50) feet from any
structure.

(c) Material. The material shall be of the minimum size for the intended purpose,
consist only of seasoned dry firewood and be ignited with a small quantity of paper.
The fuel shall be chosen to minimize the generation and emission of air contaminants.

(d) Size and Duration. A recreational fire shall not be more than 2 ft. x 2 ft. x 2 ft. in
dimension and shall not be permitted to burn longer than three (3) hours, unless
approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau. All recreational fires shall be extinguished by
11:00 P.M.

(e) Attendance. A recreational fire shall be constantly attended until the fire is
completely extinguished. Approved extinguishing equipment shall be available for
immediate utilization at all times.

(Ord. 207-2001. Passed 9-24-01.)

1513.03 PROHIBITED OPEN BURNING.

(a) No person or property owner shall cause or allow open burning except as
provided in Section 1513.02.

(b) If a recreational fire creates or adds to a hazardous or objectionable situation,
the Fire Department shall order the property owner or person having control to
extinguish the fire. If the property owner or person having control refuses, the Fire
Department will extinguish the fire.

(c) If the fire is not a recreational fire which has been approved by the Fire
Prevention Bureau, or any other form of open burning for which a permit has been
issued by the Air Pollution Control Division of the Canton Health Department, it shall be
extinguished and reported to the Air Pollution Control Division of the Canton Health
Department.

(Ord. 207-2001. Passed 9-24-01.)



Stark County

Stark County Recycling offers 15 Yard Waste Collection Programs where residents can leave unbagged
yard waste at no charge. Materials will be loaded into the bins by township/village personnel. The
materials will be hauled to an area composter where it will be recycled into mulch or compost. Contact
Linda Morckel at 800-678-9839 if you have any questions.

PLEASE NOTE

NO DUMPING is permitted at the recycling and yard waste sites. If you see someone leaving trash at a
site, please report a description of the car and license plate number to Linda Morckel at 800-678-9839.
Violators will be prosecuted.

NOT Accepted	 Accepted
treated wood	 Material
wooden furniture	 grass shrubs
railroad ties	 leaves stumps
business waste	 branches

YARD WASTE COLLECTION SITES

Beach City
Behind Police Dept.
Church Street
Dawn to Dusk

Brewster
Street Dept.
145 1/2W. First Street
Dawn to Dusk

Canal Fulton
Street Department
950 Water Street
Dawn to Dusk

Canton Township
Township Building
4711 Central Ave SE
Dawn to Dusk

Jackson Township
West of High School
Fulton Drive
Dawn to Dusk

Lawrence Township
County Outpost
12649 Orrville St. SW
Mon-Fri. 7am - 3pm

Massillon City
City Garage
401 Walnut Rd SW
Mon-Fri 7am - 6pm

Navarre
Wastewater Plant
Hudson Drive
Mon-Fri. 7am - 3pm

Nimishillen Twp
Township Garage
4915 N. Nickelplate St.
Dawn to Dusk

Paris Township
Township Office
14220 Freed St. SE
Dawn to Dusk

Perry Township
Recycling Station
5075 Southway St. SW
Mon 10am-6pm, Fri 9-5pm
Tues-Thurs, Sat 8am-2pm

Plain Township
Fire Department
2855 Easton St. NE
M, Th. & Sat Sam - 6pm

Vvarstler Brothers
4125 Salway Ave NW
Tues-Fri. Sam - 5pm
Sat 8am - 3pm
(Wilt Reopen

March 15, 2007)

Tuscarawas Twp
Township Hall
956 Manchester Rd SW
Mon-Fri. 7:30-4pm

Wilmot
Behind Post Office
Rt. 62 & Rt. 250
Dawn to Dusk

Lake Township
Township Garage
1499 Midway St
Hartville
Dawn to Dusk


