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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northwest District Office
347 North Dunbridge Rd. 	 TELE: (419)3524461 FAX: (419) 352.8466 	 Ted Strickland, Governor
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398	 %4Wf.epa.ohio.gov	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korfeski, Director

Re: Van Wed County
Course Subdivision
Construction Storm Water

December 2, 2009

Mr. John Nomina
Farmers Grain & Feed Co.
P0 Box 395
Delphos, Ohio 45833

Dear Mr. Nomina:

On November 19, 2009, I conducted an inspection of the Course Subdivision construction site in
order to evaluate the site for compliance with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Permit for storm water associated with construction activity. Inspections are
conducted under the provisions of Ohio's water pollution control statutes, Ohio Revised Code
(ORC) Chapter 6111. Course Subdivision is located on the west side of Shenk Road, between
Church and Carpenter Roads, Washington Township, Van Wed County.

At the time of the inspection, a street and curbs had been installed along with catch basins and a
storm sewer that discharges to the east. The area along the street and Shenk Road had been
cleared, graded and seeded. There were straw bales placed in the swale along Shenk Road
and catch basins in the development were enclosed with silt fence. There are no perimeter
controls in place nor are there any sedimentation basins or ponds. There was no construction
trailer at the site nor were there any personnel present. The Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWP3) was not available for review.

The CGP requires that portions of the construction site which will be inactive for more than 21
days must have temporary stabilization initiated within the first seven days. Permanent
stabilization is required within seven days on any portion of the site that has reached final grade
or will be idle for longer than one year. If seasonal conditions prohibit the establishment of
vegetative cover, other means, such as mulching and matting, must still be used and maintained
until more permanent methods can be implemented. Because of the weather and lateness in
the season, it may be necessary to use temporary stabilization on the areas that have been
disturbed.
Straw bales are not an acceptable erosion control practice. Observation of the straw bales in
place in the Course Subdivision shows that water is eroding the soil underneath the straw bales.
Erosion, sediment, and storm water management practices used to satisfy the conditions of the

CGP are to meet the standards and specifications in the current edition of Ohio's Rainwater and
Land Development manual or other standards acceptable to Ohio EPA.

Part 111.G.2.d.ii. of the CGP requires a sediment settling pond when there is concentrated storm
water runoff. It appears that storm water is directed to the north of the site with no appropriate
controls.
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Part lll.G.2.e requires that for all large construction activities (involving the disturbance of five or
more acres of land) there must be a post construction BMP which will be able to detain storm
water runoff and meet water quality requirements.

Within 10 days of the date on this letter, please submit your Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan, including all inspection togs, as per Part lll.0 of the CGP to:

Patricia A. Tebbe, P.E.
Division of Surface Water
Ohio EPA - Northwest District Office
347 N. Dunbridge Rd.
Bowling Green, OH 43402

If you have any questions, you may contact me at (419) 373-3016 or by e—mail at
patricia.tebbeepa. state. oh. us.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Tebbe, P.E.
Division of Surface Water
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Follow-up file
Van Wert County SWCD
Van Wert County Engineer
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