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Environmental
Protection Agency

Governor

Lt. Governor

-	 Director

August 3. 2011	 RE: Lake County
Painesville Twp
Municipal Storm Water Program
Hardy Industrial Technologies Spill

Mr. Lee Bodnar, Administrator
Painesville Township
55 Nye Road
Painesville, OH 44077

Mr. Tim Miller, Director
Lake County Storm Water Management Department
125 E. Erie St.
Painesville, OH 44077

Dear Mr. Bodnar and Mr. Miller:

On August 2, 2011, Ohio EPA received your responses to my July 7, 2011, notification
of possible illicit discharge from the above referenced facility located at 679 Hardy
Road. The illicit discharge was believed to be to the Painesville Township municipal
separate storm sewer system (M54), but per Mr. Bodnar 's response, the MS4 to which
the facility discharges is that of Lake County and not Painesville Township. Regardless,
an appropriate illicit discharge investigation was conducted and it was determined that
Hardy Industrial Technologies took appropriate action to minimize any discharge of
sodium hydroxide to the MS4. More importantly, based on the sampling conducted by
the Lake County General Health District, this incident did not appear to result in a
discharge from the M54 that would have caused a violation of Ohio's Water Quality
Standards.

By conducting an investigation and submitting this response, Painesville Township and
Lake County have satisfied their obligations under the Ohio EPA General Storm Water
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for Small M54s
#3G000068*BG for this narticular incident. However, the sampling did indicate a
slightly elevated pH (7.8), which may be an indication that at least some of the spilled
material entered the MS4, albeit not enough to cause a problem this time. The operator
of the MS4 which receives discharges from this facility may wish to consider taking
additional measures to safeguard against future incidents that may cause a violation of
their NPDES permit.

In the meantime, Ohio EPA will initiate discussions with Hardy Industrial Technologies
about the applicability of the industrial storm water NPDES permit program to this
particular facility.	 If applicable. Hardy Industrial Technologies will be obligated to
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