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April 23, 2010	 RE: CUYAHOGA COUNTY
CUYAHOGA RIVER WATERSHED
CITY OF PARMA
MUNICIPAL STORM WATER PROGRAM
NPDES PERMIT #3G000030*BG

NOTICE OF VIOLATION
Mr. Paul Deichmann
City of Parma
6611 Ridge Rd.
Parma, OH 44129

Dear Mr. Deichmann:

On April 19, 2010, I received a complaint through Region 5 of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) regarding improper dewatering of dredging
from a retention basin in the Veterans Memorial Park off State Rd. The complaint
alleges that dredged material was dumped on an adjacent parking lot allowing pollutant-
laden water from the dredging to discharge into the City of Parma Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System (MS4). The complainant states that the water was oily and black
in color.

On April 20, 2010, I spoke with you about this complaint and discovered that the
dredging activity started during the last week of February 2010 and has since been
completed. No further dredging is expected at this time and measures have been taken
to stabilize the dredged soils and prevent further sediment-laden discharges to the City
of Parma M54. The dredging has been seeded, but vegetation has still not reached
70% growth density. In addition, you indicated that silt fence and storm drain inlet
protection have been installed to minimize the discharge of sediment until the
vegetation can be fully established. Finally, you indicated that the Cuyahoga Soil &
Water Conservation District (SWCD) held a training event for the service department so
as to try and educate the staff on proper practices to prevent this occurrence in the
future.

Although it appears that the City of Parma has taken appropriate steps to address this
complaint after-the-fact, please be aware that the failure to implement pollution
prevention and good housekeeping practices at the time dredging operations
were occurring is a violation of Part llI.B.6.d.iii of the Ohio EPA General Storm
Water National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit which
regulates discharges from the City's M54. The NPDES permit requires the City to
implement procedures to minimize the discharge of pollutants when conducting
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maintenance activities and procedures for the proper disposal of waste removed from
the MS4 and your municipal operations, including dredge spoil, accumulated sediments,
floatables and other debris. As such, Ohio EPA expects the City of Parma to have
planned and accounted for how to manage the liquids dewatered from the dredging as
well as the ultimate disposal of that material before the activity occurred.

Further, in investigating this complaint, I have become aware that the dredging was
disposed by spreading it out on the Parma Landfill. The dredging was placed over a
large area, perhaps 5 acres in size. Please be aware that the placement of fill is a
construction activity. Storm water discharges associated with construction activities that
result in the disturbance of 1 or more acre of land require coverage under the Ohio EPA
General Storm Water NPDES Permit for Construction Activities #OHC000003. A review
of our records does not indicate that the City of Parma has obtained the required
NPDES permit coverage. As such, the City of Parma is also in violation of Ohio
Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-38-06 and ORC 6111.04 for failure to obtain
NPDES permit coverage for storm water discharges associated with construction
activity. To address this violation, the City of Parma must submit a Notice of Intent
(NOl) to Ohio EPA and develop and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWP3). During our telephone conversation, you indicated that the SWP3 has been
developed and was reviewed by Cuyahoga SWCD. The plan is currently being
modified in conjunction with their comments and will be implemented as soon as
possible. An NOI and instructions can be downloaded at our Web site at
www.epa.ohio. gov/dsw/storm/stormformaspx Please submit the NOI no later than
April 30, 2010.

Finally, in consulting with our Division of Solid and Infectious Waste Management
(DSIWM) regarding this matter, I understand that placement of material on the landfill
has been a compliance issue for Parma Landfill in the past. Be aware that I have
referred this mailer to Clarissa Gereby in DSIWM for follow-up. Additional violations
may result from the placement of the dredging on the landfill cap.

Please provide me with a letter of response indicating the changes you will make to
your Municipal Storm Water Program to prevent this violation in the future. Measures
may include, but are not limited to, training programs for Service Department staff, the
establishment of a written procedure or specific work plan on how to conduct future
dredging activity, procedures for the proper disposal of dredging including the
identification of suitable sites for disposal, and enforcement protocols for City staff that
violate the written procedures or work plan. Your response should be received no later
than May 7, 2010.
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Please be aware that failure to comply with the NPDES permit is a violation of Ohio
Revised Code (ORC) 6111.04 and 6111.07. Violations of ORC 6111 are punishable by
fines of up to $10,000 per day of violation.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (330) 963-1145.

Sincerely,

Dan Bogoevski
District Engineer
Division of Surface Water

DB/mt

cc:	 Hasmukh Patel, City of Parma
Brian Higgins, Service Director, City of Parma
Dean DePiero, Mayor, City of Parma
Laura Travers, Cuyahoga County Board of Health
Clarissa Gereby, Ohio EPA, DSIWM, NEDO
Bart Ray, Ohio EPA, SIU, NEDO
Julie Schilf, US EPA Region 5, Materials Management Branch


