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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northeast District Office

2110 East Aurora Rd.	 TELE: (330) 963-1200 FAX: (330) 487-0769 	 Ted Strickland, Governor
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087	 www.epastatechus	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

July 29, 2009	 RE: CUYAHOGA COUNTY
CITY OF BROOKLYN
MUNICIPAL STORM
WATER PROGRAM INSPECTION FINDINGS

Mr. Doug Rehker
Storm Water Program Coordinator
City of Brooklyn
7619 Memphis Ave.
Brooklyn, OH 44144

Dear Mr. Rehker:

Ohio EPA has completed an audit of the City of Brooklyn Municipal Storm Water Program,
Minimum Control Measure #6. This program is a requirement of the Ohio EPA General Storm
Water National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for Small Municipal
Separate Storm Sewers Systems (M54s) OHQ000047*AG and Ohio Administrative Code 3745-
39. On July 7, 2009, Ohio EPA met with you and other representatives of the City of Brooklyn
to determine compliance with the NPDES permit and the Storm Water Management Plan
(SWMP) submitted by the City in March 2003.

Storm water best management practices (BMPs) were evaluated to determine if they are being
implemented per the expectations of Ohio EPA. In performing this audit, Ohio EPA
implemented the Municipal Storm Water Program Evaluation Guide developed by the United
States Environmental Protection Agency.

Attached are the Municipal Storm Water Program Evaluation and Field Inspection Worksheet(s)
used during the audit with comments by Ohio EPA regarding your MS4 program. Please review
them in detail to determine specific elements where your program needs improvement, In
theses attachments you will find comments detailing ways to improve your M54 program.
Listed below are violations or deficiencies that will need to be addressed:

Violations
• Failure to adopt procedures for the proper disposal of waste removed from your

MS4, i.e., catch basin cleanings. This is a violation of Part llI.B.6.d.iii.3 of the NPDES
permit, Ohio Revised Code 6111.04 and 6111.07, and is open dumping under ORC
3734.03 and Ohio Administrative Code 3745-27-05(C). The City of Brooklyn stores the
cleanings in their composting pile, after dewatering, and uses the material as compost.
This material is classified as a solid waste under Ohio Administrative Code 3745-27-01
Part S.1 and must be disposed as such. In addition, the dewatering of catch basin
cleanings is not performed in a way to capture any leachate from the material.
Leachate is wastewater and must be captured and disposed of as such. Your MS4
permit does not authorize the discharge of wastewater.

• Failure to adopt procedures for the proper disposal of waste from your municipal
operations. This, too, is a violation of Part lll.B.6.d.iii.3 of the NPDES permit and
ORC 6111.04 and 6111.07. Paint cans are left open in the service yard to dry but are
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susceptible to storm water and not stored under cover. Cans should be relocated to air
dry indoors or other such covered location.

• Failure to implement controls to reduce or eliminate the discharge of pollutants
from salt/sand storage locations. This is a violation of Part lll.B.6.d.iii.2 of the
NPDES permit and ORC 6111.04 and 6111.07. The salt dome is raised above ground
level. The ramp leading into the salt dome is made mostly of salt. This salt has been
deposited across the service yard and into a possible wetland and stream leading
directly to Big Creek.

• Failure to ensure adequate long-term operation and maintenance of public/ private
storm water management facilities. This is a violation of Part lll.B.5.d of the Ohio
EPA General Storm Water NPDES Permit for Small M54s #ORQ000002. The Brooklyn
Fire Station, built in 2005, has a detention basin built as a post-construction BMP. The
City could not document that the basin had ever been inspected for compliance with the
long-term maintenance plan required by the Ohio EPA General Storm Water NPDES
Permit for Construction Activities #OHC000002. Please be aware the NPDES permit
requires the City to develop a program to ensure long-term maintenance of all public
storm water facilities and all private storm water facilities constructed since April 21,
2003. A program to ensure long term maintenance of post-construction BMPs typically
includes (a) maintaining an inventory of all public and private post-construction BMPs,
(b) maintaining a copy of the long-term maintenance plan for each BMP, and (c)
establishing a system to track maintenance activities by the responsible party.

• Failure to obtain industrial storm water permit coverage for a composting facility.
This is a violation of Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 6111.04 and OAC 3745-39-04.
Composting activities are categorized under Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)
Code 2875. An NPDES permit is required to discharge storm water runoff from this
facility. Ohio EPA does not have any record of storm water permit coverage for the
compost yard at 9400 Memphis Ave. You must obtain coverage under the Ohio EPA
General Storm Water NPDES Permit for Industrial Activities #OHR000004 by submitting
a Notice of Intent (NOI) and implementing a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWP3) within 180 days of receiving permit coverage. Required elements of the SWP3
are described in the NPDES permit, which can be downloaded at
wwwepastate.ohus/dsw/storm/stormform.html. Fact sheets which provide guidance on
best management practices (BMPs) for various industrial "sectors" can be found on US
EPA's Web site at http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/indust.cfm.

• Failure to implement plans or procedures to eliminate sources of known illicit
discharges to your MS4. This is a violation of Part Ill.B.3.e of the Ohio EPA General
Storm Water NPDES Permit for Small MS4s #OHQ000002. The infrastructure of the
City is considerably old and in need of repair and maintenance. A plan should be
created to deal with this potential problem area in a reasonable amount of time.
Additionally, there should be a plan to eliminate the CSO located at Ridge and Orchard
Road. In the future, always have a plan or schedule to eliminate potential illicit
discharges into your MS4.
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Deficiencies
• The City does not conduct regular inspections of their storm sewer system but does

employ the sanitary engineer to survey large amounts of sanitary sewer. You could
improve your program by implementing a regular proactive inspection of the MS4 to
prompt identification of illicit discharge.

• The Service Garage should be well maintained as part of your good housekeeping
requirement. Drums were exposed to storm water and not labeled. An area for drum
storage with a roof should be constructed. In addition, scrap material was scattered
across the yard. This material should be collectively stored and sold off regularly to
prevent an untidy accumulation.

• The City does not use specific storm water BMPs during routine maintenance. There is
material available to field staff that they can take out with them in the field in the form of
the Oregon Toolbox Talk. This material should be adapted to each activity preformed by
the city and made specifically available to maintenance staff. By making materials
available to staff at the field level, implementation of storm water BMPs should improve.

Please review my comments and provide me with a letter of response indicating the actions you
will take to address my concerns. Your response should be received no later than August
28, 2009. Please note that this response does not replace the requirement to submit an Annual
Report.

If you	 have any questions,	 please	 contact me at	 (330)	 963-1125 or
Kenneth. Safranek(äepa. state. oh.us 	 or	 Dan	 Bogoevski	 at	 (330)	 963-1145	 or
Dan. Bog oevskiepa.state. oh. us.

Sincerely,0
Kenneth Safranek
Assistant to the District Engineer
Division of Surface Water

KS/mt

cc:	 Kenneth E. Patton, Mayor
Douglas G. Courtney, City Engineer


