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Environmental
Protection Agency

Ted Strick'znd, Governor
we€& fisher, Lt. Governor
Chrie {oriegki, Director

December 14, 2010 RE: Cuyahoga County
City of Cleveland
Municipal Storm Water Program
Notification of Possible lllicit Discharge
Save More Tire

Ms. Ollie Shaw, Commissioner

City of Cleveland

Department of Water Pollution Control
12302 Kirby Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44108

Dear Commissioner Shaw:

On December 1, 2010, Erm Gomes and | investigated a complaint regarding Save More
Tire, an auto repair business located at 14302 Harvard Avenue. Although we visited
this site during normal business hours, it was not open at the time of our visit and no
one was present on site. The complainant stated that on several occasions, he has
observed discolored runoff from this business being conveyed to the storm sewer
system along Harvard Road during storm events. Our observations of the site
confirmed that storage areas for engine blocks and the waste dumpster are exposed to
precipitation and are a source of illicit discharge to the storm sewer system. Rainbow-
colored sheens of automotive fluids were observed in the parking lot from exposed
engine blocks and the uncovered, leaking trash dumpster. Storm water runoff mobilizes
these pollutants and allows them to enter the storm sewer system along Harvard Rd
and/or East 143" St.

This letter will serve to notify the City of Cleveland of a possible illicit discharge to the
municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4). Per obligations contained in Part [li B.3
of the Ohio EPA General Storm Water National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Permit for Small MS4s #3GQ00012*BG, piease conduct an illicit discharge
investigation and take ail appropriate action to eliminate the source(s) of illicit discharge
as authorized under Chapter 541 of the City of Cleveland municipal code. If your
investigation reveals that the storm sewer system which receives this discharge is a
combined sewer system rather than an MS4, please work with the Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) to determine an appropriate course of action.

Please submit documentation of the investigation, its findings, outcomes and plans for
corrective action to me no later than January 14, 2011. Documentation should include
any notices of violation sent to the business owner or formal enforcement actions taken
by the City to correct this matter.
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If you have any questions, please contact me at (330) 963-1145.
Sincerely,

&ﬁ»\ A"éﬁ({% '

Dan Bogoev

District Engineer

Division of Surface Water
DB/mt

cc:  Rachid Zoghaib, Department of Water Pollution Control, City of Cleveland
Kathryn Crestani, NEORSD

ec; Erm Gomes, Ohio EPA, DSW, NEDO



SAVE MORE TIRE Photos Taken: December 1, 2010

14302 Harvard Road By: Dan Bogoevski, DSW, NEDO
Cleveland, OH 44128

Fig 1 & 2. It appears that automotive fluids are not being drained from auto parts before they are
placed in the dumpster. The dumpster is not water-tight allowing fluids to leak out onto the parking lot
where storm water runoff can convey it to storm sewers along Harvard Road.

Fig 3 {LEFT). Automotive fluid-impacted runoff can also enter the storm sewer system via the storm
drain located in the parking lot on the East 143" St side of the site.

Fig 4 (RIGHT). Fluids and lubricants leak from engine biocks stored in the parking lot.



