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May 13, 2010	 RE: Cuyahoga County
Cuyahoga River Basin
City of Cleveland Heights
MS4 Program - Catch Basin Cleaning

Mr. Dennis Zentarski
Utilities Commissioner
City of Cleveland Heights
40 Severance Circle
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Dear Mr. Zentarski:

On May 13, 2010, Ohio EPA received a complaint alleging the improper management of
leachate associated with catch basin cleaning operations. The complainant indicated
that the City has hired a contractor to perform catch basin cleaning on behalf of the City.
The complainant observed the contractor discharging liquid into the storm sewer system
from the truck used to collect catch basin cleanings. This was observed just south of
the intersection of Warrensville Center and Noble Road across from the old Hillside
Dairy. Please be aware that catch basin cleanings are defined as solid waste and any
liquid that seeps from catch basin cleanings and street sweepings, or storm water that
contacts stockpiles of catch basin cleanings and street sweepings is leachate, i.e., a
wastewater.

Our records indicate that discharges associated with the City of Cleveland Heights
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) are regulated under the Ohio EPA
General Storm Water National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
for Small M54s #3GQ00010*BG. Pad lll.B.6.d.iii.3 of the NPDES permit requires the
City of Cleveland Heights to develop procedures for the proper disposal of waste
removed from the M54 and your municipal operations, including dredge spoil,
accumulated sediments, floatables and other debris. The discharge of leachate
generated from catch basin cleaning operations to the MS4 is not authorized under the
NPDES permit. Failure to comply with an NPDES permit is a violation of Ohio Revised
Code 6111.04 and 6111.07. Violations of ORC 6111 are punishable by fines.

Please investigate the validity of this complaint and provide me with a letter of response
indicating how the City will address this problem and prevent a similar occurrence in the
future. Measures the City should consider include, but are not limited to: (a) providing
guidance material to the contractor on proper storage and disposal of catch basin
cleanings and associated leachate, (b) training municipal staff how to spot potential
storm water pollutants and the measures required to prevent them from entering the
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MS4, (c) developing language that requires contractors to implement storm water best
management practices for all contracts with third parties that conduct municipal
operations on behalf of the City, or (d) enforcing any existing contract language that
requires contractors to comply with environmental regulations. If the complaint is not
valid, please indicate how the contractor is disposing of leachate and catch basin
cleanings. Please provide me with your response by May 28, 2010.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (330) 963-1145.

Sincerely,

Dan Bogoevski
District Engineer
Division of Surface Water
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cc:	 Laura Travers, Cuyahoga County Board of Health
Robert Downey, Manager, City of Cleveland Heights


