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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

STREET ADDRESS:

Lazarus Government Center	 TELE: (614:644.3020 FAX (614) 644-3184	 P . Box 1049
SOW. Town St., Suite 700	

wnv.epa.state oh IS	 Columbus, OH 43216-1049
Columbus, Ohio 43215

June 4, 2010

Elaine Irwin
4020 Faircrest St. SW
Canton, Ohio 44706

Dear Ms. Irwin:

We have received your written complaint dated May 17, 2010, regarding the Mills
Industrial Park in Canton, Ohio. Your complaint states that acres of soil have been
exposed for building sites, a detention basin has been installed after upland soils were
disturbed, exposed soils on the western portion of the development have not been
seeded or mulched, and that muddy water has discharged onto your pasture.

The industrial park received approval of the development plan through the City of
Canton. As with all construction sites, the developer was required to obtain a general
stormwater permit from the Ohio EPA. That permit number you referred to is
3GCO3116*AG. This permit requires the developer to design and implement a Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to handle storm water at the site during
development. There is a memorandum of understanding with the Stark County Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) to inspect the site on a bimonthly basis for
compliance with the SWPPP.

In response to your letter staff at the Northeast District Office conducted an inspection of
the site on May 18, 2010 and spoke with both the City of Canton and Stark SWCD and
arrived at the following conclusions:

1) The SWPPP was recently revised and approved by Stark SWCD. Storm water
will be redirected to the east to an existing stormwater pond. In order to install
this new pond and keep sediment from running onto your property, a berm is
being constructed along the western border to contain stormwater. Upland soils
were disturbed in order to bring to grade the area of the new pond. The new
pond is being constructed but has not yet been finished. Stabilization will occur
once the pond is completed.

Ted Strickland. Governor
Lee Fisher. Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director



Elaine Irwin
Mills Industrial Park
Page 2

2) On May 18th, after a couple days of rain, the berm was observed effectively
channeling water into the pond being constructed. New silt fencing has been
installed along the western property line. There was no evidence observed of
any sediment leaving the construction site onto your property. Pictures were
taken for verification.

3) The building sites are ongoing and are in compliance with the SWPPP.
4) The site is in compliance with its SWPPR

If you have any questions, please contact Phil Rhodes of Ohio EPA's Northeast District
Office at (330) 963-1136.

Sincerely,

L:a:) &J
Chris Korleski
Director

CK/PPR/mt

cc:	 Julie Berbari, Stark Soil & Water Conservation District
Rick Bodenschatz, City of Canton Engineering
Mark Mann, Ohio EPA, DSW, CO
Dean Stoll, Ohio EPA, DSW, NEDO
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May 17, 2010

Mr. Chris Korleski
Director, Ohio EPA
P.O. Box 1049
50 West Town Street
Suite 700
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Mr. Korleski,

I am writing to request another site inspection and direct response to me
regarding the Mills Industrial Park in Canton, Ohio.
I called your office April 6,2010, and was directed to two other OEPA
offices which I called to inquire about new constructjaiiI.
I also sent a fax to Rich Blasick in Twinsburg am Mark Mann in
Columbus.
No one has responded to me regarding either fax
Is there someone else I should contact?
Since that time, acres of soil have been moved, two more building sites have
been leveled, and there are acres upon acres of exposed soil. The new
detention basin has been excavated, but no outlet has been installed, and
none of the exposed soil around the basin or on the western portion of the
development has been seeded or mulched. The engineer's motes on her
approved plan state:
1. SEDIMENT BASINS shall be constructed and operational before
upsiope land disturbance begins.
9. SEED AND MULCH: The sediment basin shall be stabilized immediately
following its construction. In no case shall the embankment or emergency
spillway remain bare for more than 7 days.

Are these just suggestions or rules for compliance?

It is now 6 weeks from my last call & fax. Construction has proceeded
rapidly. Several inches of rain have caused erosion to begin and muddy
water to run across my horse pasture from the Mills development.
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There have been comments made by others that the Mills' developer has
special privileges and that the Ohio EPA won't take issue with his non-
compliance.
I hope that is not true.

I spoke with and e-mailed literature to Rick Bodenschatz, Canton City
Engineer for the project, about seeding on the western portion of the Mills
property.
Due to the toxic nature of certain grasses-especially Fescue and Perennial

Ryegrass-I asked him to insist on only horse-friendly grasses for seeding.
The developer is already aware of this since Julie Berbari (Stark Soil &
Water) made the same request in 2007 after they had stripped all the trees
from the western portion.

Please respond to me regarding the Mills development.

Sincerely,

Elaine Irwin
4020 Faircrest St SW
Canton, Ohio 44706
(330) 484-5626
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FAX: (614) 644-2745

April 8, 2010

TO: Mark Mann

FROM: Elaine Irwin

RE: Letter to Rich Blasick

Subject: Complaint of sus pected non-compliance.

Pictures and videos available upon request.

If there is someone else who should be copied on this, please
advise.

0
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April 7. 2010

Rich Blasick
Ohio EPA
Northeast Office Surface Water Management
2110 E. Aurora Rd.
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087

Dear Rich,

Thank you for taking time to speak with me yesterday regarding my
complaint about the Mills/Canton Commerce Development Industrial Park
Project on the property adjoining mine (Faircrest St. SW-, Canton, Ohio).

I was advised on Monday April 6, by our local Soil and Water
representative that the developer was not to operate or run any equipment
that might disturb the soil on the western portion of the development at this
time. I called you after observing, photographing, and videoing a bulldozer
scraping vegetation off to clear the path for a tractor installing silt fence
adjacent to my property line.

Yesterday, when I spoke with the Soil & Water office the first time, the
receptionist said she would call the field officer. When I called back later a
few hours later, I was told that the developer had been called and ordered to
stop working which they had not and I reported that as well.

This developer on this project has been a chronic abuser of surface water
regulations, has had many erosion control and sediment problems and
apparently ignores the rules of the Ohio EPA as well as the local soil and
water authorities.
Their 2007 NPDES permit no. is 3GCO3116*AG
Please investigate this complaint & let me know what the result is.

Sincerely,

Elaine Irwin	 (330) 484-5626
4020 Faircrest St. SW
Canton, Ohio 44706


