
4

State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northwest District Office
347 North Dunbridge Rd.
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398

TELF: (419) 352-8461 FAX: (419) 352-8468
v.w,epa state oh . us

Ted Strickland, Governor
Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

Re: Ottawa County
Wildflower Place Subdivision
NPDES Violation

April 21, 2009

Mr. Mike Szymanski, Trustee
Wildflower Place Homeowners Association
22251 West Honeysuckle Lane
Curtice, Ohio 43412

Dear Mr. Szymanski:

On April 13, 2009, a follow up meeting was held to discuss long standing compliance
issues identified in my March 31 2009, letter and actions necessary to address
problems with the sanitary sewer collection system and wastewater treatment plant.
Numerous association members, as well as Mr. Milt Pommeranz, P.E., and Derrick
Chinnault, your contract maintenance service, were also present.

Of primary concern is the ongoing violation of the NPDES permit Schedule of
Compliance, which required the submittal of a plan of action to address removal of
excessive clean water from the sanitary sewer system. Documentation was presented
from Adkins Sanitation which identified several home sewers running nearly full
following a rain event. We also met at the treatment plant to review the effects of the
excessive water on the plant. Surging of solids following rain events result in chronic
plugging of the surface sand filters, which in turn overflow onto the ground and into a
nearby drainage ditch. Other issues at the plant include the lack of a trash trap, pump
issues at the lift station, and an inadequate flow splitter, which makes it difficult to direct
proper flow to the two treatment plants.

This Agency can no longer overlook these issues and continued noncompliance with
the NPDES permit Schedule of Compliance. I am asking that the required action plan
addressing the identification, reduction, and/or elimination of clean water sources be
submitted to this office within 30 days. A copy of the NPDES permit with the Schedule
of Compliance is enclosed for your reference. The plan should include specific
improvements to be implemented and milestone dates for their completion. I will review
the plan for adequacy and completeness and notify you in writing of my findings. Once
agreed upon, implementation of the plan will become enforceable within the NPDES
permit.
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Please be aware that continued violation may subject you to enforcement action
through the Ohio Attorney General's Office, and may include financial penalty in order to
gain your compliance.

Also enclosed is reference material on the removal of excessive clean water from
sanitary sewers to assist you in educating association members and implementing the
action plan. I appreciate your sincere interest in bringing the association into
compliance, and look forward to reviewing your plan. If I can be of any further
assistance, or if you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (419) 373-3020,
or email at rick. zuzikepa. state. oh. us
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