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Northwest District Office

347 North Dunbridge Road	 TELE: (419) 3528461 FAX: (419) 352-8468 	 Ted Strickland, Governor
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398

	

	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor
Chris Korleski, Director

•	 Re:	 Ashland County
•	 Open Burning Complaint

October 21 2008	 Notice of Violation

Certified Mail 7007 2560 0000 4485 5829

Ms. Helen Stephenson
70 County Road 281
Sullivan, Ohio 44880

Dear Ms. Stephenson:

On October 1, 2008 this office received a complaint concerning open burning of brush and small trees
being conducted on your property within 1,000 ft. of your neighbors homes. The complaint was
investigated by me on October 2, 2008. The investigation showed that you have been burning brush and
small trees on your property. An unburned brush pile was seen on top of a 12 ft. x 12 ft. ash pile and was
within 1,000 ft. of your neighbors' homes. Please understand that burning anything for disposal within
1,000 ft. of your neighbors' homes is not allowed anywhere in the State of Ohio.

Based on my findings, there is sufficient evidence to determine that illegal open burning did occur and the
complaint is justified. This is a violation of OAC Rule 3745-19-04(A): No person or property owner shall
cause or allow open burning in an unrestricted area except as provided in paragraphs (B) to (C) of this
rule or in section 3704.11 of the revised code." Open burning as conducted by you is not provided for in
these rules. A copy of the OAC rules pertaining to open burning has been enclosed for your review.

Please submit a written response to Ohio EPA, Northwest District OffiCB indicating your understanding of
the regulations and your commitment that no future illegal open burning will occur. Your response should
be received by this agency no later than November 4, 2008.

Please be advised that the submission of information to respond to this letter does not constitute waiver
of the Ohio EPA's authority to seek civil penalties pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 3704;06. The
Ohio EPA will make a decision whether to pursue such penalties regarding this matter at a later date.

If you have any questions concerning this letter or the regulations, please contact me at (419) 373-3120
or via email at joe.grob@epa.state.oh.us .

Sincerely,

Jo eph L. Grob
Environmental Specialist Ill
Division of Air Pollution Control

/Cs
Enclosure
PC:	 Lisa Holscher, U.S. EPA Region V

Tom Kalman, DAPC - CO
Don Waite rmeyor, DAPC - NWDO
Tom Sattler, DAPC - NWDO
Ashland County Health Department

ec:	 Joe Grob, DAPC, NWDO

Printed on Reyod Paper	 Ohio EPA is an Equal Opportunity Employer



OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION REPORT

DISTRICT	 COUNTY	 DATE RECEIVED	 DATE(S) INVESTIGATED

NWDO	 Ashland	 10-1-08	 10-2-08

TYPE	 AIR	 COMPLAINANT: (NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE #)

TELEPHONE x	 INDUSTRIAL	 -	 HPF	
Rob Johnson 216-701-7915 cell

VISIT	 - PARTICULATE -	 ANONYMOUS: - IF YES THIS BOX SHOULD BE LEFT BLANK

LETTER	 - ODOR

DCN	 - FUGITIVE DUST -	 SUSPECTED SOURCE OF EMISSIONS:

E-MAIL	 - OPEN BURNING .L.	 Helen Stephenson

OTHER	 - OTHER	 70 CR281
Sullivan, Oh. 44880

STATEMENT OF COMPLAINANT: OB land clearing waste within 1000 ft. Her daughter may own the property.
Connie Schick, daughter, has same address.
Verbal warning is fine with complainant. No NOV.

STATEMENT OF SOURCE OPERATOR: Clearing brush from property line. Wasn't aware of the regs. Is having a
surveyor come out to locate exact property line.

FINDINGS: JUSTIFIED	 x	 NOT JUSTIFIED 	 CANNOT BE DETERMINED
She is cleaning up her property line and burning the small trees and brush. 12 x 12 ft. pile of brush on top of ash.
Unrestricted area. She doesn't quite meet the 1000 ft. at the point where she is burning. Seems very agreeable/cooperative.
Concerned about bothering any neighbors.
I stepped off 1000 ft. from one house but could not do for the other house because of thick wooded area.

RECOMMENDATIONS:	 DATE OF WRITTEN FOLLOW UP:10-21-08
Maybe surveyor can find if other house is 1000 ft. from where she would burn at the back of her property.

No more burning until distance information is obtained

CORRECTIVE ACTION AGREED TO BY SOURCE:

COMMENTS: Complainant called again. She is still burning. I will send NOV

INVESTIGATOR(S):	 62	 DATE RESOLVED:	 10-21-08



OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION REPORT

DISTRICT	 COUNTY	 DATE RECEIVED	 DATE(S) INVESTIGATED

NWDO	 Ashland	 11-13-08

TYPE	 AIR	 COMPLAINANT: (NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE #)

TELEPHONE x	 INDUSTRIAL	 -	 HPF	 Rob Johnson 216-701-7915

VISIT	 - PARTICULATE -	 ANONYMOUS: - IF YES THIS BOX SHOULD BE LEFT BLANK

LETTER	 - ODOR

DCN	 - FUGITIVE DUST -	 SUSPECTED SOURCE OF EMISSIONS:

E-MAIL	 - OPEN BURNING x	 Helen Stephenson
OTHER	 - OTHER	 70 Cr. 281

Sullivan, Oh. 44880

STATEMENT OF COMPLAINANT: Continuing to burn and the end of her property.

STATEMENT OF SOURCE OPERATOR:

FINDINGS: JUSTIFIED 	 NOT JUSTIFIED x	 CANNOT BE DETERMINED
As per HD - no recent OB - AJ was there on 11-20--8

RECOMMENDATIONS:	 DATE OF WRITTEN FOLLOW UP:
I called the Ashland HD on 11-13-08 to request help with investigation. A J Sturgis - 419-282-4359 will check it out and get
back with me.

CORRECTIVE ACTION AGREED TO BY SOURCE:

COMMENTS:

File as per HD report

INVESTIGATOR(S):	 0 

2	 DATE RESOLVED: 11-20-08



OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION REPORT

DISTRICT	 COUNTY	 DATE RECEIVED	 DATE(S) INVESTIGATED

NWDO	 Ashland	 3-18-09 4-7-09	 3-18-09 4-23-09

TYPE	 AIR	 COMPLAINANT: (NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE #)

TELEPHONE x	 INDUSTRIAL	 -	 HPF	 Rob Johnson 216-701-7915 cell

VISIT	 - PARTICULATE -	 ANONYMOUS: - IF YES THIS BOX SHOULD BE LEFT BLANK

LETTER - ODOR	 -

DCN	 - FUGITIVE DUST -	 SUSPECTED SOURCE OF EMISSIONS:

E-MAIL	 -	 OPEN BURNING ...L.	 Helen Stephenson	 419-736-2503
OTHER	 - OTHER	 70 CR 281

Sullivan, Ohio 44880

STATEMENT OF COMPLAINANT: 	 OB a 2 ft. pile of sticks on top of the large burn pile that had been investigated on
10-2-08.

STATEMENT OF SOURCE OPERATOR: 	 Not home. I called Helen on 3-19-09. She said that the FD told her it was OK to
burn as long as a hose is nearby. I talked with her at length about it is not 1000 ft. from neighbors. Tom Sattler also spoke with her
several times that day.

FINDINGS: JUSTIFIED	 x	 NOT JUSTIFIED 	 CANNOT BE DETERMINED
10 ft. diameter brush pile, only partially burned. Paced off 400 ft. to the nearest neighbor's home. This neighbor is not the
complainant. The pile is in the same location as my visit on 10-2-08. At that time I explained to Mrs. Stephenson that this
did not meet the 1000 ft. requirement.
Pictures were taken. Fresh ash blowing around, white, burning odor of a recent fire, seemed as though it was still a little
warm. My opinion is that it was a very recent fire.
During the meeting on 4-23-09 Jerry Bauer of the FD told me that the permission was given by Keith Rave and Steve
Cadinski of the FD.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

	

	 DATE OF WRITTEN FOLLOW UP:
NOV

CORRECTIVE ACTION AGREED TO BY SOURCE:

COMMENTS: Got another call from Johnson 4-7-09 saying that Helen had moved the pile on to her brother's property
adjacent to hers and is burning there.
From the Director's Office I should have a meeting with Helen and some others to make sure, for the last time before a fine,
that she understands.
On 4-23-09 I met with Helen, her brother Phil Rooke, Phil's son John and the fire inspector Jerry Bauer. (419-736-2255 -
HOME - 419-736-2797)
After a long discussion, and a threat that fines will ensue if there is one more violation, I think enough people are on the same
page that Helen will not burn any more brush in ANY WAY. Not even a fire ring. They want to push all brush in to the
woods on her brother's property. I told them to contact the HD for rules on the brush pile.
Other information - Chief Jeff Shelton - 419-328-5130
After this meeting I was needed at Jim Zerefus's home for another conference. We talked for about another hour about his
problems with the neighbor. 	 FILE

INVESTIGATOR(S): 	 DATE RESOLVED: 	 4-23-09
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