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Ohio

Environmental
Protection Agency

John R. Kasich, Governor
Mary Taylor, Lt. Governor
Scott §. Nally, Director
Re: Huron County
Norwalk American Legion, Post 41
Notice of Violation (NOV)

February 28, 2011

Mr. Ray Baldwin, Finance Officer
Norwalk American Legion, Post 41
1544 U. S. Route 20 West
Norwalk, Ohio 44857

Dear Mr. Baldwin:

On February 10, 2011, Andrew Gall conducted a brief inspection of the wastewater
treatment plant serving the Norwalk American Legion Post 41. Our observations are as
follows:

1.

The contents in the aeration tank were very light grey. The rate of aeration was
low and there was an excessive amount of air coming out of the air release valve
on the blower.

The sludge return was frozen and not operating.

. The sand filters were snowed over, indicating that there had not been a

discharge to them since the last snow storm.

The chlorine contact tank was frozen and no discharge was observed. (photos
enclosed) C

It was noted that the “weed tray” was still in place over the west sand filter bed
but was not in operation at the time of our inspection. Please be aware that a
Permit to Install (PT1) application and detail plans for the “weed tray” must be

submitted to and approved by Ohio EPA prior to putting it back into operation.

A review of the plant operations log sheet indicates that the last plant check was
performed by your contract operator on February 1, 2011. As indicated in our
last inspection letter dated July 7, 2010, and our meeting with you on October 14,
2010, your NPDES permit requires daily visual inspections of the plant to
determine the color, odor and turbidity of the piant effluent. Once again we are
requesting that a representative from the Legion conduct this daily inspection and
documerit the findings on the plant operations log. In addition the operations log
sheet has not been updated to include operator arrival and departure time to ‘
comply with the requirements of OAC 3745-7-09.
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The rule also requires that, at a minimum the previous three months of operation
and maintenance records and operator log be available for inspection at all
times. Only the February log was available onsite for review.

7. We contacted your operator, Eastwood Environmental via email on February 11,
2011, to make them aware of our observations related to the air release valve
and sludge return during our February 10, 2011 visit. They indicated that the
plant had been inaccessible during their visit on February 11, 2011, and that the
situation would be addressed the following week. A review of correspondence in
our files indicates that the plant was also not accessible in February 2010,
following a severe snow storm. Please inform us what changes will be made to
ensure that your contract operator is able to access the plant in a timely manner
following snow storms.

8. In a follow up email dated February 14, 2011, Eastwood indicated that they had
visited the plant that day and adjusted the air release valve packing nut and
restored the operation of the sludge return.

9. During our October 14, 2010, meeting with you we requested that you submit a
copy of the Operator of Record Notification Form for your facility. A review of our
records indicates that we still have not received a copy of the form. Another copy
of the form is enclosed. Please submit a copy of this form to the Northwest
District Office and a copy to our Central office within 30 days of receiving this
letter.

10. Once again please be aware that Part 1. A.3 of your NPDES permit requires your
operator of record to be physically present at the facility a minimum of three (3)
days per week for a minimum of 1.5 hours per week. To date this requirement
has not been met, as your operator visits the plant on average once/week. We
discussed this violation during our October 14, 2010 meeting. We also
discussed the possibility of having a member of the Legion post obtain a Class A
wastewater operator’s license and then submitting an NPDES permit modification
request to reclassify the plant as a Class A facility. This would reduce the
amount of time an operator would need to spend at the plant to a minimum of two
(2) days per week for 1.0 hour per week. To date we have not heard how you
plan to address this violation and come into compliance.
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11.A review of the discharge monitoring reports (DMR) from June 2010, — January
2011, shows continued effluent limit violations of the Nitrogen Ammonia (NH3)
and CBOD parameters of your NPDES permit. A copy of the violations is
enclosed.

In the past year our agency conducted several inspections of your facility, issued
several Notice of Violation (NOV) letters and met with you to try and improve
compliance. Despite these efforts compliance has not improved and your facility
remains in significant non-compliance with the NPDES permit. Our office is obligated
to take action in order to regain compliance with the NPDES permit and will begin
drafting Director’s Final Findings and Orders (DFFOs) binding you to attain compliance
with the NPDES permit within a specified time frame.

If you have any questions regarding the inspection or this letter, please contact Mr. Gali
at (419) 373-3003 or via email at andrew.gall@epa.state.oh.us

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Wick, P.E.

District Engineer/Unit Supervisor
Division of Surface Water

Alr

pc:  Eastwood Environmental
Huron County Health Department
DSWNWDO:Filew/gnclosife—
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