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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northwest District Office
347 North Dunbridge Road.-
Bowling Green, OH 4402-9396

TELE; (419) 352-451 FAX: (419) 352-8450
ww.eps.sIate.ofl.0

Ted Strickland, Governor
Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

Re: Huron County.
City of Bellevue WWTP'
NPDES Permit

August 17, 2007

Mr. Jeffrey Crosby
Safety Service Director
City of Bellevue
3000 Seneca Industrial Pkwy.
Bellevue, OH 44811

Dear Mr. Crosby:

On August 6, 2007, 1 conducted an inspection of the City of Bellevue Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP). Mr Eric MacMichael was present and provided information on plant operations
and maintenance. The inspection included a tour of 1hia facility. At the - time of our visit, a clear
final effluent was observed being discharged to Snyder's Ditch. No samples were taken to
verify compliance with permit limits. Our comments and recommendations are as follows:

Since our last inspection the primary tank skimmer and baffles have been repaired .and the tank
is back online. The alum feed line has-been relocated to the north end of the stabilizer tanks.
The caustic tank and feed line are being removed and taken to the water treatment plant. The
septage receiving station is slowly being brought online.

The lamps and sleeves have been replaced on one of the UV disinfection units. lt.was noted
that the second unit still has the original lamps and sleeves that were installed 12 years ago.
The US EPA UV disinfection fact sheet recommends that the lamps be replaced after every
12,000 hours of operation and that the sleeves be replaced every 5 years. We were recently
informed that the fecal coliforni limits of the NPDES permit have been exceeded. The historic
lack of maintenance on these units may- have contributed to these effluent limit violations.
Therefore, we request that all the remaining original lamps and sleeves be replaced and that
the components of both units be thoroughly checked and replaced as needed to ensure proper
operation so that compliance with effluent limits . can be maintained.

The grit removal equipment in one of the grit chambers is still completely disfunctional and the
equipment in the second grit chamber is nearing the end of its useful life. Mr. MacMichael
indicated the equipment in at least one of the chambers will be replacedin the next few.months.
We recommend that the .City plan on replacing.the grit removal equipment in the second
chamber soon. If the new equipment is not direct replacement for the existing equipment,
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a Permit-to- Install (PTI) application and detail plans will need to be submitted to our office for
approval prior to the equipment being installed.

We have been informed that the WWTP lab director will be retiring on January 31, 2008 and
that the City is considering sub contracting all of the lab work instead of hiring a new laboratory
technician. As there is a large amount of daily process control sampling and compliance
sampling that must be conducted, we strongly recommend that a new on-site lab technician be
hired. In addition, with the completion of the septage receiving station and sludge composting
system we suggest that the City consider hiring an additional operator. At a minimum the
WWTP should be staffed as outlined in the Ohio EPA approved operation and maintenance
plan..
Mr. MacMichael indicated that the City plans to install telemetry equipment on the Atwood
Terrace Lift Station, Main Plant Lift Station and the Return Activated Sludge Pumps, Plant
Generator and the Influent Flow meter in 2007 and that the remainder of the sanitary sewer lift
stations will have telemetry installed in 2008. As Director Korleski indicated in his June 2007
letter, we request that the installation of the telemetry system on the sanitary sewer lift stations
be completed as quickly as possible. Please send a written installation schedule for the
telemetry system to my attention at the Northwest District Office so that I can keep Director
Korleski informed of the status of this project.

The City would like to drain the rainwater that has collected in the abandoned final polishing
lagoons and fill them in to reclaim the land and use it for the compost operations. The
accumulated water and bottom sediment have been sampled and the results were forwarded to
our office for review. Based on our review it appears that the water meets the effluent limits of
your NPDES permit. It would be acceptable to blend the water from the lagoon with the final
effluent from the treatment plant and discharge it to Snyder's Ditch. However, we request that
you submit a brief written plan and time line for completion of the lagoon reclamation project.
If the area is indeed going to be used for the brush and leaf composting operation storm water
drains from the area will need to be directed back to the head of the treatment plant.

Overall, we are pleased to see the improvements in plant operation that have occurred since
Mr. MacMichael has taken over as Superintendent. We appreciate his efforts to address the
historic lack of maintenance at the plant. Within fourteen (14) days of receiving this
inspection letter, please submit a written response as to how the City of Bellevue plans
to address our comments and recommendations. If you have any questions please feel
free to contact me at (419) 373-3003 or via email at andrew.aall@epa.state:oh.us

Sincerely,

Andrew Y. Gall
Environmental Specialist II
Division of Surface Water

AG/lb
PC:	 Mayor & Council

Eric MacMichael, Superintendent, Bellevue WPCF


