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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northeast District Office

2110 East Aurora Rd.
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087

November 24, 2008

TELE: (330) 963-1200 FAX: (330) 487-0769	
Ted Strickland, Governor

www.epa.stateMftus	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor
Chris Korleski. Director

RE: WAYNE COUNTY
WAYNE/LAKE HARMONY SUB
NPDES# 3PG00078

Mr. Terry West, Superintendent
Wayne County Sewer
428 West Liberty Street
Wooster, OH 44691

Dear Mr. West:

On November 20, 2008, this writer met with you and Mr. Steve Wolf to conduct an
inspection of the sewage treatment plant serving the Lake Harmony Subdivision. The
intent of the inspection was to evaluate the operations and maintenance of the
treatment system.

The wastewater treatment system consists of a trash trap, flow splitter, extended
aeration treatment plant, fixed media clarifiers, chlorination/dechlorination followed by
surface sand filters and aerobic digesters/sludge holding tanks. The inspection of the
wastewater treatment plant revealed the following:

1) The NPDES permit for this facility went into effect January 1, 2006 and will be up
for renewal December 31, 2010. The existing permit gave you until January 1,
2009 to install a phosphorus removal system for which you received a permit-to-
install from our office. To date, this equipment has not been installed. Without
the phosphorus removal equipment, your facility will be unable to meet the
phosphorus limits in your permit which will become effective January 1, 2009
(see enclosed final monitoring table). Please indicate when the phosphorus
removal equipment will be installed at the facility.

2) Overall, the plant appeared to be in acceptable operation and maintenance
condition and was producing a satisfactory effluent. The mixed liquor in the
aeration tank was a chocolate brown color and was provided with adequate air
circulation and the tank itself was providing good rollover of the mixed liquor.
The clarifier/settling chamber may need to have solids removed. The inlet baffle
was full of solids and the weirs had some solids buildup on them. Some larger
floating solids were noticeable with areas of smaller floatable particles on the
surface. The skimmer was visually seen skimming the surface and returning a
clear liquid. The sludge return lines were in operation and were returning a thick,
chocolate brown liquid. Please check to make sure the solids are properly
balanced in the system and ensure adequate scraping of the settling chamber
sidewalls on a weekly basis.
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3) There was algae growth in the fixed media tanks which was beginning to die off
and carry over into the chlorination/dechlorination tank. This was showing up as
a film of dirt on the surface of the water in the chlorination/dechlorination tank.
The effluent must pass through another stage of treatment after the
chlorination/dechlorination tanks and before being discharged to any waters of
the state. As such this office is not concerned about the algae at this time.

4) The indoor surface sand filters were being dosed at the time of the inspection
and appeared to be in good condition. The outdoor surface sand filters are no
longer in use. The spent filter sand is stored on site until it is removed and
disposed of at a licensed landfill.

5) The sludge holding tanks were missing some grates which should be replaced as
soon as possible. Sludge is pumped from the facility around 2-3 times per year
and hauled to the Canton Wastewater Treatment Plant for treatment.

6) A summary of the wastewater treatment plant discharge violations for the period
of January 1, 2006 through November 1, 2008 has been attached to this letter.
Any reporting errors or eDMR errors must be reported to this office so the error
can be resolved. You may contact Mr. James Roberts of this Agency's Central
Office at (614) 644-2054 to discuss this issue directly.

If you have any questions or comments regarding this letter, please contact this office at
(330) 963-1299.

Respectfully,

Laura A. Weber, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

LAW/mt

enclosures

cc:	 Ronny Portz, RE., Engineering Associates, Inc.

ec:	 Rich Blasick, RE., Ohio EPA, DSW, NEDO

File: Public/Lake Harmony/PC
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