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August 19. 2011

Mr. Rex Fee, Executive Director
Trumbull County Sanitary Engineers
7500 Anderson Avenue, N.E.
Warren, Ohio 44484

Dear Mr. Fee:

RE: TRUMBULL COUNTY
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP
FOX DEN WWTP
7000 LAKEVIEW DRIVE
NPDES PERMIT NC. 0H01 12216
OHIO EPA PERMIT NO. 3PG00148

On August 17, 2011, 1 conducted a compliance evaluation inspection of the above-
referenced wastewater treatment plant. Also in attendance was Mr. Steve Kramer of
the Trumbull County Health Department. The facility was represented by Ms. Trudy
Angles of the Trumbull County Sanitary Engineers. The purpose of the inspection was
to evaluate the operational compliance of the facility with the terms and conditions of its
NFDES permit.

Existing treatment components consist of a trash trap. flow equalization basin, 28.000
g pd extended aeration activated sludge treatment process, final settling tank, slow
surface sand filtration, and UV disinfection. Sludge handling consists of an aerated
sludge holding tank. Treated effluent is discharged to an unnamed tributary of Crab
Creek.

At the time of the inspection, the overall o peration of the treatment processes and
equipment appeared to be satisfactory. The treatment plant was producing an effluent
of satisfactory visual quality.

The following site-specific observations and/or deficiencies were noted:

1. The facility did have bound and numbered log books on site to record
maintenance visits. Log books should contain personnel initials, date. arrival
and departure times, and a description of work performed. A review of the log
book showed that maintenance personnel did not initial the book on multiple
cays.

2. The color of the mixed liquor was a chocolate brown color, indicative of a
healthy bacterial population.
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3. The pressurized discharge pipes in the flow equalization tank had failed, and
were spraying water in several directions. After pointing this out to Ms.
Angles, she immediately made a call requesting maintenance personnel
make a visit to the plant to perform the necessary repairs.

4. Some of the grating over the flow equalization tanks has completely corroded
away. and should be replaced. Additionally, please ensure that gratings are
returned to their proper positions after operation and maintenance tasks have
been performed.

5. The facility's outfall sign was obscured by dense brush. Please clear the
brush from the immediate area around the sign to ensure it is easily visible.

6. Please clear the weeds from the sand filters, Once the weeds have been
pulled, please rake the sand to make sure its surface is level.

7. How often are the sand filters being rotated?

8. Please make attempts to minimize the amount of surface runoff that enters
the flow equalization tank during wet weather. Channelization in the soils
around the tank indicates surface runoff enters the tank during rain events.

A review of the facility's monthly discharge monitoring reports from May 1, 2010 - June
30, 2011 indicated no permit violations since the last inspection, which was performed
on June 16, 2010. Fox Den WWTP is considered to be in substantial compUance with
the terms and conditions of its permit.

The facility's current NPDES permit expires on November 31, 2011. This office
received a permit renewal application on March 29, 2011. Since the facility is in
substantial compliance with the terms and conditions of its current NPDES permit, this
office will go ahead with processing the renewal application.

Once the new NFDES permit is issued, Ohio EPA advises that the permittee read
through it carefully because there will be a number of changes made to it. One such
change is that the new permit will be phasing out fecal coliform monitoring limits, and
replacing them with Escherichia coIl (E. colD monitoring limits. The permitee will be
given a one year conversion period to transition from meeting fecal coliform limits to
meeting E. coIl limits. Monitoring requirements for E. coIl, and all other new parameters,
will be described in the new permit.
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Please inform this office in writing, within 14 days receipt of this letter, as to the actions
that will be taken to address the above violations and/or deficiencies. Your response
shall include specific dates for initiation and completion of this action plan. Please be
advised that past or present issues of noncompliance can continue as subjects of future
enforcement actions by Ohio EPA.

Should you have any questions or comments regarding this letter, please contact this
office at (330) 963-1120.

Respectfully,

Tomas Parry
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

TP/mt

Enclosures: photographs
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