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The Honorable Mayor Scott James
The Village of Frazeysburg
P.O. Box 160
Frazeysburg, Ohio 43822

Dear Mayor James:

On July 23, 2009, Mr. Trevor Irwin and Mr. Rich Stewart from the Ohio EPA's Southeast
District Office observed a large fire at the Frazeysburg Wastewater Treatment Plant. They
attempted to contact someone at the plant, but the gate was locked and there was no one
on site.

On August 19, 2009, I investigated this incident and spoke to Eric at the wastewater
treatment plant. He told me that area residents are allowed to dump their yard wastes and
tree trimmings behind the treatment plant. These wastes are then burned about once a
year. I inspected the burn site and observed evidence of the open burning of trees and
brush. Fresh tree trimmings, a couch, and other wastes had been dumped on top of the
burn pile.

As I explained to Eric at that time, landscape waste (plant waste material, except garbage,
including trees, tree trimmings, brush, leaves, etc.) and/or residential waste (waste
material, including landscape waste, generated on a one-, two-, or three-family residence
as a result of residential activities, but not including garbage) can only be open burned on
the property that they are generated on. In addition, the residential property would have to
be located in an unrestricted area (outside the boundary of any municipal corporation) and
the burn site on the property would have to be at Least 1,000 feet from the nearest
inhabited building not located on the property. Waste materials that are hauled to a
property cannot be open burned for waste disposal purposes. Furniture, plastics, tires, etc.,
cannot be open burned anywhere in Ohio.

The wastewater treatment plant property is not defined as a residential property; therefore,
even tree trimmings or grass clippings that are from the waste water treatment property
cannot be open burned.
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The open burning of improper waste materials at this location is in violation of Ohio
Administrative Code (OAC) rule 3745-19-04 and is punishable by a fine. All open burning
in violation of the requirements specified in OAC rule 3745-19-04 must stop immediately.!
am enclosing a copy of this rule for you. If the village continues to allow or promote the
open burning of improper waste materials at this location, legal action will be taken against
the village.

I am requesting a written response from you, within 14 days of receipt of this letter, that
includes a commitment for the village to stop open burning in violation of OAC rule 3745-
19-04, a plan and schedule for clean up of the burn area and any remaining solid wastes,
and a copy of the landfill receipt as proof of proper disposal.

While I recognize that this type of activity has occurred in the past in your village and in
many others, we would appreciate your assistance in finding an alternative means of
disposing of the village's yard wastes and tree trimmings. Many communities have
periodically chipped and shredded these types of materials for use in landscaping of
common areas or in other community projects.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 740-380-5217.

Sincerely,

Lisa Duvall
Environmental Specialist
Division of Air Pollution Control
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Enclosure

cc	 Trevor Irwin, SEDO/DSIWM
Rich Stewart, SEDO/DHWM


