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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northeast District Office

2110 East Aurora Rd.
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087

June 8, 2009

TELE: (330) 963-1200 FAX: (330) 487-0769	 Ted Strickland, Governor
www.epa.state ohus 	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

RE: UNITES STATES STEEL CORP.
LORAIN TUBULAR OPERATIONS
PERMIT NO. 31D00074
LORAIN COUNTY

ML John W. Bilz
Department Manager
Maintenance & Environmental
U.S. Steel Tubular Products
2199 East 28th Street
Lorain, Ohio 44055

Dear Mr. Bilz:

On June 2, 2009, an inspection of the above reference facility's wastewater treatment
system and storm water outfalls was conducted. The facility was represented by Ms.
Kelly Cernanec, Environmental Engineer. The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate
the facility's compliance status with respect to the terms and conditions of the above-
referenced National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

The following items were noted/discussed during the inspection:

1. Guardian Environmental remains the contractor which performs weekly
inspections of the pipe mill lagoon outfall and is responsible for replacing the
oil booms as needed.

2. No oil sheen was observed at the pipe mill lagoon, in the cove at the
discharge point, or in the Black River.

3. NPW remains the contractor which uses a vacuum truck to remove
accumulated oil floating on the pipe mill lagoon as needed. NPW inspects the
pipe mill lagoon daily Monday through Friday.

4. Lorain Tubular dredged the pipe mill lagoon from September 2008 through
November 2008. Approximately 20,000 tons of slag was hauled to a landfill by
Waste Management.

5. Outfalls 31D00074002 and 31D00074003 are storm water ouffalls associated
with the 0-2 landfill. No discharge was observed at outfall 31D00074002.
Outfall 31D00074003 had a slight discharge. The discharge was clear.
However, white sediment was observed in the rip rap immediately prior to the
discharge point.

6. Outfalls 31D00074004 and 31D00074005 are storm water outfalls associated
with the East Storage Area. These outfalls are impacted by groundwater. No
visual impact was observed at these ouffalls. Both outfalls were running clear.

7. Veolia Water Systems operates/maintains the D-2 landfill. The treated effluent
from the D-2 landfill discharges through outfall 31D00074001. The discharge
was trickling.
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8. A groundwater seep from the D-2 landfill was observed east of outfall 001
discharging directly into the Black River.

9. Ms. Cernanec indicated that Baker Consulting is working with Mr. John
Palmer of the Division of Hazardous Waste Management to address the
seeps coming from the D-2 Landfill. Mr. Palmer indicated that he was
expecting a final closure plan from Baker to address the landfill seeps by the
end of June 2009.

10.Any modifications or additional flow to the D-2 landfill treatment system will
require a Permit-to Install application to be submitted.

11. Precision Analytical performs all of the analytical testing for the facility and is
also responsible for submitting the data to Ohio EPA through the Division's
Surface Water Management System (SWIMS).

This office has recently reviewed your self-monitoring reports covering the period
October 1, 2007 through April 30, 2009 for the referenced facility. Our review indicates
violations of the terms and conditions of your NPDES permit. The specific instances of
noncompliance are as follows:

006	 00550
006	 00550
006	 00550
006	 00550
006	 00550
006	 00550

LIMIT VIOLATIONS

Oil and Grease, Total	 1 D cone	 10
Oil and Grease, Total	 ID Qty	 84.1
Oil and Grease, Total	 1 D Conc	 10
Oil and Grease, Total	 1D Qty	 84.1
Oil and Grease, Total	 1D cone	 10
Oil and Grease, Total	 1D Qty	 84.1

30.4	 12/10/2008
630.205	 12/10/2008
24.7	 12/17/2008
178.845	 12/1712008
13.1	 12/23/2008
93.3161	 12/23/2008

No frequency violations were noted.

Please be advised that such instances of noncompliance may be cause for enforcement
actions pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 6111.

Should you have any comments or questions concerning this letter, please feel free to
call me at (330) 963-1143.

Respectfully,
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Michael W. Stevens
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water
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