State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northeast District Office

2110 East Aurora Rd. TELE: (330) 963.1200 FAX: (330) 487-0769 Ted Strickland, Governor
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087 www.epa state oh,us Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor
Chris Korleski, Director

October 7, 2008 RE: ASHTABULA COUNTY

U.S. ALUMINATE COMPANY, INC.
NPDES PERMIT NO. OH01288589
OHIO EPA PERMIT NO. 31i00188

Mr. Peter Askew, Vice President of Operations

United States Aluminate Company, Inc.

3050 Lake Road, East

Ashtabula, OH 44004

Dear Mr. Askew:

On September 8 2008, an inspection was conducted at the above referenced facility by the
undersigned. The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate the facility's compiliance status with
respect to the terms and conditions of the NPDES permit.

The facility mixes water, caustic soda, and alumina tri-hydrate in solution, adds heat and
generates sodium aluminate and water vapor. The discharge from the facility is a collection of
storm water from the areas of truck loading/unioading.

At the time of the inspection, the facility appeared to be in good working order. A canopy has
been constructed over the loading pad to keep rain/snow from entering the area. A review of
the monthly operating reports from the period of December 2005, through September 2008,
shows the following violations:

Limit Violations

Reporting Limit Reported - Violation

Period Station Parameter Type Limit Value Date
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/1/2008
September 2006 001 pH 1M Conc 65 . 9/2/2008
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/4/2008
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/5/2006
September 2008 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/6/2006
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc B85 . 9/8/20086
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 65 : 9/10/2006
September 2006 001 pH iD Conc 8.5 . 9/11/20086
September 2006 Q01 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/16/2006
September 2006 Q01 pH 1D Cene 6.5 . 917/2006
September 2006 001 pH 1D Congc 6.5 . 9/18/2008
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/21/2006
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/22/2006
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/26/2008
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 65 . 9/27/2006
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/29/2006
September 2006 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 : 9/30/2006
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Parameter

Limit _ Reported  Violation
Type __ Limit Value Date
1D Conc 6.5 10/6/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/7/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/8/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/9/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/15/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/16/20086
1D Cone 6.5 10/18/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/20/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/22/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/24/2006
1D Conc 6.5 10/29/2006
10 Conc 6.5 10/30/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/1/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/2/2006
1D Cong 6.5 11/5/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/6/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/8/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/9/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/13/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/14/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/15/2006
10 Conc 6.5 11/18/2006
1D Congc 6.5 11/20/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/21/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/22/2006
10 Conc 6.5 11/23/2006
10 Conc 6.5 11/24/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/25/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/26/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/27/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/28/2006
1D Conc 6.5 11/29/2006
1D Conc 6.5 14/30/2006
1D Conc 6.5 21112007
1D Conc 6.5 21212007
1D Conc 6.5 21312007
1D Conc 6.5 21412007
1D Conc 6.5 2/5/2007
1D Cone 6.5 2/6/2007
1D Conc 6.5 2/7/2007
1D Conc 6.5 218/2007
1D Conc 6.5 219/2007
1D Conc 6.5 2/10/2007
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N BRI ‘Limit.~ - .- . Reported Violation
Station - Parameter " Type  Limit  “Value Date
001 pH 1D Conc 65 2/11/2007
001 pH 1D Conc B85 2/12/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 2/13/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 65 2/14/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 2/17/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 65 211812007
001 pH 1DConc 6.5 2/19/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 212312007
001 pH iDCenc 6.5 21242007
001 pH 1D Conc 65 2/28/2007
001 pH 1D Conc  B.5 4/3/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 4/5/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 65 477/2007
001 pH 1DConc 65 4/11/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 65 4/13/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 4/14/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 4/1812007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 41912007
001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 4/20/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 4/21/2007
001 pH 1DConc 6.5 42212007
001 pH 1DConc 6.5 4/23/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 42812007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 4/29/2007
001 pH 1D Conc  B.5 4/30/2007
001 pH 1D Conc  B5 5/3/2007
oo pH 1D Conc 6.5 5/4{2007
oo pH 1D Conc  B.5 5/5/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 51612007
001 pH 1D Conc G.5 712007
001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 5/9/2007
001 pH 1DConc 65 5/11/2007
001 pH tDConc 6.5 5/12/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 5/13/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 5/14/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 515/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 5/M8/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 5/22/2007
001 pH 10 Caonc 6.5 5/23/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 512412007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 5/25/2007
001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 5/28/2007
001 pH 1D Conc  B.5 52912007
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L -R'eporting ca o : _ Limit Reported.  Violation
* iPeriod Station ~ ° - ‘Parameter @ - - Type ~  Limit Value -  Date

May 2007 001 pH 10 Conc B.5 : 5/30/2007
May 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 5/31/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 91112007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc B85 . 9/2/2007
September 2007 001 pH 10 Conc 6.5 . 9/3/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1DConc 6.5 . 9/4/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/5/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/6/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/7/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1DConc 8.5 . 9/13/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/14/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/16/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 8/17/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/18/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 . 9/19/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/20/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 . 9/21/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/22/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/23/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 . 9/24/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 85 . 9/25/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc  B.5 . 9/29/2007
September 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 9/30/2007
October 2067 o001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 . 10/1/2007
October 2007 001 pH 1D Conc  B.5 . 10/3/2007
October 2067 001 pH 1D Conc 85 . 10/4/2007
October 2007 001 pH 1D Conc B85 . 10/5/2007
October 2007 001 pH 1D Cone 6.5 . 10/6/2007
QOctober 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 10/7/2007
October 2007 001 pH 1iDConc 6.5 . 10/8/2007
October 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 8.5 . 10/8/2007
Cctober 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 ) 10/13/12007
October 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 6.5 ; 10/14/2007
October 2007 001 pH 1DConc 6.5 . 10/15/2007
October 2007 001 pH 1DConc 6.5 . 10/19/2007
QOctober 2007 oe1 pH 1D Conc 8.5 . 10/20/2007
October 2007 oo pH 1D Conc 65 . 10/21/2007
October 2007 0G1 pH 1D Conc 65 . 10/22/2007
October 2007 001 pH 10 Conc 6.5 . 10/24/2007
QOctober 2007 0c1 pH 10 Conec B.5 . 10/28/2007
October 2007 001 pH 1D Conc 65 . 10/29/2007
October 2007 0G1 pH 1D Conc 6.5 . 10/30/2007

October 2007 001 pH 10 Conc 6.5 . 10/31/2007
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Frequency Violations
-.Repérﬁng _ : : Sample _ Violation
Period Station Parameter Frequency Expected Reported - Date

June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/05/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/06/2006
June 2006 o1 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/07/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/08/2006
June 2006 oo Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/09/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/10/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/11/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/12/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/13/2006
June 2006 001 Fiow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/14/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 4 0 06/15/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/16/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/17/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 c 06/18/2006
June 2006 o1 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 ¢ 06/20/2006
June 2008 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/24/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/25/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/26/2006
June 2006 001 Flow Rate 1/Day 1 0 06/30/2006

The above shows that violations that occurred in 2006 and 2007 have been corrected since no
violations have occurred in 2008. As such, the facility is considered to be in substantial
compliance with the NPDES permit.

If there are any questions or comments regarding this notification, please contact this
office.

Respectfully,
/

! -

Virpe Mf@

Virginya Wilson, P.E.
Geological Engineer
Division of Surface Water

-

VW/mh

File: Industrial/United States Aluminate Co./ PC



