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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northeast District Office

2110 East Aurora Rd.
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087

June 3, 2008

TELE: (330) 963-1200 FAX: (330) 487-0769	 Ted Strickland, Governor
wwwepa.stataoh.us 	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

RE: KARMAN RUBBER COMPANY
SUMMIT COUNTY
PERMIT NO. 31R00 102

Ms. Stephanie Brown
Plant Manager
Karman Rubber Company
2331 Copley Rd.
Akron, OH 44320

Dear Ms. Brown:

On May 7, 2008, an inspection of the above referenced facility's wastewater treatment
system was conducted. The facility was represented by you. The purpose of the
inspection was to evaluate the operation and maintenance of the treatment plant along
with the facility's compliance status with respect to the terms and conditions of the
above referenced National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

During the inspection, the following items were noted/discussed:

1
	

The Karman Rubber plant was built in the 1960's.
2
	

Karman Rubber currently employs 30 employees.
3
	

There are no shower facilities.
4 The facility's current sanitary system size and design configuration is

unknown. You indicated that you have been unable to locate the original
detail plans for the system.
The facility's NPDES permit contains a schedule of compliance to
complete and submit an approvable permit-to-install application and detail
plans to eliminate a failing septic system no later than 4 months from the
effective date of the permit. The effective date of the permit was March 1,
2005. The system was approved November 30, 2006. Failure to install the
treatment system puts Karman Rubber in substantial noncompliance with
the facility's NPDES permit
You indicated the following:
a. The facility has gone from 3 shifts to 1 approximately 6-7 years ago

thus reducing the flow to the septic system.
b. The septic system is currently pumped out every 3 months by All Town

& Country.
c. The septic system was dye tested and no discharge was observed.
d. You questioned whether it was still appropriate to upgrade the system.

7 Ohio EPA maintains that the size and design configuration of the
current septic system and leach field must be determined to verify
that the system is adequately sized. In addition, a determination
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must be made if a "cheater pipe" or discharge tine from the leach
field exists. In lieu of providing this documentation to this office,
Karman Rubber should immediately pursue installing the treatment
system approved by this office in November 2006.
Outfall 002 and outfall 003 were both observed. The effluent from each
outfall was visually clear and no impact was observed.
No discharge was occurring at outfalls 001 and 004.
The sample for outfall 001 was previously being taken at the square
manhole shown in Figure 1. You indicated that it was recently determined
that this sample point was not representative of the oil/water separator.
We agreed that it would be more appropriate to be taking the sample for
outfall 001 at the white 8" PVC standpipe immediately adjacent to the
oil/water also shown in Figure 1.
vados Environmental is responsible for collecting the samples and
reporting the results to Ohio EPA's Surface Water Information
Management System.
You should take note that a Web-based application for submitting the
monthly operating report is currently available. Web addresses are
available below which provide information on this topic along with training
dates.

This office has recently reviewed your self-monitoring reports covering the period March
1, 2007, through March 31, 2008, for the referenced facility. Our review indicates
violations of the terms and conditions of your NPDES permit. The specific instances of
noncompliance are as follows:

8.

ill

11

12

LIMIT VIOLATIONS

Reporting
StationCode	 Paranietar	 Umut Type	 Un
003	 00560	 Oil and Grease, Total	 1D Conc	 10
003	 00560	 Oil and Grease, Total	 1D Cone	 10
003	 00530	 Total Suspended Solids	 30D Cone	 30
003	 00400	 pH	 10 Conc	 6.5

003	 00530	 Total Suspended Solids	 30D Cone	 30

	

11.3	 312112007

	

11.3	 4/1912007

	

33.9	 7/1/2007

	

6.15	 9/11/2007

	

33.5	 1/1/2008

Please note that Ohio EPA has converted from the existing SWlMware software to a
Web-based reporting system, e-DMR. The new reporting system is entirely Web based
and accessible via any Internet connection. Ohio EPA Form 4500, commonly known as
MORs, will now be called Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR5 or e-DMRs). User
training is going to be available in October of this year. Please consult the following
Web site for updates regarding the specific date:

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/swims/eDMR/eDMRtraining.html
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If you need additional information pertaining to the SWlMware replacement e-DMR,
consult the following Web site.

http://www.epa.state ,oh.us/dsw/swims/eDMR/eDMR.html

Please notify this office in writing within 14 days receipt of this letter your
intentions to resolve item 7.

Please be advised that such instances of noncompliance may be cause for enforcement
actions pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 6111.

Should you have any comments or questions concerning this letter, please feel free to
call me at (330) 963-1143.

Respectfully,

Michael W. Stevens
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water
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