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September 16, 2010 RE: INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER
HOLMES CHEESE COMPANY
9444 STATE ROUTE 39
NPDES PERMIT NO. 31H00102

Mr. Brian Ramseyer
Holmes Cheese Company
9444 State Route 39
Millersburg, OH 44654

Dear Mr. Ramseyer:

On August 30, 2010, this writer along with Reggie Brown of this office conducted an inspection of
the Holmes Cheese wastewater treatment plant. The inspection was in response to complaints
regarding the condition of the Corns Run

Receiving Stream

At the time of the inspection, the bottom of Corns Run downstream of the discharge from Holmes
Cheese was covered with organic sludge from the wastewater treatment system. The sludge had
turned septic in places and was beginning to degrade. No flow was apparent in Corns Run upstream
of the discharge location and no sludge deposition was present upstream confirming that the sludge
in Corns Run originated at Holmes Cheese. A bright- green alga was growing on the sludge which
is indicative of a heavy nutrient load. White foam was apparent on the surface of the water at
turbulent locations in the stream. The stream was heavily impacted by the discharge of sludge and
nutrients from Holmes Cheese.

The presence of sludge and foam in Corns Run constitutes a violation of Part Ill, Item 2 of the
NPDES Permit and.a violation of Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-1-04(A), (B), (C) and (E).

Treatment System

The new treatment system was not online at the time of the inspection. The new treatment system
is intended to eliminate impacts on Corns Run and bring Holmes Cheese into compliance with
requirements of the NPDES Permit. You indicated that start-up of the new treatment system created
an upset in the existing clarifier. When effluent from the new treatment system combined with
effluent from the lagoon system in the clarifier, solids in the clarifier rose to the surface and
discharged to Corns Run. It was the understanding of this writer that start-up of the new treatment
system was stopped during the week of August 16, 2010. At the time of the inspection, it appeared
that the upset had discontinued.

At the time of the inspection, only effluent from the treatment lagoon was being discharged through
the clarifier. The effluent from the existing lagoon treatment system was slightly turbid. Samples at
ouffall 601 and 001 were collected. Results of the effluent samples will be forwarded when received
from the lab. The YSI meter was used to monitor conductivity, DO., temperature and pH at both
outfall locations. Following are results from the YSI
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Be advised that the D.O. result for outfall 001 is a violation of the NPDES Permit. The limit for
dissolved oxygen in the permit is 5.0 mg/I minimum.

It was the understanding of this writer that start-up of the new treatment system will not be attempted
again until proper procedures are developed. It was agreed during the inspection that effluent from
the new treatment system will be returned to the lagoon during start-up until it is shown that the
effluent quality is in compliance with the appropriate permit limits

Compliance

The monthly monitoring reports were reviewed for compliance with the requirements of the NPDES
Permit. The review period includes September 1,2009 through September 1, 2010. Following are
violations reported during the review period.
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7/13/2010
7/13/2010
7/13/2010
7113/2010
7/20/2010
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Daily Monitoring Plan

During the inspection, we discussed the need for visually evaluating the effluent quality each day.
As agreed, the effluent will be inspected three times per day. If a problem is identified, Holmes
Cheese will take the following actions as identified in the September 1, 2010, plan submitted by
Holmes Cheese to this office.

-	 Recirculation into aeration lagoon until clarity is restored

-	 Holding of influent in new system flow equalization tanks.

-	 Transport of clarifier effluent to another facility.

-	 Transport of influent to another facility.

-	 Land application of clarifier effluent.

It was agreed that you would provide this office a daily update on the effluent observations and
provide notice of any upsets of the treatment systems. As agreed, and as required by R.C. 6111.07,
effluent discharged to Corns Run must remain in compliance with the NPDES permit including Part
Ill, Item 2
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You may contact this office at (330) 963-1 251 to discuss any questions you may have.

Respectfully,

John Kwolek
District Engineer
Division of Surface Water

JK:bo

PC:	 Larry Reeder, DSW/Enforcement Section

File:	 Industrial/Holmes Cheese/Permit and Compliance


